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Lord  Jesus,  unto  whom  but  Thee  shall  the  records  of- 
these  Thy  servants  be  offered  ? for  as  each  did,  according  to 
the  light  that  was  in  him,  love  Thee  truly,  and  serve  Thee 
faithfully,  hero  on  earth,  so  may  we  humbly  trust  that  all  now 
live  and  reign  with  Thee  in  glorv.  And  therefore  do  Thou 
vouoh.safe  to  accept  this  offering  at  our  hands,  together  with 
our  unfeigued  thanks  that  Thou  hast  seen  fit  to  allow  us  to 
taice  part  in  this  good  work  ; and  grant  also  it  may  not  suffer 
loss  through  our  lack  of  wisdom  and  ability ; that  we  may 
have  a single  eye  to  Thine  honour  and  glory,  and  not  to  our 
own  reputation  or  advantage ; and  that  the  undertaking  may 
not  he  wholly  without  fruit,  but  may  tend  in  some  degree  to 
the  advancement  of  Thy  kingdom  upon  earth.  Amen. 


PROSPECTUS. 


1.  It  is  proposed  (with  Goo’s  assistance,)  to  publish 
in  a series  the  lives  of  those  Physicians  who  have  been 
most  eminent  for  their  piety,  in  whatever  afte  and 
country  they  may  have  lived. 

2.  The  profits  (if  any,)  arising-  from  these  publi- 
cations will  he  given  eventually  to  some  Medical 
Charity. 

3.  In  this  undertaking  the  Editor  will  be  happy  to 
receive  literary  assistance  from  such  of  his  friends  as 
may  take  an  interest  in  the  work. 

1.  As  the  whole  of  the  present  expense  and  risk 
falls  upon  the  Editor  alone,  he  will  gladly  accept  any 
donations  or  subscriptions  in  aid  of  the  de.sign  from 
persons  who  may  feel  an  interest  in  it. 

■I.  The  lives  will  of  course  vary  much  in  length, 
some  forming  each  a volume  of  itself,  and  others  con- 
stituting a distinct  class  consisting  of  much  shorter 
notices.  The  volumes  will  not  be  published  in  any 
particular  order,  but  they  will  be  strictly  unil'orm  in 
size,  type,  .'*cc. 


PROSPKCTUS. 


fi.  The  number  of  volumes  to  be  published  annually 
must  depend  on  the  amount  of  money  reeeived  either 
from  the  sale  of  the  works,  or  from  the  donations  of 
friends. 

7.  The  Editor  will  be  answerable  for  the  general 
aecuracy  and  fidelity  of  the  narratives,  for  the  tone 
and  spirit  of  the  whole  work,  and  for  the  selection  of 
the  lives  to  be  published ; and  accordingly  be  will  be 
deeply  pained  if  any  man  of  piety  and  good  sense 
shall  consider  either  that  be  has  inserted  in  his 
list  any  name  but  those  of  Physicians  really  fearing 
God  and  loving  Christ,  or  that  he  has  published  any 
life  written  in  a low  or  unchristian  spirit : but,  as  it 
is  proposed  to  comprehend  Physicians  of  all  ages  and 
countries,  and  not  merely  those  who  have  been  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  of  England,  (still  less  those  who 
have  belonged  to  this  or  that  particular  party  in  it,) 
it  is  manifest  that  neither  the  Editor  nor  the  Writers 
are  to  be  considered  responsible  for  the  particular 
theological  opinions  which  any  of  these  individuals 
may  have  held. 


AH  Saints’  Day,  1814. 


PREFACE. 

The  present  little  book  forms  the  first  of  a 
series  of  Christian  Medical  Biographies,  which  it 
is  proposed  to  publish,  and  of  which  some  account 
is  given  in  the  accompanying  Prospectus. 

The  particular  reasons  which  induced  the  Editor 
to  begin  with  the  life  of  Sir  James  Stonhouse, 
would  not  interest  the  Reader,  hut  one  may  be 
mentioned,  viz.,  that,  as  the  importance  of  this 
life  will  probably  not  he  considered  so  great  as  that 
of  some  of  the  others,  it  was  thought  that  the 
imperfections  generally  attendant  upon  a first 
attempt  would  be  also  of  less  consecpience. 

With  respect  to  the  Life  itself,  it  has  been  the 
Writer’s  aim  to  exhibit  the  character  and  opinions 
of  Sir  James  Stonhouse  exactly  as  they  were, 
and  not  to  represent  him  in  any  respect  wiser  or 
better  than  he  really  was.  And  as  he  does  not 
seek  to  identify  himself  with  Sir  J.  S.,  he  has 
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therefore  been  content  to  let  him  express  his  own 
opinions  in  his  own  words, — a plan  which  he 
liopes  to  adopt,  as  far  as  possible,  in  each  suc- 
ceeding instance. 

Almost  all  the  Letters  are  taken  from.  Sted- 
man’s  collection  “,  but  much  has  been  omitted  ; 
some  parts  being  only  of  temporary'  interest,  and 
others  quite  undeserving  of  publication  : — and  if 
the  selection  were  to  be  made  afresh,  probably 
still  greater  omissions  might  be  made  v^^th  ad- 
vantage. The  few  letters  that  have  been  found 
ehsewLere  have  been  inserted  entire,  to  make  the 
collection  more  complete. 

a. 


All  Saints’  Ikni,  1844. 


^ “ Letters  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Job  Orton;  and  the  Rev.  Sir  James 
Stonhouse,  Bart.,  to  the  Rev.  Thomas  Stedman/'  iVc.  2 vols. 

small  8vo.  2nd  edition,  Shrewsbury,  1805. 


LIFE  OF  SIR  JAMES  STONHOUSE. 


James  Stonhouse  was  the  elder  son  of  Richard 
and  Carohna  Stonhouse  of  Tubney,  a small  vil- 
lage near  Abingdon,  in  Berkshire.  His  family 
was  originally  of  the  county  of  Kent,  where  it 
flourished  for  several  generations,  and  from  whence 
it  removed  in  the  sixteenth  century  to  Radley, 
near  Abingdon,  Berks.  In  1G28  William  Ston- 
house was  created  a Baronet ; and  Sir  John  (the 
seventh  who  bore  that  title,)  was  Comptroller  of 
the  Household  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  one  of 
the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council,  and  Member  of 
Parliament  for  the  County  of  Berkshire.  James 
was  the  great-grandson  of  Sir  George  Stonhouse, 
third'  Baronet  of  the  family,  and  himself  suc- 
ceeded to  the  title  late  in  life,  on  the  death  of 
Jiis  cousin,  the  Rev.  Sir  James  Stonhouse,  D.C.L., 

» See  Burke’s  Peerage  U7ul  and  Stonliouse’s 

p.  258  &c.  This  Letter  (the  36th)  contains  a sliort  sketch  of  his  early 
life,  which  has  furnished  mo.st  of  the  materials  for  the  following 
Memoir,  and  which  may  h(f  considered  as  the  authority  for  the 
statements  in  the  text  whenever  no  other  work  is  referred  to.  The 
writer's  own  words  have  generally  been  used. 
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LIFE  OF  SIR  JAMES  STONnOUSE. 


the  tenth  Baronet’’.  He  was  born  July  9.  O.S. 
(20,  N.S.)  I7IG.  His  father  (as  he  tells  us  him- 
self,) was  a country  squire,  who  kept  a pack  of 
hounds,  and  w'as  a violent  Jacobite ; he  died  when 
his  son  James  w’as  about  ten  years  old,  1726  ; his 
mother  lived  many  years  longer.  He  had  no  sisters, 
and  one  brother,  named  Richard,  a captain  in  the 
army,  wdio  was  engaged  in  several  battles,  and 
distinguished  himself  by  bis  bravery,  and  wdio  died 
of  the  influenza  at  the  age  of  fifty®,  1775. 

He  was  sent  as  a commoner^’  to  Winchester  under 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Burton,  and  afterwards  in  1732  to  St. 
John’s  College, Oxford®,  under  the  Rev.  Dr.  Holmes, 
wfliere  it  is  said  by  a Avriter  in  the  Gentleman’ s 
Magazine^ , that  his  superior  talents  soon  displayed 
themselves.  Having  in  consequence  of  an  early 
determination®  chosen  Physic  as  his  profession,  he 
began  to  reside  in  London,  probably  in  1736.  He 
had  his  medical  education  under  Dr.  Nicholls’’,  a 

^ The  accompanying  pedigree  (drawn  np  partly  from  BwrkeV 
liarontiface^  Stouhouse’s  lA'tfers^  and  the  Gentleman's  Jlaffacwe^  and 
partly  from  private  information,)  contains  the  names  of  all  his  rela- 
tions that  are  mniitioned  in  the  following  Memoir  and  Letters;  though 
it  cannot  he  entirely  depended  on. 

^ ytonhousc's  pp.  75,  259.  Stonhou.se  says  forty^  but  ns 

this  would  inalve  him  to  be  born  in  1735,  nine  years  after  his  father's 
dentil,  it  seems  tolerably  certain  that/i/yv  is  meant,  and  that  he  was 
born  in  1 725,  one  year  before  his  fathers  d(*atli. 

As  his  name  does  not  appear  in  the  list  of  Scholars. 

" College  Register.  ^ vol.  ixv.  p.  1075.  e Gent.  May.  ibid. 

**  Frank  Nicholls  was  born  in  1G99,  and  educated  first  at  West- 
minster and  afterwards  at  Kxeter  College,  Oxford,  17 l-J  ; took  the 
degree  of  M.A.  in  1721,  that  of  iM.13.  in  1724,  and  that  of  M.D. 


George  (3rd  Hurt.) 


John  succeeded  ub  2nd  Bari.,  on  Iho  death  of  liis  father,  (o  a patent  granted  in  1070,  LrUers^  p.  171. 
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son-in-law  of  Dr.  Mead,  and  one  of  the  most  cele- 
brated anatomists  of  his  day,  in  whose  house  in 
London  he  resided  for  two  years.  Here  he  carried 
on  his  anatomical  studies  with  great  advantages 
and  success,  but  with  no  less  injuiy  to  his  religious 
and  moral  character,  as  Dr.  Nicholls  was  a pro- 
fessed deist,  and  took  great  pains  to  instil  his  per- 
nicious principles  into  the  minds  of  his  pupils. 
“ Under  him”  (as  Dr.  Stonhouse  expressed  him- 
self in  after  life,)  “under  him  I commenced  infidel 
and  such  he  continued  to  he  for  seven  years.  He 
attended  at  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital  for  two  years 
(probably  from  1738  to  1740,)  under  Sir  Edward 
Wilmot*,  Dr.  HalP,  and  Dr.  Letherland''’. 


in  1729.  He  filled  for  some  time  the  office  of  Reader  of  Anatomy 
ut  Oxford,  (probably  in  place  of  the  Regius  Professor  of  Medicine,) 
and  acquired  great  reputation  by  his  Lectures.  He  was  admitted 
a member  of  the  London  College  of  Physicians  in  1732  ; where  he 
read  the  Gulstonian  Lectures  in  1734  and  1736,  and  delivered  the 
Harveian  Oration  in  1739.  He  married  Elizabeth,  youngest  daughter 
of  Dr.  Mead  in  1743;  was  appointed  Chirurgical  Lecturer  to  the 
College  of  Physicians  in  1748;  and  Physician  to  King  George  II.  in 
1753,  of  whose  death  (occa.sioned  by  the  very  remarkable  circum- 
stance of  a rupture  of  the  right  ventricle  of  the  heart,)  he  published 
an  account  in  the  Philosophicdl  Transaction^  vol.  52.  p.  265.  He 
wrote  several  other  medical  works,  is  said  to  have  been  the  inventor 
of  corroded  anatomical  preparations,  and  died  in  1778.  {Catal.  of 
Oxf.  Grad.;  Gent.  Mag.  vol.  Iv.  p.  13.) 

> Edward  Wilinot  was  born  in  1693;  educated  at  Cambridge; 
(where  he  is  perhaps  tlie  George  Edward  Wilmot,  of  St.  .TohiiV 
College,  who  became  M.A.  in  1718,  ajid  M.D.  in  1725;)  was  ap- 
pointed Physician  to  St.  Thomas's  Hospital  in  1729  ; resigned  in 
1740  ; delivered  the  Harveian  Oration  at  the  College  of  Pby.sicians 
in  1736;  married  Sarah,  eldest  daughter  of  Dr.  Mead;  appointed 
Physician  to  Queen  Caroline,  and  Frederick  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
in  1742  to  King  George  II.;  also  Physician-general  to  the  Forces  in 
1746;  created  a Baronet  in  1759  ; Physician  to  King  George  III. 
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In  1739,  July  7,  he  took  his  degree  of  M.A.* 
In  1740  he  went  abroad  for  two  years,  to  see  the 
practice  at  Lyons,  Montpelier,  Marseilles,  and 
Paris,  at  which  last  city  he  says  that  there  were  at 
that  time  about  four  thousand  patients  in  the 
grand  hospital,  or  Hotel-Dieu'".  On  his  return  to 


in  1760;  and  died  in  1786,  {Catal.  of  Cambr,  Grad.;  IMinute  Book 
of  St.  Thomas's  Hosp.;  Nichols,  Liter.  Anecd.  vol.  ii.  p.  86;  Gent. 
Muij.  Yols,  xii,  xvi,  xxix,  and  xxx.) 

j Abraham  Hall,  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  hl.B.  in  1725; 
M.D.  in  1728  ; appointed  Physician  to  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital  in 
1733  ; resigned  in  1749.  He  was  also  Physician  to  the  Charter- 
Honse.  {fatal,  of  Cambr.  Grad.;  Minute  Bookof  St.  Thom.  Hosp.; 
Nichols,  Liter.  Anecd.  vol.  vii.  p.  166.) 

Joseph  Lelherland  took  his  degree  of  M.D.  at  Cambridge,  per 
Literas  Rcgias,  in  1736;  appointed  Physician  to  St.  Thomas’s  Hos- 
pital in  1736;  resigned  in  1759;  chosen  Censor  of  the  London  College 
of  Physicians  in  1742  ; afterwards  appointed  Physician  to  the  Queen  ; 
and  died  in  1764.  He  was  a learned  man;  wrote  some  pamphlets 
in  the  controversy  respecting  the  condition  and  rank  of  the  ancient 
Physicians,  occasioned  by  ^^iddleton’s  Dissert,  de  Statu  ]\ledicor.  up. 
Veteres  Romanos.,  1726;  bought  Castell’s  oriental  books  and  MSS.; 
and  collected  a library  which  was  sold  by  auction  after  his  death  in 
1765.  Warburton  in  a letter  mentions  him  and  Dr.  Heberden  ns 
being  “ the  two  best  Physicians  in  Europe  in  his  opinion.”  {Catal. 
of  Cambr.  Grad.;  Gent.  Alay.  vol.  xii.  p.  545:  xxxiv.  198;  Minute 
Book  of  St.  Thom.  Hosp. ; Nichols,  Liter.  Anecd.  vol.  i.  pp.  267, 268, 
506:  iii.  74,  617.)  ' Catal.  of  Oxf.  Grad. 

The  Hdtel-Dieii  at  Paris  is  generally  supposed  to  have  been 
founded  by  St.  Landry,  Bishop  of  Paris,  in  the  seventli  century. 
The  number  of  patients  contained  in  it  has  varied  considerably:  iu 
ancient  times  the  number  was  eight  or  nine  hundred;  in  1651, 
seventeen  or  eighteen  hundred  ; in  1663,  two  thousand  five  hundred  ; 
in  1740,  '41,  *42,  ’50,  ’51,  and  '52,  there  were  frtajuently  from  ihnjo 
thousand  to  throe  thousaml  nine  hundred  and  six  ; about  1765,  three 
thou.sand  ; in  1786,  four  thousand.  The  greatest  number  ap])cars 
to  have  been  four  thousand  eight  hundred.  In  1828  the  numb(?r  of 
beds  hud  been  reduced  to  one  thousaml ; and  at  the  present  time 
(1844)  it  amounts  to  only  about  nine  hundred.  In  one  single  ward 
(the  “ Salle  Saint  Charles,”)  there  used  to  be  four  hundred  and  thirtecm 
patients;  anrl  three,  four,  five,  and  even  six  grown  persons  (or  seven 
or  eight  children,)  were  often  placed  iu  the  same  bed.  (See  Tenon, 
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England  in  1742,  he  settled  for  one  year  at 
Coventiy,  in  Warwickshire,  at  the  age  of  six  and 
twenty.  Here  he  married.  May  20",  Anne, 
elder  daughter  of  John  Neale,  Esq.  of  Allesley, 
near  Coventry,  and  Member  of  Parhament  for 
that  borough,  who  was  then  in  the  twentieth  year 
of  her  age",  and  had  been  a maid  of  honour  to 
Caroline,  Queen  Consort  of  George  the  Second  P. 
He  had  by  her  four  children  : 1 . his  eldest  son, 
who  was  born  1743,  went  to  India,  and  died 
there  in  17 72^1 ; 2.  Thomas,  who  was  born  in  1744'', 
who  also  went  to  India®,  succeeded  his  father  as 
twelfth  Baronet,  and  died  in  1810Q  3.  Sarah, 
born  in  1746"',  who  married  George  Vansittart,Esq. 
of  Bisham  Abbey,  near  Maidenhead,  Berks,  and 
Member  of  Parliament  for  that  county,  and  who 
died  in  1819";  and  4.  Lucy,  who  was  born  in 
1747  b married  — Palk,  Esq.,  went  to  India,  and 
died  there  in  1773^. 

He  took  his  degree  of  M.B.,  June  1,  1742^',  and 
in  April,  1743,  he  removed  from  Coventry  to 
Northampton,  an  event  which  had  a most  im- 

Man.  snr  les  Hopitanx  de  Paris^  4to.  1788.  pp.  109,  135,  130,  176, 
177,  iVrc.;  Bulletin  de  la  SociHe  des  Et(d)lissemens  ChuriUthles,  1831. 
tome  i.  p.  153;  Gaz.  des  Hopitanx^  Aiig.  3.  1844.) 

''  Gent.  Ma<j.  vol.  xii.  p.  *274.  ° Stoiihoiise’s  I^etters.,  p.  15*2. 

P Burke’s  Baronetage.  q Orton’s  lA'tters^  p.  56. 

’’  Register  oi' All  Saints  Parish  at  Northampton. 

* Gent.  Map.  vol.  Ixv.  p.  1058. 

* Burke's  Baronetape.  » Gent.  Map.  vol.  Isxxix.  1.  p.  489. 

* Stouhouse's  Letters^  p.  61.  >’  Catal.  of  Oxf.  Grad. 
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portant  and  beneficial  influence  on  the  whole  of 
his  future  life.  Here  he  practised  physic  for  up- 
wards of  twenty  years,  and  from  his  skill  and 
judgment  he  soon  attained  to  a high  degree  of 
celebrity^. 

There  were  living  at  this  time  at  Northamp- 
ton a considerable  number  of  the  religious  com- 
munity that  may  he  called  the  Old  Dissenters 
of  England  ; the  descendants  of  those  who  ad- 
hered to  the  clergy  that  left  the  established 
Church  when  the  Act  of  Uniformity,  passed  in 
1662,  prescribed  the  terms  of  ministerial  con- 
formity. These  persons  formed  a numerous  and 
powerful  party  during  the  whole  of  that  reign, 
and  at  length  succeeded,  though  after  much 
sufl^ering,  in  enforcing  their  right  to  have  their 
meeting-houses  protected  by  law,  and  themselves 
allowed  to  assemble  under  the  same  protection 
which  was  extended  to  ministers  and  people  who 
were  willing  to  conform  under  that  Act.  This 
right,  however,  was  not  recognised  till  after  the 
Revolution.  The  Act  of  Parliament  which  gave  it 
is  called  the  “Act  of  Toleration,”  and  was  one  of 

‘ (lent.  Mag.  vol.  Ixv.  p.  1075.  In  n latter  written  March  15, 
1747,  the  Countess  < f Huntingdon  say.s  : — “ I have  consented  to 
apply  to  one  of  the  faculty,  and  I have  desired  that  it  may  he  Dr. 
Stonhouse  of  your  town,  who  is  the  only  person  to  he  sent  for  to  me 
whenever  I should  he  so  ill  us  to  he  thought  in  immediate  danger; 
and,  till  then,  his  advice  taken  upon  my  case.’’  (Doddridge’s 
Correspfmdenee  and  Diary.,  vol.  iv.  p.  530.) 
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the  first  legislative  measures  of  the  new  govern- 
ment, being  passed  in  l()S9.  The  effect  of  it 
was,  that  the  non-conforming  or  dissenting  body 
became  east  into  societies,  each  with  its  own 
jilace  of  religious  worship  ; each  having  also  its 
own  jmstor,  who  was  either  a IMinistcr  who  had 
heen  silenced  by  the  act  of  1G6’2,  or  one  who  had 
been  trained  under  those  jMinisters  and  ordained 
by  them'*. 

At  the  time  when  Dr.  Stonhouse  removed  to 
Northampton,  the  Minister  of  this  congregation 
was  the  pious  and  learned  Dr.  Doddridge,  who 
had  been  settled  there  for  about  thirteen  years, 
and  who  was  also  at  the  head  of  the  Dissenting 
Academy  cstablisheil  in  that  town.  Doddridge 
soon  became  aeipiainted  with  Dr.  Stonhouse,  and 
was  much  pleased  with  his  address  and  manners, 
as  a]i])cars  from  one  of  his  letters,  written  March 
If),  17  Id,  after  Dr.  Stonhouse  had  visited  North- 
ampton. and  shortly  before  he  settled  there  : — 
“ A very  agreeable  neighbour  is  lately  come 
hither.  Dr.  Stonhouse,  from  Coventry,  brother  to 
Sir  John  Stonhouse.  He  is  a veiy  accomplished 
man ; and,  being  possessed  of  a plentiful  fortune, 
and  also  liking  the  situation  of  the  place,  has  de- 
termined to  fix  here,  and  wait  an  opportunity  of 
doing  something  as  a Phvsician  when  either  of 

* Penny  Cydep.^  urt.  rKnUriilye, 
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those  already  settled  in  the  town  may  drop,  for 
till  then  he  has  but  very  little  expectation'*.” 

Doddridge  no  doubt  soon  discovered  that  Dr. 
Stonhouse  did  not  even  profess  to  be  a believer  in 
Christianity ; but,  instead  of  avoiding  his  society 
on  that  account,  (as  any  religious  man  would  have 
been  quite  justified  in  doing,)  he  probably  found 
in  him  the  seeds  of  so  many  valuable  and  noble 
qualities  that  he  was  induced  to  cultivate  his  ac- 
quaintance, and  (as  will  shortly  be  seen,)  with  the 
happiest  results'*. 

Me  began  his  benevolent  and  jnofessional  la- 
bours at  Northampton  by  setting  on  foot  a sub- 
scription for  founding  a Hospital in  that  town,  in 
which  undertaking  he  was  much  assisted  by  Dod- 
dridge®, who  preached  a sermon'  on  the  occasion, 
and  which  at  last,  after  much  opposition  t',  he  sue- 


'*  Do(ldri(lpe’«  ('orresp.  and  Diarij^\o\.  iv.  p.  221. 

® IfiUl.  p.  3^11.  note.  Hee  Appendix,  note  A. 

The  original  County  Infirmary  at  Northampton  contained  forty 
beds,  and  was  situated  near  tlie  centre  of  the  town.  In  1773  it  was 
enlarged  so  as  to  take  in  sixty  In-patients,  and  in  17b4  the  number 
of  beds  was  increased  to  seventy.  In  1793,  the  former  liouse  having 
been  disposed  of,  the  present  building,  standing  in  a delightful  situa- 
tion on  the  margin  of  the  town,  was  opened  for  one  hundred  In- 
patients from  all  counties,  with  the  name  and  title  of  the  “North- 
ampn>n  General  Inllrmary;”  and  at  the  i)resent  time  (184-j)  tin* 
number  of  beds  is  one  hundred  and  flft(?en.  (MS.  Communication 
from  George  Ilarday,  Ksfp,  M.H.C.H.,  of  Northampton.) 

« See  Doddridge's  Correyji.  and  Dianj^  vol.  iv.  pp.  297,  303,  307. 
In  one  j)lace  he  says,  ‘‘  Dr.  Stonhouse  will  hardly  do  any  thing  [at 
the  Infirinary]  without  me.”  (p.  30t).) 

' Afterwards  published  with  the  title: — Compassion  to  the  Si>k  rc' 
commended  and  ur<jed^  A'c.  Svo. 

8 Stonhouse's  lAiUers,  p.  2()1. 
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ceedecl  in  elFecting.  To  this  institution  he  was 
appointed  Physician  in  ordinary  in  Sept.  1743**; 
which  office  he  held  for  thirteen  years ; and  the 
excellent  book  of  Statutes  and  Rules,  said'  to  have 
been  compiled  by  him  for  its  government,  which, 
on  account  of  its  superior  merits,  has  been  ad- 
mitted into  other  establishments  of  the  like  nature, 
and  which  with  a few  alterations  is  still  in  use  at 
Northampton^,  is  a standing  monument  of  his  zeal 
and  judgment.  In  the  following  year,  1744,  Dr. 
Akenside,  the  poet,  came  to  settle  at  Northampton, 
“where”  (says  Johnson’^,)  “Dr.  Stonhouse  then 
practised  with  such  reputation  and  success,  that  a 
stranger  was  not  likely  to  gain  ground  upon 
him.”  The  following  is  part  of  a letter  written 
by  Doddridge  to  Dr.  Stonhouse  on  the  occa- 
sion’ : — 

“ Cambridge,  June  20,  1744. 

“ Dear  Doctor, 

“ Never  was  I more  surprised  than  at  the  news 

3Ir.  Harday,  INIS.  Communication. 

‘ So  it  is  stated  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  (vol.  Ixv.  p.  1075.), 
but  Mr.  Harday  thinks  it  doubtful  whether  tlie  original  Rules  were 
drawn  up  by  Dr.  Stonhouse,  as  there  is  no  allusion  in  the  Minute 
Rooks  to  his  having  been  appointed  to  perforin  that  task.  Whether 
he  drew  up  all  the  Rules,  or  not,  it  seems  most  probable  that  he 
would  be  much  consulted  on  the  occasion;  and  he  mentions  himself 
that  the  annual  “ Report  was  drawn  up  by  him  for  several  years 
together.”  {Lditters^  p.  13'). ) 

Mr.  Ilarday,  MS.  Communication. 

k Life  o f Akenside. 

^Doddridge’s  Cvrresj).  and  Diary^  vol.  iv.  p.  334;  Stonhouse’.-? 
LelierSj  p.  202. 
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of  Dr.  Akenside’s  arrival  at  Northampton ; I had 
not  till  last  night  the  remotest  hint  of  such  a 
scheme,  and  I have  now  been  writing  him  a long 
letter,  to  convince  him  how  little  he  has  to  expect 
there.  In  it  are  the  following  words ; after  having 
expressed  very  sincerely  my  esteem  for  his  abilities, 
and  general  propensity  to  have  served  him,  had  cir- 
cumstances allowed,  I add : — ‘ In  proportion  to 
this,  must  be  my  caution  to  do  nothing  to  encourage 
an  expectation  from  the  place,  which  I think  un- 
grounded, or  to  forfeit  your  esteem,  which  I desire 
yet  more  than  your  neighbourhood,  by  inconstancy 
in  a friendship  already  contracted.  The  intimacy 
which  has  subsisted  for  several  months  between  Dr. 
Stonhouse  and  myself,  the  confidence  which  that 
generous  and  worthy  man  has  reposed  in  me  in 
matters  of  the  highest  importance,  his  readiness 
not  only  to  oblige  me  by  all  the  offices  of  politeness 
in  common  life,  but  also  to  favour  with  his  con- 
stant attendance  and  advice  gratis  many  very 
worthy  though  indigent  persons,  whom  I re- 
commended to  his  care,  beside  the  obligation 
which  our  town  and  county  owes  to  him  as  the 
founder  of  our  Infirmary  ; (for  such  indeed  he  is;) 
are  aU  considerations,  which  unite  me  to  him  in 
bonds  which  I shall  ever  hold  sacred.’ — After 
this,  he  will  hardly  think  of  settling  with  us  as  a 
Physician,  and  I have  offered  him  my  good  offices. 
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if  desired,  to  search  out  for  him  in  this  journey 
some  other  place.  But  if,  -which  is  not  impossible, 
he  set  out  in  the  way  of  midwifery  and  surgery, 
(as  did  Dr,  Fordyce,  who  took  his  degrees  abroad, 
and  practises  with  great  success  and  honour,)  the 
scene  is  changed,  and  let  Litchfield  look  to  himself 
if  he  will  stay  at  Northampton  as  a Physician  : hut 
I shall  live  with  him  as  with  you  during  Dr.  Free- 
man’s life. 

“ As  to  the  expediency  of  the  joining  in  consul- 
tation with  him  as  a Physician,  if  recpiired,  I should 
have  no  scruple  about  it.  If  he  he  an  able  Physician, 
he  is  really  qualified  to  advise.  The  comparative 
•monstrosity  of  the  expense  at  our  Universities  is 
perhaps  only  sometimes  the  fault  of  students,  and 
a resolution  to  renounce  all  foreign  Physicians,  or 
learned  persons  of  our  own  country  because  bred 
abroad,  is,  1 think,  a mere  cabal,  and  the  more 
unreasonable,  as  such  terms  are  insisted  upon  here 
as  no  conscientious  man,  who  considers  things  fully, 
can  comply  w'ith ; at  least,  it  is  evidently  excluding 
all  Dissenters  from  the  possibility  of  being  Physi- 
cians, which,  for  the  sake  of  Jews  and  hlahometans 
alone,  I should  think  a most  unrighteous  thing. 
You  know  also  how  ill  it  would  sit  on  a gentleman 
who  received  most  of  his  knowledge  in  his  pecu- 
liar profession  abroad,  to  disclaim  a brother  on 
that  account ; and,  should  you  do  it,  I verily  be- 
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lieve,  my  dear  friend,  it  would  put  many  persons, 
from  a principle  of  liberty  and  justice,  or  perhaps 
of  pride,  on  espousing  the  interest  of  Dr.  Akenside, 
(who,  it  seems,  has  an  engaging  manner,)  if  he 
should  think  fit  to  stay  at  Northampton,  which, 
were  I in  his  case,  I should  on  that  punctilio  be 
more  inclined  to  do,  since  it  must  banish  him  from 
England  if  universally  adhered  to. 

“ You  will,  I hope,  pardon  the  freedom  of  a friend, 
who,  where  he  has  given  his  judgment,  can  bear 
with  your  acting  as  contraiw  to  it  as  you  please. 
Were  I in  your  case,  I would  converse  frankly 
with  Dr.  Akenside,  and  let  him  see  the  state  of 
affairs  at  Northampton  : he  will,  I dare  say,  have 
a just  regard  to  your  representations. 

I am.  Dear  Doctor, 

Your  most  faithful  and  obliged  humble  sen-ant, 

P.  Doddriuge.” 

Akenside  tried  the  contest  for  about  a year  and 
a half",  and  is  said  by  an  anonymous  writer  in  the 
Gentleman  s Magazine'^  to  have  supported  it  with 
extraordinary  violence.  What  we  know  of  Aken- 
side’s  character  is  not  calculated  to  compel  us  to 
disbelieve  the  statement  of  the  same  writer,  when 

Rev.  Alex.  Dycc’s  Life  of  Akensidcy  p.  xxxvi. 

" vol.  Ixiii.  p. 
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he  goes  on  to  assert  that  “ he  is  warranted,  by 
manuscripts  in  his  possession,  when  he  says  that 
not  only  a fair  and  open  struggle  of  medical 
hostilities,  but  every  art  and  every  exertion,  per- 
sonal abuse  and  private  insinuation,  were  used,  to 
usurp  Dr.  Stonhouse’s  professional  emoluments, 
and  oust  him  from  his  estabhshed  settlement.”  At 
length,  having  failed  in  his  attempt  to  establish 
himself,  Akenside  left  Northampton,  and  removed 
to  Hampstead,  near  London,  on  which  occasion  his 
generous  rival  furnished  him  with  the  following 
letter  of  introduction  to  a gentleman  of  conse- 
quence in  the  neighbourhood  of  his  new  abode  : — 

LETTER  1.  TO  . 

‘‘ Dear  Sir,  [IT^S.] 

“Tlie  gentleman  who  presents  you  with  this  is 
Dr.  Akenside,  a brother  Physician,  whose  merit,  as 
a man  of  refined  sense  and  elegance  of  taste,  is 
too  well  known  by  his  writings  ( The  Pleasures  of 
the  hnaf  nation,  etc.)  to  need  any  other  testimo- 
nial, and,  I dare  say,  from  what  you  already  know 
of  them,  you  will  naturally  conclude,  without  any 
praise  of  mine,  that  such  a man  must  be  propor- 
tionably  distinguished  in  his  own  peculiar  profes- 
sion. 

“ I take  this  opportunity  of  introducing  him 
to  the  honour  of  your  acquaintance ; and  make  no 
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doubt  you  will  receive  him  as  a gentleman,  whom, 
for  his  character  and  abilities,  I much  esteem,  and 
whose  near  neighbourhood,  in  any  place  where 
there  had  been  room  for  us  both,  I should  have 
regarded  as  an  addition  to  my  happiness. 

I am,  etc.” 

Some  months  before  this  time  (Jan.  14°.  1745) 
Dr.  Stonhouse  took  his  degree  of  M.D.  at  Oxford. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that,  during  all  this 
time,  when  he  was  so  zealously  promoting  the 
temporal  interests  of  the  sick  and  needy,  and  was 
capable  of  writing  so  noble  a letter  of  recommen- 
dation in  favour  of  his  unworthy  rival.  Dr.  Ston- 
house was  (as  he  himself  confesses,)  “ a confirmed 
infidel,”  doing  all  he  could  to  subvert  Religion,  not 
only  by  openly  avowing  his  own  unbelief,  but  even 
by  writing  a keen  pamphlet  against  Christianity, 
which  reached  a third  edition,  and  was  then  burned 
by  himself.  This  wretched  little  work  is  probably 
no  longer  in  existence,  nor  would  the  fact  of  his 
having  written  it  have  been  ever  known,  but  for 
his  own  penitent  confession  in  after  life,  to  which 
he  adds,  “for  writingP  and  spreading  of  which,  I 
humbly  hope,  as  I have  deeply  repented  of  it,  Gou 
has  forgiven  me ; though  1 never  can  forgive 
myself.” 


® Catal.  of  Qxf,  Grad. 


lAitterSy  p*  2G5. 
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The  exact  date  of  his  conversion  to  Christianity 
is  not  known,  but  the  blessed  instrument  employed 
by  God  for  effecting  this  great  work  was  Dr.  Dod- 
dridge ; his  acquaintance  with  whom  had  soon 
ripened  into  a strict  intimacy  and  friendship,  which 
was  maintained  by  constant  personal  intercourse, 
and  the  holy  bond  of  union  between  them,  till 
Doddridge’s  death  in  1751,  and  which  made  Dr. 
Stonhouse  ever  after  that  event  mention  him  in 
terms  of  affectionate  esteem'i.  Doddridge’s  three 
sermons  On  the  Evidences  of  the  Gospel’^,  and  his 
Rise  and  Progress  of  Religion  in  the  Soul,  (which 
was  first  published  soon  after  Dr.  Stonhouse  settled 
at  Northampton,  in  1745,)  were  of  great  use  in 
removing  his  prejudices,  and  forming  him  to  the 
love  and  practice  of  Religion.  “ Dr.  Doddridge,” 
says  he,  “ was  the  means  made  use  of  for  mv  con- 
version from  infidelity  from  beginning  to  end 
and  accordingly  there  were  found  several  passages 
in  Doddridge’s  private  Diary  testifying  his  thank- 
fplness  to  God  on  this  account.  In  a letter  to  a 


^ “Amon^  tliG  many  valuable  friends  Dr.  DoddridL'e  po<se.«sed,  it 
would  be  (liibcult  to  name  one  who  ranked  higher  in  his  estimation 
than  Dr.  Stonhou.se  : there  was  indeed  a saert’d  baud  of  union  between 
them  whieli  (tonld  not  fail  of  awakening  nuitnal  findings  of  the 
deepest  interest.”  (Doddridge Corresj*.  and  Diary ^ vol.  iv.  p.  33-1, 
note.) 

' Ten  Sonnons  on  the  Poirer  fntd  Grace  of  Christy  and  the  Kcidences 
of  His  Glorious  Gospel,,  Svo.  173(5.  The  Ihret*  last,  On  the  EridenceSy 
were  in  .some  later  editions  jirinted  so  as  to  be  hud  separate  from 
the  former.  (Orton’s  Life  of  Duddridyey  p.  138.) 
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friend®,  written  in  March,  1747,  speaking  of  this 
event,  he  expresses  himself  in  the  following 
manner ; — 

“ One  of  the  most  signal  instances  in  which  Gon 
has  ever  honoured  me,  was  in  the  conversion  of  a 
Phvsician  of  this  town,  who  was  once  a most 
abandoned  rake,  and  an  audacious  deist.  Gon 
made  me  the  means  first  of  bringing  him  to  a 
conviction  of  the  truth  of  Christianity ; then  of 
correcting  his  morals,  and  bringing  him  to  attend 
the  public  worship  of  Gon  at  church ; and  at 
length  of  enlightening  his  mind  with  that  true  and 
saving  knowledge  of  Christ,  to  which,  I bless 
God,  he  has  now  attained.  He  has  written  many 
most  truly  Christian  letters  to  his  old  companions; 
and  has  already,  as  he  informs  me  in  a letter 
which  I received  from  him  but  last  post,  (for  he  is 
now  in  London,)  been  the  means  of  converting  an 
intimate  friend,  who  was  once  as  great  a deist 
as  himself ; so  that  he  is  become  a true  lover 
of  Jesus  Christ.  His  is,  indeed,  an  amazing 
change.  Good  Mr.  Hervey  has  been  honoured 
as  a fellow-labourer  with  me  in  this  work ; and  he 
sometimes  comes  to  the  Meeting,  and  at  other 
times  is  a constant  attendant  at  Church.  My 
book  on  the  Rise  and  Prop-ess  of  ReUcjion  has 
been,  I hope,  honoured  of  God,  as  one  great  means 

• Corresj).  ami  Diary,  vol.  iv.  p.  527  ; Stonliousc’s  Lrlters,  p.  2G(i. 
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of  producing  this  blessed  change.  He  has  read  it 
again  and  again,  and  marked  with  a line  drawn 
under  them  some  hundreds  of  passages  which  occur 
in  that  treatise.” 

It  is  curious  to  observe,  that,  in  this  Letter, 
which  was  first  published  with  Dr.  Stonhouse’s 
Correspondence,  the  Editor,  besides  a few  verbal 
alterations,  has  softened  the  expression  “a  most 
abandoned  rake”  into  “free  in  his  inanncr  of  living,” 
and  has  entirely  omitted  the  passage  which  states 
that  he  used  sometimes  to  attend  the  Meeting,  and 
sometimes  the  Church.  Probably,  however,  most 
of  Dr.  Stonhouse’s  admirers  will  consider  these 
alterations  as  unnecessary  as  they  are  unwarrant- 
able. With  respect  to  the  first  point,  when  we 
think  of  our  Lord’s  words,  “joy  shall  be  in  Heaven 
over  one  sinner  that  repenteth,  more  than  over 
ninety  and  nine  just  persons  which  need  no  repent- 
ance*,” knowing  at  the  same  time  what  Dr.  Ston- 
house  became  in  after  life  ; we  need  not  be  anxious 
to  conceal  the  fact  (even  if  historical  truth  would 
suffer  us  to  do  so,)  that  the  infidel  principles  im- 
bibed from  bis  Tutor  produced  in  bim  their  usual 
and  natural  result,  and  that,  when  deprived  of  the 
heavenly  strength  supplied  by  Religion,  he  was 
unable  to  resist  the  temptations  to  which  a young 
Medical  Student  in  London  is  too  often  e.xposed. 


‘ &>t.  Luke  XV.  7 
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And  secondly,  with  respect  to  his  sometimes  going 
to  the  Meeting  while  he  continued  to  be  a member 
of  the  Established  Church,  when  we  remember  the 
blessings  he  derived  from  Doddridge’s  writings, 
sermons,  and  acquaintance,  and  that  (humanly 
speaking,)  but  for  him  he  would  never  have  ar- 
rived at  the  knowledge  of  the  Truth ; instead  of 
condemning  him  for  sometimes  attending  Dod- 
dridge’s preaching,  we  may  rather  be  thankful  to 
God  for  preventing  his  altogether  leaving  the 
Church  in  which  he  had  been  brought  up,  and  in 
which  he  was  one  day  to  be  himself  a spiritual 
labourer.  Let  not  any  one,  however,  misunderstand 
what  is  here  said,  as  though  it  were  intended  to  re- 
commend or  excuse  this  practice  generally,  nor  let 
him  think  that  Dr.  Stonhouse’s  example  may  be 
quoted  in  defence  of  it : it  is  only  meant  to  remind 
the  Reader  that  the  same  action,  which  to  one  in- 
dividual in  one  set  of  circumstances  would  be  un- 
lawful, may  to  another  person  differently  circum- 
stanced be  perfectly  natural  and  allowable,  and 
that  the  example  of  Dr.  Stonhouse  cannot  fairly 
be  quoted  as  a precedent  except  by  a person  in 
the  same  peculiar  circumstances.  This  same  re- 
mark will  frequently  recur  to  the  mind  in  reading 
the  following  Letters  and  extracts  from  his  works, 
in  which  there  are  several  passages  which  we  might 
almost  be  inclined  to  condemn  as  latitudinarian,  if 
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we  did  not  bear  in  mind  the  events  of  his  early 
life,  and  also  the  state  of  the  English  Church 
during  the  century  in  which  he  lived. 

Dr.  Stonhouse  tells  us  that  his  conversion  to 
Christianity,  and  the  various  circumstances  attend- 
ing it,  were  such  that  he  was  persuaded  to  write 
the  history  of  his  life,  which  he  kept  hy  him  for 
some  years,  altering  and  adding  as  his  recollection 
enabled  him.  He  read  it  occasionally  to  some  of 
his  intimate  friends,  and  meant  it  to  have  been 
printed  soon  after  his  death  ; thinking  it  might 
he  the  means  of  doing  some  good,  and  intending 
it  also  as  a public  acknowledgment  of  his  offences 
against  God,  and  his  hope  of  pardon  through 
the  mediation  of  his  Saviour.  This  design  he 
was  afterwards  induced  by  one  of  his  friends  to 
abandon  ; and  accordingly  he  burnt  the  autobio- 
graphy, lest  an  ill  use  should  be  made  of  it  after 
his  decease. 

The  “ Mr.  Hervey”  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
letter  from  Doddridge  was  the  well  known  author  of 
the  Meditations,  and  Theron  and  Aspasio,  who  was 
at  this  time  curate  to  his  father  at  Weston  Favell, 
near  Northampton,  and  with  whom  Dr.  Stonhouse 
lived  on  the  most  intimate  terms.  In  Hervey ’s 
published  Correspondence  there  are  many  allusions 
to  Dr.  Stonhouse,  and  many  Letters  evidently  ad- 
dressed to  him,  though  the  name  has  been  sup- 
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pressed.  It  seems  probable  also  that  he  is  the 
person  for  whose  use  several  long  Letters,  written 
in  the  years  1745,  ’46,  on  the  evidences  of  the 
Gospel,  and  certain  doctrinal  difficulties  connected 
with  Christianity,  were  composed".  The  following 
are  some  passages  either  addressed  to  Dr.  Ston- 
house,  or  referring  to  him  : — 

“Nov.  22.  1746*. 

“I  heartily  applaud  the  zeal  you 

shew  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  Patients. 
The  Infirmary  would  be  an  inestimable  blessing, 
if,  by  the  grace  of  God,  it  might  be  productive 
of  a reformation  in  the  persons  whom  it  admits 
and  discharges.  As  distressed  objects  will,  in  all 
probability,  resort  to  it  from  all  parts  of  the 
county,  a change  wrought  in  their  hearts,  and  a 
renewal  begun  in  their  lives,  might  be  a happy 
means  of  diffusing  Religion  far  and  near, — I hope 
the  Clergy  concerned  in  the  management  of  the 
Infirmary  wall  with  delight  and  assiduity  concur 
in  the  prosecution  of  so  desirable  an  end.  I can 
promise  for  one,  so  far  as  God  shall  give  him 
ability. — I wish  some  proper  scheme  were  con- 
trived for  the  execution  of  this  design,  in  which  I 
might  bear  some  little  part,  without  giving  um- 
brage to  my  brethren,  or  alarming  their  jealousy. 
— I have  sometimes  thought  of  offering  to  give 

“ Ilcrvey’s  Letters  vol.  i.  pp.  68 — 163.  * Ibid.  p.  179. 
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the  Patients  a kind  of  lecture  or  exhortation  once 
a week,  formed  upon  some  or  other  of  those  Scrip- 
tures, which  are  the  standing  mementos  of  their 
wards  y.  But,  sometimes  doubtful  whether  such  a 
proposal  would  meet  with  acceptance,  sometimes 
checked  by  the  infirmities  of  my  constitution,  I 
have  hitherto  neglected  to  mention  the  affair. 
However,  I now  venture  to  submit  it  to  your  con- 
sideration. To  this  or  any  other  more  adviseable 
method  I should  very  readily  contribute  the  best 
of  my  assistance. 

“ ‘ Are  you  inclined,  dear  Sir,  to  give  the  poor 
creatures  all  the  instruction  in  the  Christian  Reli- 
gion you  are  capable  of.?’ — We  take  you  at  your 
word ; and  henceforward  look  upon  you  as  an 
associate  in  our  great  work.  In  a warfare  of  such 
unspeakable  importance,  w^e  are  glad  to  strengthen 
our  force  by  the  accession  of  every  ally ; much 
more  of  such  an  auxiliaiy,  as  will  be  regarded  by 
the  Patients  with  an  uncommon  degree  of  attention 
and  pleasure.  Nor  can  I think  it  any  ways  incon- 
sistent with  the  office  of  a Physician,  or  any  dero- 
gation from  the  dignity  of  his  character,  to  feel 
the  pulse  of  the  Soid,  to  examine  into  the  symp- 
toms of  spiritual  maladies,  to  ask  exploring  ques- 
tions concerning  the  habit  of  the  mind,  and  pre- 

V Texts  of  Scripture,  in  the  Nortluimpton,  Winchester,  and  several 
other  Inhrimiries,  used  to  he  written  on  the  walls  of  the  wards,  an 
example  which  might  well  be  followed  now  in  all  other  Uospilals. 
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scribe  according,  either  for  the  purging  off  the 
peccant  humours  of  vice,  or  corroborating  the 
relaxed  powers  of  Grace.” 

“ Oct.  31.  174'7^ 

“ The  thoughts  of  our  littleSociety  brings 

to  my  mind  a pleasing  circumstance,  which  I ob- 
served, when  we  were  at  our  last  interview.  My 
very  valuable  friend  Dr.  S [tollhouse]  told  a story, 
in  which  he  had  occasion  to  refer  to  some  profane 
and  execrable  language.  Instead  of  defiling  his 
lips  with  a repetition  of  the  hellish  jargon,  he  was 
so  truly  discreet,  as  only  to  mention  it  under  the 
general  title  of  'horrid  oaths;'  a delicacy  this, 
which  I thought  highly  becoming  both  the  Chris- 
tian and  the  gentleman. — I have  sometimes  took 
the  freedom  to  observe,  in  the  most  respectful 
manner,  upon  some  little  inadvertencies  in  my 
worthy  friend’s  conduct;  but  now  it  is  with  the 
highest  pleasure  that  I congratulate  him  upon  a 
most  amiable  piece  of  religious  decorum,  intro- 
duced into  his  discourse.” 

“ Weston  Favelt,  July  29,  1749“. 

“ Thanks  to  my  dear  friend  for  his  welcome 
letter.  It  imparted  joy  to  my  heart ; and  having 
communicated  pleasure  to  our  family,  is  gone 
(part  of  it,  I mean,)  to  make  glad  your  children 
* Ilcrvcy's  hfttiTSj  vol.  i.  j).  19-1.  ^ vol.  i.  p.  205. 
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and  your  friends  at  Northampton.  I must  con- 
fess, I never  was  so  much  disheartened  at  your 
disorder  as  many  others  were,  even  though  the 
Physicians  themselves  had  given  you  over ; 
and  though  I have  been  often  accosted  by  some 
of  your  cordial  well-wishers,  with  such  saddening 
addresses,  ‘ I am  sorry.  Sir,  to  hear  that  Dr. 
S [tollhouse]  is  gone  to  Bristol,  without  any  likeli- 
hood of  returning  alive.’  I really  believe  that 
God  has  some  signal  work  for  you  to  do.  He 
That  has  snatched  the  brand  from  the  fire,  and 
made  it  a polished  shaft  in  His  quiver,  will  not, 
I persuade  myself,  so  soon  cast  it  away,  or  break 
it  to  pieces.  I have  a strong  presage  that  Al- 
mighty Goodness  will  continue  you  as  an  instru- 
ment to  glorify  His  Son  Jesus  Christ,  and  to 
turn  many  to  righteousness,  years  and  years  after 

I am  gone  hence,  and  seen  no  more 

“ Your  family  is  in  prosperity : your  olive 
plants  thrive,  and  are  glossy  with  health.  I 
asked  Sally,  where  her  papa  was,  and  how  he 
did?  and  her  pretty  little  lips  lisped,  ‘ Very  bad, 
and  gone  to  Bristol.’  Think,  my  friend,  when 
you  remember  those  sweet  and  engaging  children, 
think  on  that  delightful  promise  in  Scripture ; 
‘Can  a mother  forget  her  sucking  child?  Yea, 
she  may  forget,  yet  will  not  1 forget  thee'^.’  .... 

^ Isuiuh  xlix.  15. 
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“ I heard  you  condemned  the  other  day  in  a 
large  company,  and  indeed  treated  with  a malig- 
nant severity,  about  an  affair,  in  which,  to  my 
certain  knowledge,  you  had  acted  with  great 
generosity.  I explained,  to  the  confusion  of  the 
relator,  all  those  circumstances,  which  he  had  so 
grossly  misrepresented.” 

” My  dear  Friend'^, 

“ Can’t  you  get  a little  leisure  to  peruse 

part  of  my  intended  work'*  ? I have,  for  a month  or 
six  weeks,  been  prosecuting  it  in  earnest.  I have 
sent  four  of  the  Dialogues,  transcribed  by  my 
amanuensis.  Do  steal  a little  time  from  the 
multiplicity  of  your  medical  engagements  to  ex- 
amine them  ; retrench,  where  I am  redundant  ; 
clear  up,  where  I am  obscure  ; polish  what  is 
uncouth. — I hope  Mr.  * * * will  do  me  the  same 
favour;  and  may  the  God  of  wisdom  give  both 
my  friends  and  me  a right  judgment  in  all 
things.” 

“ My  dear  FriemD, 

‘‘  I have  read  Mr.  .lortinh  He  ajcmavates 

on 

features,  misrepresents  his  opponents,  and,  in  my 

* vol.  ii,  p.  1 27. 

**  Probubly  T/h‘ron  tmd  /Isposio,  wliich  wus  first  published  in  175.'). 

* Nichols’s  Uterunj  IJiatonj  of  the  \^th  vol.  ii.  p.  H*13. 

^ ^ Probubly  his  Remarks  on  Ecclesiustiad  Ilislon/.  [Note  by  the 
Editor  of  Nicholses  Liter.  Hist.] 
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opinion,  mistakes  the  meaning,  diminishes  the 
blessing  of  Gospel-salvation.  On  such  points, 
controversy,  unless  it  he  conducted  by  minds  free 
from  prejudice,  (and  where  are  these  to  be  found?) 
is  endless.  I shall  only  wish  for  him,  wish  for 
myself,  and  for  ail  whom  it  may  concern,  that  we 
may  always  find  in  our  breasts  a will  free  to  good  ; 
when  we  are  provoked  to  passion,  a will  free  to 
exercise  meekness  ; when  we  are  instigated  to  re- 
sentment, a will  free  to  love  our  bitterest  enemy  ; 
when  we  are  disajipointed  in  our  designs  and 
afflicted  in  our  persons,  a will  free  to  acquiesce 
with  complacency  and  thankfulness.  Such  a will 
to  all  this,  as  we  have  to  gratify  our  appetite,  to 
obtain  success  in  our  schemes,  and  enjoy  favour 
with  our  friends  ; where  this  is  found,  there  is 
liberty,  ‘the  liberty  ofrighteousness!  ’ For  my  part, 
I have  no  hope  to  obtain  it,  hut  only  in  the  man- 
ner which  David  prescribes,  ‘ 0 give  me  the  com- 
fort of  Thy  help,  and  stahlish  me  with  Thy  free 
Spirits!’  My  very  respectful  and  affectionate 
compliments  attend  Dr.  Cotton'’.  I wish  him  much 
of  that  amiable  and  delightful  Religion,  ‘ which  is 

s Psulm  li.  1-2. 

Probulily  Nutliaiiii*!  Cotton,  31. D.  the  nutlior  of  “ Visions  in 
^erse.*’  ami  other  writings  both  in  verst*  ami  prose.  Ht*  kept  a 
private  lumitle  asylum  at  St.  Albans,  ami  attended  the  poet  Cowper 
during  his  temporary  mental  derangement.  lie  died  in  17SS,  pro- 
bably at  the  age  of  eighty-one  or  two.  (Chalmer.s's  Bioymph.  Diet.) 
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not  meat  and  drink,  but  righteousness,  and  peace, 
and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost*.’  Beg  of  him,  at 
some  leisure  moment,  to  translate  for  me  these 
lines  from  Virgil,  Aen.  xii.  50  : — 

‘ Et  nos  tela,  pater,  ferrumque  hand  debile  dextra 

Spargimus,  et  nostro  sequitur  de  vulnere  sanguis 

accommodating  them  to  the  purpose  for  which 
they  are  quoted  in  the  beginning  of  my  Eighth 
Dialogued — Ever  yours,  J.  H.” 

“ My  dear  Friend'^, 

“ As  to  the  matter  of  defending  me,  I think  ‘ non 
est  tanti.’  I am  ten  thousand  times  more  for  your 
conversing  like  a Christian  on  every  occasion. 
Take  all  proper  opportunities  of  glorifying  your 
Divine  Master,  and  be  spreading  abroad  the  savour 
of  His  blessed  name.  It  would  bring  dignity  to  your 
character,  I am  persuaded,  and  would  command 
reverence  even  from  gainsayers,  if  you  was 
sometimes  to  make  a frank  declaration  on  this 
head,  and  act  accordingly.  Don’t  scruple  to  bid 
your  patients  seek  to  God  for  a blessing ; when 
they  are  recovered,  remind  them  of  their  obliga- 
tions to  the  Almighty  Physician ; they  are  re- 
stored to  health,  not  for  the  poor  purposes  of 

‘ Rom.  xiv.  17. 

^ viz.  in  his  T/ieron  an/l  Aspnsio. 

^ liurvuy’B  Lelierst  vol.  ii.  p.  232 ; and  Nichols’s  Liter.  Hist.  ibid. 
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eating  and  drinking  a little  more,  but  to  acquaint 
themselves  with  Christ  Jesus,  to  prepare  for 
Eternity,  and  make  their  salvation  sure.  This 
would  be  truly  graceful ; might  do  much  good ; 
and,  should  any  one  find  fault  with  this  practice, 
he  must  not  pretend  to  the  piety  of  a Christian, 
he  has  not  the  religion  of  a heathen.  Such  a one 
should  remember  the  conduct,  and  consider  the 
sentiments,  of  your  brother  lapis  : — 

‘ Non  liaec  humanis  opibus,  non  Arte  magistra 
Proveniunt,  neque  te,  Aenea,  mea  dexteva  servat ; 

Major  agit  Df.us,  atque  opera  ad  niajora  remittit.’ 

(Virgil,  Aen.  xii.  427.) 

‘ This  is  no  mortal  work,  no  cure  of  mine, 

Nor  Art’s  effect,  but  done  by  hands  divine  ; 

’Tis  God,  Aeneas  to  the  battle  sends, 

’Tis  God  preserves  his  life  for  greater  ends.’ 

“ Do,  my  dear  friend,  persist,  in  a prudent 
way,  to  hear  your  testimony  for  a Master  Who 
has  bought  you  with  His  very  life,  and  intends  to 
make  you  partaker  of  His  everlasting  kingdom. 
If  this  does  }’ou  or  yours  any  real  harm,  reproach 
me  with  it  when  we  shall  both  stand  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  whole  world,  and  before  the  tribunal 
of  our  Judge. — Ever  yours,  while  J.  Hervey. 

“ P.  S.  You  tell  me  that  ‘your  business  has  lain 
so  wide,  and  you  have  been  so  much  hurried  this 


LIFE  OF  SIR  JAMES  STOMIOL'SE.  2!> 

sickly  time,  that  you  have  scarcely  had  a quarter 
of  an  hour  to  yourself  for  these  last  three  weeks.’ 
Oh ! my  clear  friend,  how  much  soever  you  may 
be  hurried  by  the  distance  and  the  multiplicity  of 
your  avocations,  don’t  forget  to  pray  for  that 
wisdom  which  is  profitable'^  (or  useful,)  to  direct  us 
even  in  the  smallest  matters,  much  more  in  all 
great  and  weighty  affairs.  You,  who  move  in  so 
conspicuous  a sphere,  so  large  a field  of  action, 
must  have  very  particular  occasion,  very  pressing 
necessity,  for  Divine  direction  ; and  therefore  that 
important  ejaculation,  ‘ Direct  me,  O Lord ! ’ 
should  ever  be  uppermost  in  your  thoughts. 
‘ Take  ye  heed,  watch  and  pray',’  this  is  the  kind 
admonition  of  the  blessed  Jesus,  Who  well  knows 
the  human  frame,  and  sees  how  very  liable  we 
are  to  be  drawn  aside  by  a variety  of  temptations 
with  which  we  are  daily  surrounded.” 

“ ]Veston,  Saturday  morning"'. 

“ Much  I loved,  and  much  I esteemed  my  dear 
friend  before ; but  now,  methinks,  I love  and 
esteem  him  more,  on  account  of  his  kind  accept- 
ance of  my  free  admonitions. — Do,  my  dear 
friend,  let  us  remember  how  important  the  hours 
of  our  present  life,  and  the  moments  of  social  in- 

tercmirse  are. — Dr.  W of  Worcester,  who 

'*  Keel.  X.  10.  ' St.  jMark  xiii,  33.  vol.  U.  p.  3GB. 
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has  a fine  taste  for  painting,  can,  though  engaged 
in  great  business,  paint,  and  talk  now  and  then 
upon  paintings  ; Dr.  C[otton]  of  St.  Albans,  who 
has  a fine  genius  for  poetry,  though  amidst  a 
variety  of  employs,  can  write,  and  give  his  senti- 
ments on  poetry  ; and  why  should  not  Dr.  S [ton- 
house],  though  in  an  equally  large  sphere  of 
action,  edify  his  acquaintance,  by  his  tongue  and 
pen,  with  some  religious  hints?  This,  I think, 
is  his  distinguishing  talent ; and  when  he  pleases, 
I am  sure  no  man  knows  how  to  introduce  Scrip- 
ture better,  or  to  converse  in  a more  striking 
manner.  Oh ! that  a stricture  of  it  may  run 
through,  brighten,  and  dignify  his  temper,  his 
business,  his  whole  conversation  ! 

“ I wish  you  and  Mrs.  S[tonhouse],  abundance 
of  comfort  in  Miss  Sophia.  It  was  said  of  one, 
‘ Nahal  is  his  name,  and  folly  is  with  him"  so  I 
say  of  your  infant  daughter,  ‘ Soi^hia  is  her  name, 
and  may  wisdom  be  with  her  ! ’ even  the  ^ avu>6(v 
aocpta,  ‘ the  wisdom  from  above,’  which  St.  James 
so  charmingly  describes  in  chap.  iii.  17";  and  not 
with  hei'  only,  but  with  her  parents,  and  with 
their  truly  afi'ectionate  friend,  J.  Hervey.” 

” 1 Sam.  XXV.  25. 

^ “ The  wisdom  that  is  from  above  is  first  pure,  then  peaceable, 
pentle,  and  easy  to  be  eutreatcal,  full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits, 
without  partiality,  and  without  hypocrisy.” 
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A Physician’s  professional  life  does  not  in  general 
contain  many  incidents  worth  recording,  and  of 
Dr.  Stonhouse’s  career  at  Northampton  it  is  merely 
known  that  he  enjoyed  a very  extensive  practice p. 
In  the  early  part  of  his  residence  there  he  was 
involved  in  sundry  disputes  with  his  professional 
colleagues,  as  appears  from  the  entries  in  the 
Minute  Book  of  the  Infirmary ; and  in  a letter 
written  by  Dr.  Doddridge,  Aug.  30,  174(5,  we  find 
the  following  passage  : — 

“ our  good  friend  Dr.  Stonhouse,  whose 

fate  in  the  Hospital  is  just  come  to  a crisis,  and  will 
be  decided  on  Monday.  Strange  scenes  will  then 
arise.  Mr.  Backwell  has  drawn  up  a long  accu- 
sation, in  which,  among  other  things,  he  charges 
him  with  having  rid  the  gentlemen  of  the  county 
above  three  years  ; and  in  the  conclusion  moves 
that  he  be  immediately  expelled  ; and,  as  I believe 
a party  cause  will  be  made  of  it,  I must  say,  that, 
monstrous  as  these  measures  are,  I shall  not 
wonder  if  they  prove  successful 1 hope  Pro- 

vidence will  guard  so  honest,  though  so  imprudent 
a man  ; and  by  this  escape,  if  it  can  be  accom- 
plished, cure  his  rashness,  or  at  least  abate  it.” 
And  in  the  latter  part  of  the  letter,  written  the 

P “ Dr.  Sftoiihousc],  whom  you  piiquire  lifter,  still  re.sides  at 
N[orthamptonJ,  is  in  hif{h  repute  ns  ii,  Physician,  and  I trust  does 
not  forget  the  One  Thing  needful.”  (Ilervey's  letters,  vol.  ii.  p 422. 
May  I'J.  1757.; 
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same  evening,  he  says  : — “ One  of  my  greatest  im- 
mediate comforts  is,  that  I think  good  Dr.  Ston- 

honse  is  secure,  in  consequence  of  what 

Mr.  Palmer  and  I did  for  him  at  the  Committee 
this  day,  by  which  we  have  bound  down  the  Court 
on  Monday,  unless  it  should  fly  in  our  faces,  and 
that  of  justice,  and  even  of  shame'i.”  The  exact 
])articulars  of  this  affair  are  not  preserved  in  the 
Minute  Book  ; nor,  if  they  were,  would  it  be  worth 
while  to  draw  them  forth  from  their  obscurity. 
We  mav,  however,  conclude  that  Dr.  Stonhouse 
was  probably  in  the  right,  both  from  Doddridge’s 
having  taken  his  part,  and  also  from  the  w'ay  in 
which  the  matter  ended,  Avhich  seems  to  have  been 
perfectly  satisfactory  to  him,  and  accordingly  he 
continued  to  belong  to  the  Infirmary  as  long  as 
he  resided  in  the  towmb 

AVe  may  trust  that  Dr.  Stonhouse’s  recently 
formed  religious  feelings  were  confirmed  and 
strengthened  by  an  event  w'hich  took  place 
about  this  time,  and  which  must  have  required 
all  the  consolations  afforded  by  Christianity  to 


1 Dofldrklffp's  Correxp.  ond  Dinry^  vol.  iv.  pp.  511,  513. 

' There*  is  om*  circuinstiince,  however,  which  is  perhaps  worth  re- 
cording, as  teudinjr  to  shew  tin*  low  state  t>f  ^ledical  Surgery  about 
the  middle  of  the  last  cenUiry.  In  the  Minute  Hook  of  i74(5  a dis- 
is  mentioned  lietween  Dr.  Stonhouse  and  one  of  the  Surgeons, 
tus  to  whether  tlie  latter  had  a riglil  to  pr(*scril)e  internal  as  well  as 
external  remedies  in  a ease  of  llstula,  wliieh  l.V.  Stonhouse  denied. 
The  disjHite  was  referretl  to  the  decision  of  the  House  Surgeon  oi 
anotlier  Provincial  llosjtital,  who  determined  in  his  favour. 
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enable  him  to  bear  the  blow  without  sinking 
under  it.  This  was  the  untimely  death  of  his 
wife,  who  died  of  puerperal  fever  Dec.  1.  1747, 
five  days  after  the  birth  of  her  fourth  child,  in 
the  twenty-fifth  year  of  her  age.  She  is  described 
in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine^  as  “ a person  of  fine 
accomplishments,  and  the  greatest  benignity  of 
temper  ; perfectly  amiable  in  all  the  relations,  and 
uniformly  good  in  all  the  offices,  of  life  and 
(which  is  a more  valuable  testimony  in  her  fiivour,) 
she  is  highly  praised  by  Hervey,  who  has  intro- 
duced her  in  his  Meditations^,  as  an  instance  of 
the  frailty  and  uncertainty  of  human  life.  She 
was  buried  in  All  Saints  Church  at  Northampton, 
with  the  following  Epitaph  ; — 

“ Be  )’e  not  Slolhfull,  but  Followers  of  Them,  who  thro' 
Faith  and  Patience  inherit  the  Promises.  (Ileh.  vi.  12.) 

In  Memory  of  ANNE  STONHOUSE, 
a sincere  Christian. 

How  lov'd,  how  valu’d  once,  avails  Thee  not; 

To  whom  related,  or  hy  whom  begot: 

A heap  of  Dust  alone  remains  of  Thee  : 

'Tis  all  Thou  art! — and  all  the  Proud  shall  be*'. 

She  died,  a few  days  after  the  Birth  of  her  4th  Child, 
Dec.  1st,  1747  ; in  the  25th  year  of  her  age. 

Life  how  short ! Etcrniti/  how  long  !” 

• vol.  xvii.  p.  .592.  ' vol.  i.  p.  31  ,tc.  cd.  Itli. 

• Pope’s  Elegi)  lo  the  Memory  of  an  Unfortunate  Uuty. 
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As  soon  as  Mr.  Hervey  heard  of  her  death  he 
went  to  stay  for  a few  days  with  Dr.  Stonhouse, 
to  comfort  him  under  his  loss,  and  to  assist  him 
by  writing  to  inform  his  friends  of  the  sad  event''. 
The  following  are  some  extracts  from  the  letters 
which  he  wrote  on  the  occasion  and  which  appear 
in  his  published  Correspondence  ; — 


“ Northampton,  Dec.  5.  1747*. 

“ Mrs.  S[tonhouse]  is  dead ; that  amiable 

and  excellent  lady  is  dead ! She  was  safely  deli- 
vered of  a daughter,  the  very  day  on  which  the 
Doctor  wrote  to  you  lastv.  Little  did  he  imagine, 
poor  man  ! that  the  death  of  his  much-loved  wife 
was  then  so  near  ! She  was  as  w'ell  as  could  he 
expected  or  wished  on  Sunday  morning,  and 
departed  this  life  on  Tuesday  evening.  In  the 
forenoon  on  Sunday  the  Doctor  went  out  to  visit 
his  patients  ; and  in  the  evening  on  his  return, 
he  perceived,  to  his  great  surprise,  that  Mrs. 
S [tollhouse]  had  been  seized  with  a fever  during 
his  absence,  attended  with  some  alarming,  and, 
as  he  apprehended,  fatal  symptoms.  He  de- 
sired Dr.  K ...  of  this  town  to  sec  her,  who 
gave  some  encouragement ; but,  as  this  was  not 
satisfactory  to  Dr.  S [tollhouse],  he  immediately 

’ Hervey J^tters^  vol.  i.  p.  247. 

y viz.  Nov.  26, 


* Ibid.  p.  195. 
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dispatched  a messenger  to  another  Physician  at  a 
considerable  distance,  who  came  with  all  the  ex- 
pedition that  the  rigour  of  the  season  would  per- 
mit ; for  the  snow  was  deeper  than  it  had  ever 
been  known  perhaps  in  the  memory  of  man,  and 
the  weather  most  terrible  indeed ; the  cold  pierc- 
ingly severe,  and  the  roads  dreadfully  dangerous. 
— The  moment  this  sagacious  practitioner  beheld 
her,  he  confirmed  Dr.  S[tonhouse]’s  first  sen- 
timents, that  the  case  w'as  irrecoverable ; and 
added,  that  the  great  change  was  at  the  very 
door,  and  would  probably  take  place  in  less  than 
twenty-four  hours  ; which  came  to  pass  accord- 
ingly.”   


“ 1fest07i  Favell,  Dec.  5,  1747'. 

“My  dear  Friend, 

“ I assure  you,  I am  extremely  concerned  for  the 
death  of  your  most  excellent  wife,  as  indeed,  in- 
deed I think  she  has  left  few  equals  behind  her. — 
‘ Take  her  all  in  all,  I shall  never  see  her  like 
again®.’ — But,  my  dear  friend,  you  must  not  give 
way  to  excessive  sorrow ; — all  proper  allowances  I 
tenderly  do  and  ought  to  make,  as  such  will  be 
made  both  by  God  and  man  ; but  yet  our  sorrows 
must  not  be  immoderate,  or  inconsistent  with  the 
will  of  God,  and  resignation  to  Ilis  Providence.” 

' vol.  ii.  p.  349.  • SlmkespeiiruV  llamlel,  i.  2. 
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The  following  Letter  appears  to  refer  to  Her- 
vey’s  inserting  Mrs.  Stonhouse’s  name  in  the  new 
edition  of  his  Meditations : — 


“ Weston  Favell,  Felt.  4,  1748'>. 

“I  am  glad  you  did  not  erase 

Mrs.  S[tonhouse]’s  name.  I assure  you,  Doctor, 
I shall  always  esteem  it  a real  honour  to  be 
reckoned  in  the  number  of  your  friends ; and  shall 
look  upon  it  as  one  of  the  satisfactions  accruing 
from  my  book,  that  it  tells  it,  in  so  pertinent  a 
manner,  to  the  world,  though,  with  regard  to  your 
truly  amiable  deceased  lady,  I fear  it  will  be  an 
instance  of  the  arrogance  of  my  heart,  and  a re- 
proach upon  tlie  impotence  of  my  pen,  or  else  I 
would  say, 

— ‘ S:  quid  mea  scriptula  possunt. 

Nulla  dies  unquam  memori  illam  eximet  aevo'.’  ” 

Having  at  length  had  his  own  eyes  opened  that 
he  mis-ht  see  the  wondrous  things  of  God’s  Law'’, 
he  was  no  longer  content  to  be  merely  a Physician 
to  the  body.  He  knew  how  often  sickness  is  sent 
by  God  to  soften  the  stony  heart,  and  prepare  it 
for  the  reception  of  the  heavenly  seed ; and  there- 
fore, (as  he  says  himself,)  “ though  he  was  not  a 

f Virgil,  Jen.  ix.  446. 


^ vol.  i.  I).  199. 


Psalm  cxix.  18. 
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Minister  of  the  Gospel,  he  could  now  scarcely 
think  he  deserved  the  name  of  a Christian  if  he 
was  not  willing,  when  proper  occasions  offered,  to 
instruct  and  comfort  his  Patients,  as  their  circum- 
stances and  his  own  might  permit*-'.”  Nor  did  he 
think  it  enough  to  provide  for  the  bodily  comfort 
of  the  inmates  of  the  Infirmary;  but,  “ as  charity 
to  the  soul  is  unquestionably  the  noblest  of  all 
charities,  he  desired  especially  to  attend  to  that, 
heartily  wishing  so  to  join  the  happy  purposes  of 
a Reformatory  with  those  of  an  Infirmary,  as  not 
only  to  restore  their  bodily  health,  but  effectually 
to  promote  their  spiritual  welfare  and  eternal  sal- 
vation.” Accordingly,  the  first  public  fruits  of 
his  conversion  to  Christianity  were  shewn  in  the 
publication  in  1748  of  two  religious  Tracts,  one  of 
which  is  entitled,  “ Friendly  Advice  to  a Patient ; 
calculated  more  particularly  for  the  Use  of  the 
Sick  belonging  to  the  Infirmaries,  as  well  the  Out- 
Patients  as  those  within  the  House,  though  the 
greatest  Part  of  it  is  suitable  and  of  ecjual  use  to 
every  Sick  Person  and  the  other,  “ Spiritual 
Directions  for  the  Uninstrucled ; not  less  proper 
for  the  Use  of  Infirmary  Patients,  than  for  the 
Uninstructed  in  all  Conditions.”  Of  both  of  these 
(and  indeed  of  all  his  Tracts,)  it  may  be  said  that 
the  matter  is  better  than  the  style,  which  appears 

® Fritfucilij  /idciofy  PP-  3. 
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in  the  present  day  somewhat  heaw  and  old- 
fashioned.  Both  of  them  were  adopted  by  the 
Society  for  Promoting  Christian  Knowledge,  and 
had  a large  circulation,  having  reached  the  fifteenth 
or  sixteenth  edition  before  his  death  C the  former 
is  still  (1844)  retained  on  the  Catalogue  of  the 
Society’s  publications.  The  “ Prefatory  Advertise- 
ment” to  the  Friendly  Advice  (which  is  dated  July 
9,  1748,)  seems  to  display  all  the  zeal  and  fear- 
lessness of  a young  Christian,  happy  in  the  new 
light  that  had  broken  in  to  illumine  the  gloom  and 
darkness  of  his  own  soul,  anxious  to  bring  others 
to  the  same  peace  of  mind,  and  defying  the  ridicule 
which  this  open  profession  of  his  belief  might 
bring  on  him  from  his  former  ungodly  com- 
panions ; — 

“The  Friendly  Advice  in  this  little  Treatise,  will 
appear  to  the  Reader  somewhat  foreign  to  the  pro- 
vince of  a Physician.  Doubtless  it  is  so.  But  the 
experience  of  many  years  in  that  character  (parti- 
cularly in  the  Infirmary  at  Northampton,)  gave  me 
too  many  sad  instances  of  the  want  of  other  than 
medical  assistances,  and  that  too  in  matters  of 
everlasting  concern.  To  limit,  therefore,  to  one 
particular  province,  a regard  to  our  fellow  creatures, 
when  it  is  capable  of  being  so  beneficially  extended. 


’ U’llers,  p.  -liS. 
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would,  in  my  opinion,  debase  even  humanity  itself, 
and  is  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  Christian  tem- 
per. And  though  a due  deference  to  the  Public 
inclines  me  to  justify  this  undertaking,  yet  every 
candid  Reader  will  readily  allow,  that  I need  not 
make  much  apology  to  others,  for  what  my  own 
conscience  assures  me  is  a necessary  duty.  The 
frequent  opportunities  of  observing  different  (and 
for  the  most  part  uncultivated,)  minds  under  those 
various  circumstances  of  distress  which  entitle 
them  to  admission  into  a Public  Infirmarv ; and 
especially  my  conversation  with  Patients  there  in 
the  progress  of  their  distempers,  and  sometimes  in 
the  last  hours  of  their  hves,  have  furnished  me 
with  some  particular  advantages  for  an  undertaking 
of  this  nature;  which,  easy  as  it  may  seem,  they 
who  think  and  assei’t  it  to  he,  will  give  by  that 
very  assertion  a sufficient  proof  of  their  own  dis- 
qualifications for  it.  It  may  too  often  be  incon- 
siderately, and  therefore  unsuccessfully,  attempted  ; 
but  perhaps  they  who  are  best  able  to  perform  it, 
are  the  most  sensible  of  its  difficulties. 

“ It  indeed  requires  no  less  attention  to  a variety 
of  circumstances,  in  order  to  restore  health  and 
soundness  of  mind,  than  to  the  several  symptoms 
in  order  to  cure  the  diseases  of  the  body.  For  it 
is  by  no  means  sufficient  to  say,  ‘ I will  talk  to  a 
man  in  such  and  such  a manner,  because  he  is 
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sick,  or  in  pain  the  nature  of  his  malady  ; the 
course  of  life,  which  in  some  instances  might  occa- 
sion or  contribute  towards  it ; the  tenderness  or 
inflexibility  of  his  own  nature  ; any  abuse  or  defect 
of  his  reason  or  education  ; his  presumption  or 
despair ; the  various  approaches  towards  either  ex- 
treme ; and  the  sense  or  disregard  which  he  shews 
to  chastisements  or  mercies ; all  these,  I sav,  re- 
quire a very  different  treatment.  So  that  whoever 
can  justly  hope  to  succeed,  must  not  only  have  a 
distinguishing  and  well  disposed  mind,  but  be  long 
conversant  in  these  several  circumstances.  He 
must  also  be  habitually  exercised  in  the  methods, 
and  well  furnished  wdth  the  arguments  and  texts, 
proper  for  conviction,  reproof,  instruction,  exhorta- 
tion, and  comfort. 

“ These  reflections,  which  suggested  the  apparent 
usefulness  of  some  such  help  as  this,  had  with  me 
the  force  of  an  obligation  to  attempt  it,  so  far  as 
is  consistent  with  any  general  plan  or  course  of 
directions ; though  still  we  must  allow  that  there 
will  he  a great  diflerence  between  what  is  written 
down,  and  the  casual  unrestrained  freedom  of  a 
personal  conversation,  together  witli  sucli  a pru- 
dential use  of  opportunities,  as  will  arise  from  ob- 
servations of  the  patient’s  dispositions,  sometimes 
indeed  to  be  learnt  in  his  very  countenance.  From 
tlicse  a judgment  may  be  formed,  what  sort  of 
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discourse  will  be  most  suitable  at  that  particular 
time  ; and  how  far  he  is  likely  to  reject,  or  receive 
any  profit  by  it. 

“The  advice  of  the  Physician,  how  judiciously 
soever  given,  will  in  many  cases  be  fruitless,  even 
where  our  expectations  are  the  most  sanguine, 
and,  one  time  or  other,  must  necessarily  become  so 
in  all ; but,  whilst  reason  is  not  wholly  extinct,  the 
good  offices  of  the  Christian  may  always  be  useful. 
Having  therefore  deliberately  weighed  the  design, 
I was  encouraged  to  proceed  in  the  execution  of 
it,  for  these  obvious  reasons  among  others : that 
nothing  of  this  kind  had  hitherto  been  published  ; 
and  that  one  of  my  Profession  might  reasonably 
hope  for  some  particular  attention,  especially  from 
those  who  have  entertained  a favourable  opinion 
of  me,  and  were,  or  have  been,  under  my  care,  as 
a Physician. 

“ Whatsoever  I have  advanced,  either  in  this 
Preface,  or  in  the  Treatise  itself,  is  entirely  agree- 
able to  the  convictions  of  my  own  conscience,  as 
to  the  certain  evidence  and  great  importance  of 
those  principles  and  practices,  which  I have  en- 
forced and  recommended ; and  I shall  esteem  mv- 
self  peculiarly  happy,  if  what  I have  here  suggested 
may  have  its  due  weight  and  influence  on  the 
minds  of  those  who  read  it ; and  animate  them,  as 
our  Saviour  has  enjoined,  to  ‘ seek  first’  (preferablv 
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to  every  other  consideration,)  ‘ the  kingdom  of  God 
and  His  righteousness,’ — ‘ for  what  sliall  it  profit 
a man  if  he  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lose  his 
own  soul®?’ 

“ It  is  far  from  my  design  to  recommend  the 
peculiar  tenets  of  any  set  of  men,  and  I have  there- 
fore to  the  utmost  of  my  power  avoided  all  singu- 
larities of  expression  ; yet,  as  scarcely  any  thing 
can  be  advanced,  which  some  have  not  questioned 
or  made  matter  of  dispute,  I have  referred  to  such 
texts  of  Scripture,  as  appear  to  me  evidently  to 
speak  the  same  sentiments,  that  I might,  as  far  as 
possible,  be  sheltered  under  their  sacred  authority 
from  that  censorious  and  cavilling  disposition,  bv 
which  some  rather  seek  to  distinguish  themselves 
than  to  serve  the  common  cause  of  Religion. 

“ Having  thus  unreservedly  avowed  the  settled 
])rinciples  of  my  own  heart,  founded  upon  the 
most  mature  deliberation,  and  a long  obseiwation 
on  men,  manners,  and  things ; and  having  been 
induced  by  the  most  chaidtahle  and  friendly 
motives,  as  well  to  the  acknowledgment  of  my 
own  religious  opinions,  as  to  tliis  undertaking  in 
general ; I am  inclined  to  hope  my  Reader  will,  in 
the  same  disposition,  most  readily  excuse  whatso- 
ever in  point  of  judgment,  or  impropriety  of  ex- 
pression, might  admit  of  censure ; and  that,  if  he 
s St.  Mattli.  vi.  33  : xvi.  ’20. 
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cannot  altogether  think  in  the  same  manner  with 
me,  our  difi’erence  in  opinion  may  no  ways  lessen 
our  good  will  and  affection,  hut  that  he  will  can- 
didly allow  me  the  same  liberty  of  judging,  which 
he  has  an  undoubted  right  to  use  for  himself. 

“ After  all,  if  this  public  testimony  of  my  firm 
belief  of  Christianity,  the  free  declaration  of  my 
own  sentiments,  and  my  compassionate  regard  to 
the  immortal  souls  of  the  lowest  of  my  fellow 
creatures,  should  expose  me  to  any  degree  of  con- 
tempt and  ridicule  in  such  an  age  as  this,  wherein 
levity  of  mind  and  its  natural  consequence,  disso- 
luteness of  manners,  are  equally  evident  and  de- 
plorable ; I shall  not  be  very  anxious  as  to  the 
event,  (being  well  satisfied  in  the  approbation  of 
my  own  conscience,  as  to  the  integrity  and  bene- 
volence of  my  views,)  but  shall  refer  myself  to  the 
decision  of  that  Day,  when  the  secrets  of  all  hearts 
shall  be  manifested,  and  our  eternal  states  unalter- 
ably determined.” 

At  the  end  of  the  Tract  he  adds  the  following 
‘‘  Exhortation  to  a general  Concurrence  in  pro- 
moting Christianity,  as  the  certain  Means  of  Hap- 
piness — 

“ Having  now  finished  the  Friendly  Advice  to  u 
Patient,  I must  here  bespeak  the  candour  of  every 
one,  (especially  of  the  learned  reader,  if  any  should 
condescend  to  examine  it  minutely,)  to  excuse  the 
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imperfections  and  defects  which  he  may  meet  with 
in  this  little  Treatise.  I am  far  from  the  arrogance 
of  supposing  that  such  will  not  frequently  occur  to 
his  obser\'ation ; but  I would  hope,  that  whatso- 
ever is  deficient  or  less  intelligible  than  might  he 
wi.shed,  will  he  supplied,  explained,  or  enforced  by 
the  kind  offices  of  benevolent  Clergymen  and  other 
.serious  Christians,  who  may  visit  the  afflicted  in 
our  Infirmaries,  or  elsewhere  ; and  I shall  only  beg 
leave  to  remind  my  Readers  in  general,  of  a very 
obvious,  hut  yet  a very  important,  remark,  namely, 
That  to  attempt  at  least  to  dissipate  that  cloud  of 
ignorance  which  has  overspread  the  generality  of 
our  fellow-creatures,  and  to  let  in  the  light  of  the 
Gospel  on  their  benighted  minds ; to  contribute, 
as  far  as  in  us  lies,  within  our  respective  provinces, 
to  suppress  vice,  and  to  promote  practical  Religion 
in  our  neighbourhood,  is  the  common  concern,  and 
not  confined  to  a peculiar  order  of  men. 

“It  is  in  the  power  of  ev'ery  private  Christian  to 
suggest  religious  hints  to  his  relations,  friends,  and 
others.  Such  hints  judiciously  timed,  may,  through 
the  grace  of  God,  awaken  the  careless,  reclaim  the 
vicious,  and  set  forward  an  universal  reformation  : 
a work  this  of  the  utmost  importance  both  to  the 
flourishing  of  our  civil  constitution,  and  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  Protestant  cause,  and  in  short 
to  the  whole  of  our  present  and  eternal  welfare ; 
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a work,  which  we  cannot  reasonabh'  hope  to  see 
accomplished,  without  the  concurrence  of  many 
hands,  and  which  (as  in  the  case  of  a spreading 
conflagration,  or  a prevailing  rebellion,)  calls  aloud 
for  help  from  every  quarter.  An  holy  silence  is 
nevertheless  that  man’s  duty,  who  suspects  he 
shall  injure  the  truth  (for  want  of  talents  or  pru- 
dence,) by  endeavouring  to  enforce  it.  He  may, 
however,  promote  the  Gospel  in  his  practice,  by 
an  holy  life  and  conversation. 

“ These  considerations,  and  the  motives  alleged  in 
the  ‘ Prefatory  Advertisement,’  have  induced  me  to 
throw  in  my  mite  towards  this  great  and  necessary 
undertaking.  I have  endeavoured  to  obviate  all 
just  censures  ; but  there  is  a disposition  which 
may,  which  doubtless  will,  incline  some  to  make 
the  design  itself,  and  the  execution  of  it  liy  a Phy- 
sician, equally  the  subject  of  ridicule.  I am  far 
from  desiring  to  contend  with  such ; let  them 
enjoy  to  the  full,  any  triumph,  real  or  imaginary, 
over  me,  as  the  writer.  The  cause  of  Christianity 
in  which  I have  engaged,  will  be  ever  superior  to 
their  utmost  efforts ; and  mine,  howsoever  weak 
they  may  appear,  will  be  abundantly  repaid  bv 
that  satisfaction,  which  arises  from  the  convictions 
of  truth,  a fidelity  to  Christ,  and  the  consciousness 
of  sincerity.  May  others,  whose  influence  is  more 
extensive,  exert  themselves  with  superior  advan- 
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tage  ; may  their  endeavours  be  attended  with  more 
abundant  success  ; may  they  be  enabled  to  remove 
the  causes  of  that  corruption  and  remissness,  which 
hinder  the  good  effects  of  instructions  and  exhor- 
tations ; and  may  all,  rich  and  poor,  high  and  low, 
join  to  accomplish  this  momentous  design ; duly 
reflecting,  that  none  of  us  can  long  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  glorifying  Gou  in  our  lives  and  conversa- 
tion ; and  that  therefore  it  is  highly  incumbent  on 
us  to  do  good  while  we  have  it  in  our  power,  since 
‘ the  night  cometh  when  no  man  can  work''.’ 

“ On  the  whole,  let  us  always  he  mindful  of  these 
very  important  truths : namely,  that  modes  and 
forms,  habits  and  ceremonies,  can  never  be  essen- 
tials of  Religion,  but  that  peace  and  humihty, 
meekness  and  charity,  are  so ; that  guilt  is  the 
certain  spring  of  anxiety ; that  to  be  good  is  to 
be  happy  ; that  increase  of  goodness  is  increase  of 
happiness  ; that  angels  are  happier  than  mankind, 
because  they  are  better ; and  that  the  whole  system 
of  Christianity  (which  is  the  fulfilling  the  Law  and 
the  Prophets,)  tends  to  produce  the  utmost  perfec- 
tion of  goodness,  attainable  by  mortals  in  this  life, 
in  order  to  the  acquisition  of  eternal  life  and  hap- 
piness hereafter.  Were  these  truths  implanted 
deeply  in  all  our  hearts,  we  should  soon  find  such 
a reformation  as  everv  good  man  would  wish. 


''  St.  John  ix.  4. 
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though  perhaps  none  can  expect.  It  is  our  duty, 
however,  to  pray  for  it  daily,  and  to  promote  it  to 
the  utmost  of  our  power ; and  I am  therefore  un- 
willing to  suppose  that  any  of  my  Readers  will  re- 
fuse fervently  to  unite  their  petitions  with  mine, 
that  the  glorious  God,  Who  is  the  Creator  and  Lover 
of  mankind,  would  aflbrd  us  His  all-powerful 
grace,  that  we  may  respect  these  truths  as  they 
deserve ; that  we  may  use  the  means  for  the  at- 
tainment of  that  great  end,  which  His  infinite 
goodness  has  proposed  ; and  that  we  may,  at  all 
times  and  in  all  places,  be  ever  careful  to  do  our 
part  towards  it,  always  remembering  that  ‘ for 
this  pui-pose  was  the  Son  of  Gon  manifested,  that 
He  might  destroy  the  works  of  the  devil,’  and 
‘ purify  to  Himself  a peculiar  people  zealous  of 
good  works*.’  ” 

His  Directions  are  extremely  good,  and 

minutely  practical ; and  “intended  for  such  per- 
sons, as,  being  utterly  unacquainted  with  the  ways 
of  religion  and  piety,  are  supposed  to  be  entering 
on  a new  course.”  Accordingly,  he  in  a manner 
excuses  this  minuteness  by  begging  the  reader  to 
remember  “ that  a traveller  enquiring  after  a road 
to  which  he  is  an  absolute  stranger,  will  receive 
from  a skilful  director  such  information,  as  to 

* 1 St.  John  iii.  8 : Tit.  ii.  Tl. 
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another,  already  acquainted  with  the  way,  would 
appear  tedious  and  superfluous  ; yet  the  stranger’s 
attention  to  the  several  particulars  will  only  be 
necessary,  till  by  use  the  road  becomes  familiar  to 
him,  and  he  will  then  find  himself  able  to  proceed 
without  them.”  The  Postscript  seems  to  be  in- 
tended partly  as  a defence  of  himself,  and  to  imply 
that  he  had  already  been  blamed  by  some  persons 
for  not  breaking  off  his  connexion  with  Doddridge 
and  the  Dissenters  : — 

“ As  there  are  many  points  of  controversy  and 
speculation,  which  frequently  have  been  destruc- 
tive of  true  piety,  and  preventive  of  that  regular 
course  of  devotion  which  I have  here  described  ; I 
hope  mv  Readers  will  not  perplex  themselves  about 
such  points’^:  such  I mean,  as  relate  to  the  coimsels, 
decrees,  or  supernatural  operations  of  the  Almighty, 
which  He  has  not  thought  fit  to  reveal,  or  explain 
in  His  written  word;  for  every  contentious  dispu- 
tation about  them,  or  curious  searching  into  them, 
may  he  looked  on  at  least  as  the  offspring  of  a vain 
and  fruitless  curiosity,  if  not  suggested  by  the 


He  seems,  however,  to  have  been  himself  at  one  time  of  lii^ 
life  somewhat  perplexed  by  tlu’se  or  similar  abstruse  subjects,  as 
in  tt  letter  to  Hoddridfre,  dated  July  *2.‘b  1747,  Dean  Tucker  says: 
**  I could  have  wished  that  be  [Dr.  S.J  had  not  turned  his  thoughts 
to  these  ^v(TyOfxiaC^}>  and  hope  to  have  the  concurrence  of  your  as- 
sistance in  diverting  him  from  studying  controversies  to  attend  to 
the  plainer  precepts  of  the  Gosjiel.'’  (Doddridge's  C orresp.  and  Dianj^ 
Yol.  iv.  p.  f)  15.) 
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tempter  and  enemy  of  mankind  ; and  moreover  all 
peremptory  decisions  of  them,  as  a compound  of 
human  weakness  and  an’ogance.  However  im- 
portant such  points  may  seem  to  some,  I am  fullv 
satisfied,  they  are  of  very  little  importance  towards 
the  great  end  of  our  blessed  Saviour’s  coming  into 
the  world;  namely,  the  salvation  of  man.  This  per- 
suasion of  mind  is  to  me  a preservative  against  all 
religious  doubts ; the  great  comfort  of  which,  and 
the  hope  that  others  may  reap  the  same  invaluable 
benefit,  make  it  necessary  for  me  to  be  more  ex- 
plicit  on  this  subject. 

“ I must  likewise  beg  leave  to  recommend,  in 
the  strongest  manner,  (what  is  indeed  in  a great 
measure  the  consequence  of  my  former  position  : I 
mean)  very  favourable  thoughts  of,  and  expres- 
sions tow'ards,  those  pious  and  sincere  Christians, 
w’ho  differ  in  their  sentiments  concerning  the  cere- 
monial part  of  Religion,  or  any  matter  not  ex- 
pressly commanded,  or  clearly  revealed,  in  Scrip- 
ture. This,  if  not  the  very  essence  of  Christian 
charity,  ought,  I am  sure,  to  be  inseparably  con- 
nected with  it.  However,  so  far  as  the  two  parti- 
culars I have  here  mentioned  may  be  distinguished 
from  each  other,  I shall  submit  a few  remarks  on 
each,  to  the  consideration  of  my  Readers. 

“ First,  As  to  abstruse  points,  I freely  own 
that  my  daily  use  of  the  Scriptures,  and  my  steady 
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attention  to  them,  has  greatly  abated  my  regard 
to  what  is  not  there  clearly  revealed,  or  from 
thence  manifestly  deduced ; since  many  opinions 
tiercely  contended  for  on  one  side,  and  opposed 
with  the  greatest  earnestness  and  zeal  on  the  other, 
seem  to  me  (after  what  has,  I hope,  been  a careful 
and  impartial  examination,)  rather  different  in  ap- 
pearance, than  in  substance  ; and  on  the  whole  to 
be,  as  I have  already  observed,  of  very  little  signi- 
fication or  use,  in  our  way  to  heaven.  For  these 
reasons  I have  studiously  avoided  whatever  might 
lead  to  any  of  those  peculiarities,  which  have  so 
unhappily  divided  Christians  of  different  denomi- 
nations. The  Church  of  Christ  would  more  illus- 
triously displav  the  spirit,  and  conform  to  the  rules 
of  its  blessed  Founder,  were  these  less  studied  or 
regarded.  I have  too  often  seen  the  understand- 
ing so  darkened  by  prejudice  in  favour  of  precari- 
ous systems,  that  the  clearest,  the  most  important, 
and  invariable  truths  of  Holy  Writ,  have  been 
made  to  depend  on  such  particular  and  doubtful 
interpretations,  as  might  best  conduce  to  the  sup- 
port of  those  notions.  A melancholy  proof,  that 
the  champions  of  controversy  labour  not  so  much 
to  form  their  plan  from  Scripture,  as  to  wrest 
Scripture  for  the  support  of  their  plan. 

“ Our  divine  Master  Himself  has  given  us  an 
infallible  rule  for  the  direction  of  our  judgment  in 
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declaring*  that  ‘ the  tree  is  known  by  its  fruits;’ 
and  He  has  taught  us  by  His  Apostle"*  that  ‘ faith 
worketh  by  love.’  A due  attention  to  this  might 
certainly  prevent  a great  number  of  presumptuous 
inquiries,  and  unnecessary,  if  not  unmeaning,  dis- 
tinctions. Faith  may  (alas  ! it  tuill,)  afford  matter 
of  controversy  ; Hope  will  be  differently  founded  ; 
but  Chari  tv  (declared  the  greatest  and  most  im- 
portant of  the  three'*,)  can  admit  of  no  debate  or 
doubt : yet  whilst  we  enter  into  curious  researches 
after,  and  endless  disputes  about,  the  two  former, 
how  often  do  we  disregard  and  entirely  lose  sight 
of  the  latter ! thus  perplexing  our  minds  and 
souring  our  tempers  ‘ with  vain  janglings”,’  to  the 
manifest  detriment  of  that  vital  holiness  on  which 
our  peace  depends  ; of  that  holiness,  I say,  which 
it  is  the  grand  end  of  the  Gospel  to  promote,  and 
which  is  the  only  proof  that  we  actually  are  what 
we  would  be  thought. 

‘ Ye  different  sects,  who  all  declare, 

Lo  ! here  is  Ciiki-st,  or  Ciiiusr  is  there! 

If  real  ])roofs  ye  mean  to  give, 

Shew  me  as  Christians  how  ye  live.’ 

“ Secondly,  as  to  the  favourable  thoughts 
which  I sincerely  entertain  and  openly  profess 
towards  those  whose  opinions  are  difi'erent  from 

' St.  MiiUti.  xii.  33.  Gill.  v.  6. 

“ 1 Cor.  xiii.  13. 


“ 1 Tim.  1.  (1. 
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€ach  other,  or  from  my  own,  either  relating  to 
ceremonies,  or  other  matters  not  expressly  com- 
manded, or  clearly  revealed,  in  Scripture ; (by 
which  I more  particularly  mean  those  who  in 
England  conform  to  our  ecclesiastical  establish- 
ment, and  those  who  dissent  from  it ;)  I will  only, 
in  a few  words,  say,  that,  as  such  a candid  dispo- 
sition in  this  state  of  imperfection,  appears  to  me 
a necessary  and  distinguishing  characteristic  of 
Christianity,  I hope  I shall  always  retain  and 
study  to  cultivate  it. 

“ I am  known  to  be  a member  of  the  Church  of 
England,  and  think  I have  sufficient  reasons  for 
my  adherence  to  it.  I look  not  for  perfection  in 
any  thing  of  mere  human  institution  : I am  not 
taught  by  her  to  expect  it  in  her  own  institutions 
or  decisions.  No  ! permit  me  to  mention  it  to  her 
honour,  that  in  her  articles,  she  acknowledges 
the  Holy  Scriptures  to  he  the  only  rule  of  faith ; 
does  not  arrogate  to  herself  infallibility  ; nor  pro- 
nounce as  hopeless,  reprobate,  and  damned,  those 
who  are  not  within  her  pale.  On  these  princi- 
ples is  founded  my  invariable  attachment  to  the 
Established  Church  ; which  whilst  I profess  in  this 
public  manner,  I scruple  not  at  the  same  time  to 
declare,  that  in  good-will,  love,  and  charity,  I ac- 
count myself,  and  desire  to  be  accounted,  the  fellow- 
member  and  brother  of  every  real  Christian  ; by 
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which  I would  be  understood  to  mean  the  candidly 
religious  and  truly  good  of  all  denominations.  Let 
us  not  forget  the  reprimand  given  hy  St.  Paul  to 
the  censurer,  in  these  divine  words,  for  ‘ who  art 
thou  that  judgest  anotherman’s  servant?’  ‘One  man 
esteemeth  one  day  above  another ; another  esteem- 
eth  every  day  alike.  Let  every  man  he  fully  per- 
suaded in  his  own  mind.’  ‘ Pie  that  regardeth  not 
the  day,  to  the  Lord  he  doth  not  regard  it.’  And 
‘ we  shall  all  stand  before  the  judgment-seat  of 
Christ  p.’ 

“ But  are  we  obliged  to  comply  with  all  tempers, 
or  peculiarities  contraiy  to  order,  and  to  our  own 
maturest  judgment  ? I answ'er  ; by  no  means.  I 
highly  honour  piety  and  virtue ; and  I most  sin- 
cerely pity  enthusiasm,  error,  and  prejudice,  where- 
soever they  appear : yet,  when  I apprehend  that 
these  concur  (as  they  too  often  do,)  in  the  same 
persons,  I would  no  more  conform  to  their  ideas 
of  public  worship,  or  be  incorporated  with  them, 
than  I would  make  them  the  subject  of  scoffs  and 
ridicule ; and  wdiilst  what  I look  upon  as  an  error 
in  judgment,  is  the  object  of  my  compassion,  not 
of  my  resentment,  it  shall,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
be  my  constant  endeavour,  as  it  is  clearly  my  duty, 

‘ if  it  be  possible,  and  as  much  as  lieth  in  me,  to 
live  peaceably  with  all  men^.’” 

p Rom.  xiv.  4 — 6,  10. 


T Rom.  xii.  18. 
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It  was  also  probably  about  the  same  time 
while  the  remembrance  of  his  recent  conversion 
was  still  fresh  in  his  memory,  that  he  composed 
the  following  prayer,  which  he  afterwards  inserted 
in  his  Every  Man's  Assistant  and  the  Sick  Man’s 
Friend,  (p.  212.)  as  “A  Prayer  which  may  be 
used  by  one  who  is  sick  and  very  penitent  for  his 
sins  — 

“ Most  glorious  and  holy  Lord,  my  God,  with 
reverence  and  holy  fear  I would  come  into  Thy 
presence,  to  pay  my  homage  to  Thee  my  Creator. 
O that  my  worship  may  never  be  the  mere  form 
of  worship  ! Help  me  to  engage  in  religious  ex- 
ercises with  understanding,  inward  devotion,  and 
genuine  piety  of  heart ; knowing  that  religious 
worship  can  only  be  acceptable  to  God,  and  bene- 
ficial to  myself,  as  it  is  the  exercise,  and  contributes 
to  the  improvement,  of  good  dispositions  in  my 
mind.  Establish  my  heart  in  Thy  fear  ; and  may 
this  restrain  me  from  every  criminal  pursuit,  as 
well  as  engage  me  to  the  sincere  and  habitual 
practice  of  universal  righteousness.  Remember 
not,  O Lord,  against  me  past  ofiences,  which  have 
been  enormous,  aggravated,  and  highly  provoking, 
for  the  punishment  of  which,  so  justly  merited,  my 
conscience  is  sorely  afraid ; yet  suffer  not  the 
horrible  suggestions  of  the  devil  to  sink  my  spirits 

' See  below,  p.  190. 
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into  a despair  of  Thy  mercy.  I am,  indeed,  under 
great  fears  ; O let  my  hope  in  the  Redeemer’s 
merits  and  intercession  be  still  greater.  The  more 
I have  ofl’ended  Thee,  the  more  am  1 grieved  ; but 
the  more  will  Thy  glorious  attributes  be  displayed, 
if  Thou  wilt  be  reconciled  to  me. 

“ Overrule  the  influence  of  my  former  pernicious 
e.xample.  Prevent  the  ill  effects  of  all  my  present 
transgressions  and  imprudences ; and  whatever 
injuries  I have  done  either  to  the  bodies,  souls,  or 
reputation  of  any  of  my  fellow-creatures,  do  Thou, 
O Lord,  repair  ; and  avert  from  me  the  evils,  both 
temporal  and  eternal,  which  I have  justly  de- 
served. I have  destroyed  myself ; but  in  Thee  is 
my  help®.  Lord,  if  Thou  wilt.  Thou  canst  make 
me  clean  h O raise  me  up  when  I fall;  strengthen 
me  that  I may  stand,  and  finally  beat  down  Satan 
under  my  feet.  May  the  thoughts  of  Thy  justice 
and  knowledge  preserve  me  from  spiritual  pride  ; 
may  the  thoughts  of  Thy  mercy  and  power  pre- 
serve me  from  spiritual  dejection.  May  I enter- 
tain, assert,  and  adorn  Religion  both  in  my  life, 
and  in  my  death.  Raise  me  up,  I earnestly  entreat 
Thee,  from  this  bed  of  sickness.  Use  me,  O Lord, 
notwithstanding  my  unworthiness,  as  an  instru- 
ment of  good  to  my  fellow-creatures ; magnifying 
Thy  power  in  my  weakness,  and  preserving  me 


• Ilog.  xiii.  9. 


‘ St.  Mutth.  viii.  2. 
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from  vanity  and  self-dependence.  Thou  art  the 
God  of  hope  ; O fill  me  with  all  jo)^  and  peace  in 
believing  on  Thee“.  Increase  my  faith,  and  enable 
me  to  grow  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  my 
Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ''.  Amen.” 

In  July,  1751,  his  friend  and  spiritual  father, 
Doddridge,  finally  left  Northampton  for  the  bene- 
fit of  his  health,  and  in  the  following  October  died 
(apparently  of  tubercular  consumption,)  at  Lisbon, 
within  a fortnight  after  his  arrival  there  He  is 
never  mentioned  by  Dr.  Stonhouse  in  his  letters, 
but  in  terms  of  the  greatest  respect  and  gratitude. 

In  1 754  (Nov.  18^.)  he  married  Sarah,  the  only 
child  of  Thomas  Ekins,  Esq.,  of  Chester-on-the- 
Water,  near  Wellingborough,  Northamptonshire, 
who  was  in  her  twenty-second  year,  and  brought 
him^  a considerable  estate.  Her  father,  who  was 
a very  religious  man,  had  been  dead  some  yeai's, 
and  had  left  Doddridge  her  sole  guardian,  in  whose 
Correspondence  her  name  is  mentioned®.  By  her 
he  had  six  children  : 1 . Clarissa,  who  was  born  in 
1756^,  and  married  in  1787  Henry  T.  Vigor,  Esq.'^; 
2.  Sophia,  who  was  born  in  1758*^,  and  died  in 
1760  ; 3.  Luke,  who  was  born  and  died  in  1759’'; 

“ Rom.  XV.  13.  y Gent.  Map. y \o\.  xxiv.  p.  530. 

V 2 St.  Pet.  iii.  IB.  ' IjitterSy  p.  2(U. 

* Ortoirs  Life  of  Doddridpe.  * vol.iv.  p.  369,  itc. 

^ Regiiiter  of  St.  Giles’s  Parish  at  Northampton. 

« Ge)it.  Map.y  vol.  Ivii.  p.  452, 
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4.  Martha,  who  was  bom  and  died  in  1760‘*; 

5.  John,  the  father  of  the  present  Sir  John  Brooke 
Stonhouse,  who  was  born  in  1762'“,  and  died  in 
1803;  and  6.  Timothy,  who  was  born  in  1766; 
educated  at  Oriel  College,  Oxford ; M.A.  in  1789; 
Rector  of  Sunningwell,  near  Abingdon,  Berks., 
and  an  Archdeacon ; who  assumed  the  additional 
surname  and  arms  of  Vigor  by  sign  manual,  in 
1795,  after  the  death  of  his  brother-in-law®  ; and 
who  died  in  1831. 

In  1 755,  ivhen  a Committee  of  gentlemen  of  the 
County  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  superintend- 
ing the  publication  of  Bridges’s  History  of  Nor- 
thamptonshire, Dr.  Stonhouse  was  appointed  one  of 
the  members,  and  is  said  to  have  been  very  useful 
in  that  capacity  b 

In  1756,  from  the  pressure  of  his  professional 
engagements,  he  found  it  necessary  to  resign  a 
part  of  his  duties  at  the  Infirmary,  and  was  ap- 
pointed Physician  Extraordinary  e ; which  office 
he  continued  to  hold  for  seven  years  longer. 

In  1758  he  published  another  little  Tract,  en- 
titled, “ Considerations  on  some  particular  Sins, 
and  on  the  Means  of  Doing  Good  Bodily  and 


Upgistnr  of  St.  Giles’s  Parish  at  Northampton. 

* l^fUers,  p.  384. 

f Nichols's  Liter.  Anecd,  of  the  Cent.^  vol.  ii.  p.  107  : ix.  566, 
s Mr.  Harday,  MS.  Communication. 
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Spiritually.”  He  considered  that  this  was  perhaps 
the  most  useful  of  all  his  Tracts*’ ; and  accord- 
ingly he  revised  and  republished  it  in  afterlife,  and 
gave  away  the  profits  of  the  sale.  It  reached  the 
sixth  edition  shortly  before  his  death*.  It  con- 
tains Considerations  addressed  to  the  Sabbath- 
breaker,  Swearer,  Drunkard,  Liar,  Fornicator  and 
Adulterer,  Slanderer,  Fraudulent  and  Unjust, 
Passionate,  and  Careless  and  Insensible:  “under 
each  sin  some  texts  of  Scripture  which  expressly 
forbid  it,  and  denounce  God’s  displeasure  against 
it,  are  pointed  out,  to  convince  every  one  of  his 
guilt,  and  the  danger  which  attends  it,  unless  pre- 
vented by  an  application  to  Christ,  by  a real  and 
timely  repentance,  and  by  a daily  solicitation  for 
the  aid  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  of  which  we  all  stand 
in  continual  need.”  At  the  end  he  suggests  the 
following  “ Means  of  doing  Good!  bodily  and 
spiritually,”  all  of  which  will  probably  not  suit 
many  persons,  but  from  W'hicb  it  will  be  the 
Reader’s  own  fault  if  he  cannot  derive  some  one 
or  two  useful  and  practicable  hints  : — 

“ Means  of  Doing  Good  Bodily. 

“1.  By  giving  to  the  poor,  bread,  coals,  shoes, 
stockings,  linen,  coats,  or  gowns,  which  may  be 
bought  much  cheaper  than  they  can  buy  them. 

LetterSy  pp.  3H4,  388.  * Sec  p.  250,  j Sec  below,  p.  241. 
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“ 2,  By  paying  their  house  rent,  or  part  of  it. 

“ 3.  By  sending  them  wine,  herb  teas,  or  spoon 
meats,  when  sick,  and  sometimes  proper  dinners 
on  their  recovery,  suitable  to  their  weak  state. 

“4.  By  paying  the  apothecary’s  bill,  or  part  of  it. 

“5.  By  giving  rakes,  prongs,  or  spades,  to  day- 
labourers  ; or  some  implements  of  their  trade  to 
poor  industrious  workmen. 

“6.  By  seldom  giving  money,  unless  to  those 
who  live  at  a distance,  and  then  we  should  be  well 
assured  that  their  case  is  truly  stated,  and  that  we 
cannot  relieve  them  by  any  other  method. 

“7.  By  subscribing  to  an  Infirmary,  where  we 
may  procure  that  relief  for  some  real  objects  of 
compassion,  which  they  cannot  obtain  elsewhere, 
and  without  which,  perhaps,  they  may  perish,  or 
remain  hopeless  of  any  cure,  and  burdens  to  society. 

“8.  By  discouraging  idleness  in  man,  woman,  or 
child ; and  by  contriving  work  for  those  who  are 
unemployed. 

“ 9.  By  defending  the  poor  against  oppression,, 
especially  such  of  them  as  are  most  grievously  op- 
pressed by  hard-hearted  parish  officers,  who  have 
the  power  over  them. 

“ A/ea/is  of  Doing  Good  Spiritualhj. 

“1.  By  giving  away  good  books,  especially 
Bibles  and  Common-Prayer  Books,  and  inquiring 


(!0 


LIFE  OF  SIR  JAMES  STONHOUSE. 


whether  those  to  whom  we  give  them  come  con- 
stantly to  Church. 

“ 2.  By  lending,  or  recommending  suitable 
liooks,  and  afterwards  by  examining  what  use  has 
been  made  of  them. 

“3.  By  putting  children  to  school,  and  seeing 
occasionally  what  improvement  they  have  made. 

“4.  By  learning  some  who  are  intended  for  ap- 
prenticeships, to  write  and  cast  accounts. 

“5.  By  promoting  religious  Societies,  Sunday 
Schools,  and  Houses  of  Industry ; and,  if  we  can, 
1)V  superintending  them. 

“ 6.  By  talking  seriously  and  affably  with  chil- 
dren and  servants  at  any  time  or  place,  when  a 
proper  opportunity  offers. 

“ 7.  By  adding  one  or  more  religious  sentences 
or  texts  of  Scripture  in  any  letters  to  our  friends, 
where  they  can  be  introduced  with  propriety. 

“ S.  By  visiting  the  sick,  and  comforting  or  ad- 
monishing them  ; and  more  especially  by  pointing 
out  the  fall  of  man,  and  redemption  of  Christ  as 
the  solid  and  only  foundation  of  present  peace 
and  final  salvation 

“ 9.  By  having  printed  or  written  slips  of  paper 
against  particular  sins,  as  Sabbath-breaking, 
swearing,  &c.,  in  order  to  be  given  away  occasion- 
allv,  or  inclosed  in  a letter  or  put  into  a book,  or 
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LIFE  OF  SIR  JAMES  STONUOUSE. 


61 


dropped  in  any  part  of  the  house  where  the  re- 
proved will  be  likely  to  meet  with  it,  provided 
there  wmuld  be  an  impropriety  in  giving  it  him 
ourselves.  This  may  possibly  be  the  means  of 
reforming  some,  who  have  been  accustomed  to 
the  sin  therein  reproved. 

“ 10.  By  inculcating  (as  the  soul,  like  the  body, 
requires  daily  nourishment  and  support,)  the  im- 
portant duty  of  secret  and  family  prayer,  as  the 
root  of  aU  moral  and  religious  principles.” 

He  concludes  the  Tract  with  the  following 
“ General  and  Important  Rules  — 

“ 1.  We  should  endeavour  to  ‘redeem  time*;’ 
studying  to  improve  it  to  the  best  advantage.  We 
should  therefore  well  consider  what  business  we 
have  to  do  in  the  forenoon,  afternoon,  and  evening 
of  every  day,  and  in  what  order  ; making  memo- 
randums accordingly  that  one  thing  may  not  inter- 
fere with  another™. 

“ 2.  We  should  always  be  cheerful,  as  well  as 
serious,  that  we  may  win  men  to  Christianity. 

”3.  All  controversies  should  be  avoided:  no 
good  can  be  done  by  disputing  on  such  contro- 
verted points  as  are  not  essentially  necessary  to 
salvation. 

"4.  We  should  heal  all  divisions  among  sects 
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and  parties  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  and  treat 
those  who  dift’er  from  us,  amicably. 

“5.  We  should  continually  he  mindful  and 
thankful,  that  Christ  died  to  save  sinners;  and 
expect  mercy  and  salvation  as  the  free  and  un- 
merited gift  of  God  through  the  atonement  of  His 
well-heloved  Son”;  and  strongly  inculcate  this  on 
others,  wherever  it  can  he  done  with  propriety ; 
for  ‘ all  have  sinned  and  come  short  of  the  glory 
of  God”.’ 

“ 6.  Remember,  that  Adam  fell  in  Paradise,  David 
in  his  house,  Peter  in  the  hearing  of  Christ,  and 
Judas  among  the  twelve.  They  all  fell  grossly.  ‘Let 
him,  therefore,  who  thinketh  he  standeth,’  (espe- 
cially when  he  confidently  thinks  so,)  ‘ take  heed 
lest  he  falPk’  ‘Be  not  therefore  high-mmded, 
hut  fear‘1.’ 

“ 7.  Talk  familiarly  to  children  about  Religion, 
as  a delightful  employment,  and  on  which  their 
present  comfort  as  well  as  everlasting  happiness 
depends. 

“ 8.  We  should  make  it  a constant  rule  to  pray 
for  all  who  affi’ont  or  injure  us.  Remember  that 
Christ  has  enjoined  us  to  pray  for  all  ‘who  de- 
spitefully  use  US'".’  This  will  be  found  an  admir- 
able preservative  of  the  peace  of  our  own  minds, 

" Kom.  vi.  23.  “ Uom.  iii.  23.  *’  1 Cor.  x.  12, 
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and  greatlv  contribute  to  the  benevolence  of  our 
tempers. 

“ 9.  We  should  disregard  all  opprobrious  names. 
Christ  Himself  was  abused  as  a wine-bibber®,  and 
even  as  a blasphemer^ ; and  every  one  must  expect 
to  be  vilified  more  or  less  who  opposes  the  cor- 
rupt prejudices  and  vices  of  mankind,  and  endea- 
vours to  enforce  the  truths  of  the  Gospel  in  the 
love  of  it. 

“ 10.  Above  ever}^  other  consideration  we  should 
prav  daily  ourselves,  regularly  in  the  family  as 
well  as  in  seeret,  which  strengthen  each  other. 
Thus  shall  we  be  doing  good  to  them,  and  he 
habitually  keeping  up  communion  with  God  in 
ourselves. 

“11.  We  should  recommend  this  practice,  wher- 
ever it  is  in  our  power,  to  others  ; especially  as 
the  manners  of  the  age  and  the  influence  of  follv 
and  fashion  are  fatal  to  every  thing  which  true 
piety  would  promote.  They  bring  on  a levity  of 
mind,  which  indisposes  it  for  every  better  and 
nobler  satisfaction.  The  customs,  too,  and  late 
hours  which  are  introduced,  and  such  a frequent 
absence  from  home,  are  incompatible  with  a plan 
of  regular  devotion.  At  what  hour  must  a modish 
family  have  the  worship  of  God,  so  that  all  the 
members  of  the  family  might  attend  (even  if  they 

■ St.  Matth.  xi.  19.  ‘ St.  Matth.  ix.  3. 
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were  so  disposed,)  with  decency  and  advantage  ? 
Do  not  the  manners  which  prevail,  set  all  this 
absolutely  at  defiance  ? 

“ 12.  Secret  ejaculations  too  may  be  used  at  any 
time,  as  we  stand,  sit,  walk,  ride,  lie  in  bed,  or  in 
whatever  company  we  may  hajipen  to  be,  and  will 
he  found  beneficial 

“ 13.  It  is  an  excellent  direction  for  improve- 
ment in  holiness,  given  by  the  late  great  and  good 
Bishop  of  Durham  (Dr.  Butler,)  in  his  Charge  to 
his  Clergy,  viz.  That  at  some  particular  hour 
(suppose  morning,  noon,  or  evening,)  when  the 
clock  strikes,  (especially  any  church  clock,  as  that 
would  be  a loud  and  never-failing  memorandum,) 
every  one  should  set  himself  as  in  the  presence  of 
God,  for  a few  minutes ; and  that  a secret  ejacu- 
lation might  then  be  put  up  unnoticed  by  whatever 
company  or  in  whatever  employment  such  an  one 
should  be  engaged.  He  would  soon  find  the  good 
effects  of  this  custom  on  his  heart  and  life 

“ 14.  Whenever  any  one  is  reproved, it  should  be 
done  privately,  mildly,  and  friendly,  so  as  to  shew 
that  the  reprover  has  the  person’s  good  much  at 
heart. 

“15.  We  should  rise  early  for  our  health’s  sake  ; 
and,  as  time  is  too  valuable  to  be  lost  in  a state  of 
insensibility,  we  should  endeavour  to  gain  two  or 
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three  hours  every  clay  from  unnecessary  sleep,  and 
so  lengthen  out  our  time,  and  be  enabled  to  make 
a right  use  of  it.  Why  should  we  live  hut  little 
more  than  half  our  days  ^ ? 

“16.  In  everj-  conversation  where  it  can  be  done 
with  propriety,  as  it  frequently  may,  we  should 
introduce  some  remark  to  the  glory  of  God,  and 
the  benefit  of  the  person  with  whom  we  converse. 

“17.  We  should  beware  of  whom  we  talk,  to 
whom  we  talk,  of  what,  and  where. 

“ 18.  It  is  a laudable  and  useful  custom  among 
many  ‘ who  love  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sin- 
cerity and  wish  to  promote  Ilis  honour  and  the 
salvation  of  others,  to  introduce  at  least  one  reli- 
gious sentiment,  or  text  of  Scripture,  in  the  letters 
they  write  to  their  relations  or  friends,  when  it 
can  conveniently  be  done.  Such  a sentence  or  text 
of  Scripture,  properly  interwoven,  might  perhaps 
strike  them,  and  do  more  real  good  than  a 
laboured  discourse  from  the  pulpit,  or  any  formal 
advice  given  at  home. 

“ 19.  But  above  all,  we  should  write  down  the 
reasons  which  at  any  time  make  us  afraid  to  die  '■ ; 
and  then  endeavour  by  faith,  prayer,  and  conver- 
sation with  experienced  Christians,  to  remove  the 
causes  of  ourfears;  and  thus  befortifying  our  minds, 
and  properly  preparing  ourselves  for  death.” 

« See  below  p.  98.  r Eph.  vi.  24.  ■ See  below  p.  11,). 
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Soon  after  the  publication  of  this  Tract,  he  was 
deprived  of  the  spiritual  comfort  and  admonitions 
of  his  friend  Mr.  Hervey,  who  died  (apparently  of 
tubercular  consumption,)  on  Christmas  Day,  1758. 
Dr.  Stonhouse  attended  him  professionally  in  his 
last  illness,  and  was  with  him  about  three  hours 
before  he  died.  It  would  appear  fi'om  several 
passages  in  Hervey’s  Letters,  which  seem  plainly 
to  have  been  addressed  to  Dr.  Stonhouse,  that, 
like  too  many  other  persons  busily  employed  in  the 
duties  of  their  profession,  he  was  in  danger  of  for- 
getting that  the  great  end  of  all  his  work  on  earth 
was  the  fitting  him  to  enjoy  Heaven  hereafter. 
Accordingly  on  his  death  bed  Mr.  Hervey  took 
the  opportunity  of  once  more  speaking  to  him  on 
the  subject  “ urged  strongly  and  affectionately  to 
him  the  importance  and  care  of  his  everlasting  eon- 
cerns,  as  here  is  no  abiding  place,  and  intreated 
him  not  to  be  overcharged  with  the  cares  of  this 
life,  but  to  attend,  amidst  the  multiplicity  of  his 
business,  to  the  ‘ One  thing  needful'’.”’ 

From  principle  (says  the  writer  in  the  Gentle- 
man's Magazine  already  quoted '',)  and  not  from 
prejudice,  from  candid  enquiry,  and  not  from 
blind  zeal,  from  the  certainty  of  conviction,  and 
not  from  the  prevalence  of  custom,  was  Dr.  Ston- 
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house  strongly  attached  to  the  tenets  of  the 
Established  Church.  And  accordingly,  after  more 
than  twenty  years  spent  in  the  active  duties  of  his 
Profession,  finding  his  practice  too  much  for  his 
health,  and  influenced  also  no  doubt  by  the  desire 
of  enlarging  the  sphere  of  his  exertions,  and  by 
the  hopes  of  becoming  more  instrumental  in 
making  men  “ wise  unto  salvation,”  he  resolved 
to  relinquish  the  practice  of  Physic  for  the  more 
important  engagements  of  the  clerical  function. 
Accordingly  in  1763,  at  the  age  of  forty-seven, 
he  was  ordained  Deacon  by  the  Bishop  of 
Hereford  ; and  Priest  the  week  after,  by  Letters 
Dimissory  to  the  Bishop  of  Bristol.  This  circum- 
stance in  his  life  cannot  possibly  be  attributed  to 
any  interested  motives  ; since  (besides  his  possess- 
ing a good  private  fortune,)  the  advantages  arising 
to  him  from  his  former  profession  were  much 
more  considerable,  and  the  difficulties  attending 
it  (to  a mind  like  his,)  much  less  arduous,  than 
those  w'hich  awaited  him  in  the  discharge  of  his 
parochial  duties.  After  his  ordination  he  entirely 
relinquished  the  practice  of  Medicine,  or  at  least 
only  gave  his  advice  gratuitously  to  his  parish- 
ioners, or  when  desired  by  some  particular  friend''. 

lie  settled  at  Bristol  on  account  of  his  health, 
and  his  first  clerical  preferment  was  the  Lecture- 
■*  Letters,  vol.  i.  p.  188 ; ii.  27. 


08 


LIFE  OF  SIR  JAMES  STOSUOUSE. 


ship  of  All  Saints  in  that  city®,  which  he  re- 
tained for  nearly  twenty  years  h In  May,  1764, 
he  was  presented  by  William,  first  Earl  of  Rad- 
nor, (then  Viscount  Folkestone,)  to  the  Rectory  of 
Little-Cheverel,  near  Devizes,  Wilts,  apparently 
without  having  been  previously  acquainted  with 
his  Lordship,  and  merely  on  account  of  his  cha- 
racter and  reputation. 

From  what  we  know  of  the  state  of  the  English 
Church  about  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  we 
can  easily  conceive  that  any  Clergyman  who  Avas 
more  than  commonly  zealous  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duties  would  bring  upon  himself  some  degree 
of  opposition  and  dislike.  Accordingly  this  ap- 
pears to  have  been  the  case  with  Dr.  Stonhouse, 
who  more  than  once  in  his  Letters ® complains  of 
the  distrust  with  which  he  was  regarded,  and  that 
he  was  called  “ a Methodist”  by  way  of  reproach, 
though  he  had  no  connexion  with  that  body.  This 
feeling  against  him  was  not  likely  to  be  lessened 
by  a few  pages  which  he  published  in  1769,  en- 
titled, “ The  Faithful  and  Unfaithful  Minister 
Contrasted,”  and  of  which  the  Preface  is  as  fol- 
lows : — 

“ It  is  well  known  that  many  judicious,  regular, 
and  serious  Clergymen  are  branded  with  the  names 
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of  Methodists  and  Enthusiasts,  though  they  have 
not  the  least  connection  with  the  Methodists,  nor 
shew  the  least  signs  of  being  Enthusiasts,  unless 
real  piety,  and  a fervent  well-regulated  zeal,  are 
to  be  accounted  Enthusiasm.  These  opprobrious 
names  are  often  given  them  by  some  Clergymen, 
who  preach  in  a careless,  unedifying  manner,  and 
allow  themselves  in  the  fashionable  gaities  and 
follies  of  the  age,  and  especially  in  the  profana- 
tion of  the  Sabbath.  Many  of  the  people  too 
nearly  resemble  these  Ministers,  and  too  much 
love  to  have  them  act  as  they  do ; especially  in 
cities  and  great  towns.  They  are  afraid  of  any 
one  who  comes  too  close  to  them,  either  out  of 
the  pulpit,  or  in  it.  Some  of  the  more  zealous 
Clergy  spend  their  time  and  zeal  about  notions 
and  phrases,  and  few  of  them  (comparatively) 
understand  pastoral  duty.  These  things,  as  they 
lead  men  away  from  vital,  practical  holiness, 
should  be  lamented,  but  should  not  discourasre 
good  Ministers  from  doing  what  they  can  to  serve 
their  fellow-creatures  ; for  there  are  even  yet 
some  grave,  sober,  rational  Christians,  who  will 
hear  and  be  edified. 

“ This  contrast  between  the  conscientious,  faithful 
Minister,  and  the  worldly-minded,  unfaithful  one, 
is  therefore  published,  that  its  Readers  may  clearly 
discern  what  kind  of  Ministers  are  laudable,  or 
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what  are  hlameable ; which  of  them  in  their 
doctrine  and  life  appear  most  worthy  the  name  of 
Ministers  of  Jesus  Christ  ; and  consequently 
which  of  them  deserve  the  attendance,  esteem,  and 
affection  of  those,  who  judge  of  Religion  by  the 
New  Testament,  and  are  really  concerned  for 
their  own  salvation,  and  that  of  others.  If  it 
should  accidentally  expose  the  careless  and  worldly 
Clergy  to  contempt  or  neglect,  they  may  here  see 
and  learn  how  they  may  retrieve  their  characters 
and  ensure  esteem,  reverence,  and  success  in  their 
ministrations  : and  all  such  would  do  well  seri- 
ously to  consider  what  the  learned  and  venerable 
Bishop  Bull  long  ago  observed  ‘ The  priest,’ 
says  he,  ‘ that  is  not  clothed  with  righteoushess, 
though  otherwise  richly  adorned  with  all  the  or- 
naments of  human  and  divine  literature,  and  those 
gilded  over  with  the  rays  of  a seraphic  prudence 
and  sagacity,  is  yet  hut  a naked,  beggarly,  de- 
spicable creature,  of  no  authority,  no  interest,  no 
use  or  service  in  the  Church  of  God.’  May 
every  Minister,  like  Epaphras,  he  ‘ a faithful 
minister  of  Christ*  !’  faithful  to  God,  to  Christ, 
to  his  patron,  parishioners,  promises,  vows,  and 
education;  for  ‘faithful'  comprehends  every  thing, 
and  completes  in  a single  word  the  character  of  a 
Minister.” 
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It  would  seem  as  if  Dr.  Stonhouse  was  after- 
wards dissatisfied  with  this  Tract,  or  regretted 
having  written  it,  as  it  is  never  alluded  to  in  his 
Letters,  nor  is  it  mentioned  in  the  list  of  his  writings 
given  by  Mr.  Stedman.  It  is  however  included  in 
the  Collection  of  his  Religious  Tracts  edited  by  his 
son,  Timothy  ; and  contains  a short  sketch,  or 
contrast,  of  the  Faithful,  and  the  Unfaithful  Minis- 
ter, on  opposite  pages. 

As  his  health  did  not  allow  him  to  reside  con- 
stantly at  his  living,  he  divided  his  time  between 
Cheverel  and  Bristol,  where  he  appears  to  have 
enjoyed  great  celebrity.  As  a preacher  he  is  said' 
to  have  been  almost  without  a rival.  II is  eloquence 
was  simple,  grand,  and  energetic.  He  conrinced 
the  mind,  while  he  warmed  the  heart.  His  style, 
though  plain,  was  adapted  to  his  subject;  and, 
though  never  tricked  out  in  glaring  and  gorgeous 
decorations,  was  yet  marked  by  chaste  imagery  and 
elegant  diction.  But,  above  all,  so  solemn  was  his 
delivery,  and  so  impressive  his  manner  of  awaken- 
ing the  feelings,  and  commanding  the  attention  of 
his  audience,  that  the  traces  he  made  upon  the 
mind  were  such  as  could  not  easily  be  obliterated. 
In  the  fourth  book  of  “The  English  Orator,” 

k Entitled,  “ Religious  Tnict.s  on  various  Subjects,  now  cnlleclcd 

into  one  volume.  liy  Sir  JaincH  Stonhouse, A new  Edition 

revised  and  carefully  corrected,”  <kc.  Lond.  12mo.  1822.  * 

* Gt-ni.  Mtuj.  vol.  Ixv.  p.  1058. 
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which  treats  of  the  Eloquence  of  the  Pulpit,  ^Ir. 
Polwhele  has  thus  characterized  him  : — 

“ The  music  of  a Stonhouse  gives, 

To  each  pathetic  sentiment  new  soul ; 

Wliile  every  fine  inflection  of  a voice 
Distinct  and  sweet,  to  his  nice  judging  ear 
Attuned,  in  melting  modulation  flows !” 

Part  of  the  elegance  of  his  delivery  he  probably 
owed  to  the  celebrated  Garrick,  with  whom  he 
was  acquainted  ; and  it  appears  that  when  he  en- 
tered into  holy  orders,  he  took  occasion  to  profit 
bv  his  intimacy  to  procure  from  him  some  valuable 
instructions  in  elocution.  Being  once  engaged  to 
read  prayers  and  to  preach  at  a church  in  the  city, 
he  prevailed  upon  Garrick  to  go  with  him.  After  the 
seiwice,  Garrick  asked  him  what  particular  business 
he  had  to  do  when  the  duty  was  over  ? “ None,” 
replied  he.  ” I thought  you  had,”  said  Garrick, 
“ on  seeing  you  enter  the  reading  desk  in  such  a 
hurry.  Nothing,”  added  he,  “ can  be  more  inde- 
cent, than  to  see  a Clergyman  set  about  sacred 
business  as  if  he  were  a tradesman,  and  go  into 
the  church  as  if  he  wanted  to  get  out  of  it  as  soon 
as  possible.”  He  next  asked  the  doctor  what  books 
he  had  in  the  desk  before  him  ? “ Only  the  Bible 
and  Prayer-Book.” — “ Only  the  Bible  and  Prayer- 
Book!”  replied  Garrick  ; “ why,  you  tossed  them 
backwards  and  forwards,  and  turned  the  leaves  as 
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carelessly  as  if  they  were  those  of  a clay-hook  and 
ledger.”  The  doctor  was  wise  enough  to  see  the 
force  of  these  observations,  and  avoided  in  future 
the  faults  they  were  designed  to  reprove 


LETTER  2.  TO  THE  REV.  MTLLLVJI  W,VRD  ". 

Bristol,  Dec.  26,  1769. 

“ Reverend  and  good  Sir, 

“ I received  the  acceptable  present  of  your 
Grammar®  some  time  since.  I have  perused  it 
with  attention,  and  not  without  some  improvement, 
I hope.  Sure  I am  it  has  cost  you  infinite  pains, 
for  it  is  a veiw  exact  technical  Grammar ; and  a 
work  so  laborious  in  itself,  and  so  well  executed, 
cannot  sufficiently  he  commended ; and  must 
supersede  the  labours  of  any  other  person,  as  the 
subject  is  completed.  The  rules  drawn  from  the 
Portuguese  young  gentleman’s  observation  should, 
I think,  be  printed,  and  stuck  at  the  back  of  the 
title-page  in  all  the  books  which  are  bound,  and 
added  (as  a single  leaf  at  the  end,)  to  all  those 

“ Public  Characters  of  17?8,  p,  466.  3rd.  Ed.  Thn  Editor  of 
Dr.  Sloiihoiisft’s  Ij‘tters  says  (p.  53.)  that  he  hud  liimself  heard 
the  Doctor  relate  this  anecdote. 

® Some  account  of  Mr.  Ward  is  piven  in  Nichols’s  fJtcr,  Hist,  of 
the  I8//1.  Tenf.,  vol.  iii.  p.  510,  in  which  heterogeneous  miscellany, 
amidst  much  that  is  curious  and  valuable,  and  also  much  literary 
rubbish,  this  letter  is  preserved,  j).  519. 

" “A  Grammar  of  the  English  Language,  in  two  Treatises,”  Ac. 
1769. 
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which  are  not  bound.  I had  the  satisfaction  of  a 
letter  from  your  daughter  Dicey  last  post ; and  am 
very  glad  to  hear  she  is  better.  I shall  advise  her 
to  spend  the  months  of  June  and  July,  or  July  and 
August,  here,  as  our  water  is  then  in  its  perfection. 
She  came  at  a proper  time  in  the  season  last  year. 
I am,  good  Sir,  with  much  real  esteem,  your 
obliged,  and  very  humble  seiwant, 

“ J.  Stonhouse.” 

In  1771,  Sept.  27,  he  preached  a Sermon,  which 
w'as  afteiwvards  published  with  the  title  : — “ St. 
Paul’s  Exhortation  and  Motive  to  support  the  w'eak 
or  sick  Poor.  A Sermon  preached  in  the  Cathe- 
dral Church  of  Salisbury  before  the  President, 
Governors,  and  other  Encouragers  of  the  General 
Infirmary,  at  their  Anniversary  Meeting;”  and 
which  reached  the  second  or  third  edition  before 
his  death  P.  And  probably  shortly  after  (judging 
from  its  place  in  the  collected  edition  of  his  Tracts, 
and  in  Mr.  Stedman’s  list  of  them,)  he  published  a 
short  Tract  entitled,  “Admonitions  against  Swear- 
ing, Sabbath-breaking,  and  Drunkenness,  designed 
fortbe  Benefit  of  such  as  are  guilty  of  one  or  more 
of  these  Vices.”  This  Tract  was  adopted  by  the 
Society  for  Promoting  Christian  Knowledge, 
reached  the  eleventh  or  twelfth  edition  before  his 


»’  Lt'/ferSy  p.  422. 
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death'!,  and  is  still  (1844)  retained  on  the  list  of 
the  Society’s  publications. 

During  part  of  the  time  of  his  residence  in  Park- 
Street,  Bristol,  the  adjoining  house  was  occupied 
by  Miss  Hannah  More  and  her  sisters,  who  had 
then  begun  to  attract  notice  by  their  character 
for  virtue  and  talents,  and  had  established  a board- 
ing-school for  young  ladies  which  became  one  of 
the  best  and  largest  in  the  West  of  England.  Dr. 
Stonhouse  soon  perceived  the  merits  of  “ the  sister- 
hood,” (as  he  used  to  call  them,)  and  particularly 
of  Hannah,  to  whom  he  was  of  great  use,  not  only 
by  introducing  her  to  several  of  his  friends,  but 
also  by  looking  over  and  correcting  her  earlier 
literary'  works Hannah  had  written  but  little 
when  this  acquaintance  commenced,  but  Dr.  Ston- 
house discerned  the  promise  of  greater  things,  and 
was  unbounded  in  his  admiration  of  the  freshness 
and  originality  of  her  powers  in  conversation,  in 
which  her  modesty  and  judgment  contended  with 
her  fancy  and  fertility The  acquaintance  soon 
ripened  into  intimacy  and  friendship,  as  appears 
from  the  published  correspondence  of  both  parties ; 
and  this  was  maintained  till  the  end  of  his  life. 
She  repaid  his  patronage  and  kindness  with  comi)li- 


T Ijetlers^  p.  422. 

^ Public  Characters  p.  465. 

^ Mr.  RoburU,  Life  and  Corresp.  of  II.  More^  vol.  i.  p.  30. 
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mentai'y  verses,  (the  only  means  of  shewing  her 
gratitude  which  she  then  possessed,)  of  which  the 
following  have  been  preserved,  though  perhaps 
they  hardly  merit  that  distinction.  The  first  were 
written  on  the  fly  leaf  of  Saurin’s  Sermons,  which 
she  had  borrowed  of  the  Doctor^; — 

“ Epitre  au  Dr.  Stonhouse  sur  les  Sermons  de  M.  Smirin. 

“ Ces  divines  ardeurs,  cette  sainte  eloquence, 

Ces  sublimes  pensees,  ces  conceptions  immenses, 

Ces  essors  evangeliques,  cette  liumilite  profonde, 

Cette  connoissance  unie  A ce  me'pris  du  monde, 

Cet  horreur  du  vice,  cet  amour  de  la  vertu, 

Cette  e.xtreme  soumission  ^ la  volontfe  de  Dieu, 

Cette  heureuse  indifference  pour  un  monde  incertain, 
Cette  compassion  pour  les  maux  du  genre  humain, 

Cet  amour,  et  cette  crainte  de  I'Eternel  Cre'ateur, 

Cette  perfaite  espdrance  dans  le  sang  du  Redempteur, 
Enfin,  ces  grandes  idees,  ce  langage  divin, 

Qui  charme,  qui  61eve,  qui  transporte  en  Saurin, 
J’admire  en  le  lisant  ces  beaut6s  6clatantes, 

En  t’ecoutant,  Docteur,  les  memes  beautds  m’enchantent, 
Semblable  au  Prophete,  qui,  la  Sainte  Ecriture  dit“, 
Laisse  d son  successeur  son  inanteau  et  son  esprit.” 

Thus  translated. 

“ That  warmth  divine,  that  holy  eloquence. 

Those  thoughts  sublime,  conceptions  so  immense, 

t Hannah  More’s  //orA'j,  vol.  vi.  p.  15.  The  date  there  given  for 
the  composition  of  these  lines,  (1775,)  a|>penrs  to  be  wrong,  as  they 
are  alluded  to  by  Orton  in  a letter  written  in  1773.  Letters,  p.  99. 

" 2 Kings  ii.  13. 
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That  holy  zeal,  that  deep  humility, 

Extent  of  knowledge,  perfect  charity. 

That  dread  of  vice,  of  virtue  such  a love, 

That  true  submission  to  the  Will  above. 

That  calm  indifference  to  this  changing  scene. 

That  pity  for  the  woes  of  mortal  men. 

That  love  and  fear  of  the  eternal  Good, 

That  perfect  hope  in  the  Redeemer’s  blood. 

Those  grand  ideas,  language  so  divine. 

Which  charm,  exalt,  transport  us  in  Saurin : 

In  reading  him  these  beauties  still  appear. 

In  hearing  thee  these  beauties  charm  mine  ear ; 

Like  to  that  Prophet,  who,  the  Scriptures  say. 

His  cloak  and  spirit  left,  then  wing’d  to  Ileav’n  his 
way.” 

“ To  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stonhouse  on  receiving  a Volume  of  his 
Tracts  and  Meditations,  \Zth  June,  1774*. 

“Whilst  dauntless  Vice  pursues  its  rapid  way. 

And  boasts  an  almost  universal  sway ; 

Whilst  well-bred  priests  their  easy  virtue  bend. 

To  accommodate  the  failings  of  a friend ; 

Too  mild,  too  sympathetically  nice. 

To  probe  their  own,  or  shock  their  patron’s  vice  ; 

Actively  bad,  or  negatively  good, — 

No  sin  avoided,  no  desire  withstood  ; 

Whilst  these  at  Folly’s  shrine  devoutly  bend. 

Shall  not  Religion  find  one  zealous  friend  ? 

Yes, — Stonhouse!  but  with  life  thy  cares  shall  cease. 
Thou  chosen  envoy  of  the  God  of  Peace. 

’Tis  not  because  the  Stagirite  might  praise 
The  finish’d  meaning  in  thy  polish’d  phrase, 

• Rev.  Henry  Thompson’s  Li/f  of  II.  More,  p.  383. 
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Nor  that  thou  sluinu’st  tlie  wild  enthusiast’s  dream, 

And  tlie  dull  lifeless  reasoner’s  cold  extreme; 

Not  that  thy  evangelic  pages  glow 
AVith  all  that  piety  and  taste  bestow  ; 

That  these  neglected  oratory  restore, 

And  Paul  at  Athens  seems  to  preach  once  more  : 

It  is  not  these  ; though  Envy’s  self  must  own 
In  these  thou  stand’st  unrivall’d  and  alone. 

No; — ’tis  thy  actions,  more  than  sermons,  teach  ; 

For  Stonhouse  lives,  what  others  only  prcnclo” 

“ On  his  upsetting  a terrestrial  globe  with  his  foot. 

“ ’Tis  said,  the  son  of  Philip  wept  to  find 
A conquer’d  world  unequal  to  his  mind  ; 

You  both  o’erturned  a globe  ; — both  felt  the  smart ; 

You  only  broke  your  sbins — he  broke  his  heart. 

But  you  an  Alexander's  hint  imjjrove. 

Nor  spurn  this  world  till  sure  of  that  above.” 

Hannah  Move’s  lines  entitled  “ Reflections  of 
King  Hezekiali  on  his  sickness  >”  were  written  im- 
mediately after  hearing  a very  solemn  and  affecting 
Sermon  on  the  same  subject  preached  in  All  Saints 
Church  bv  Dr.  Stonhouse^- ; and  in  her  well-known 
story  entitled  “The  Shepherd  of  Salisbury  Plain” 
he  is  the  person  represented  under  the  name  of 
Mr.  Johnson^,  while  the  character  of  the  Shepherd 
himself  is  drawn  from  a poor  man  in  the  ne.xt 
parish  to  Cheverel,  named  David  Saunders,  “ who 

y In  the  0th  vnl.  ofluT  Works,  p.  210. 

* Mem.  of  II.  More  jirefixed  to  her  Works,  p.  IS. 

• Rev.  Henry  Thompson’s  Life  of  //.  J/o/v,  p.  153. 
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had  acquired  a surprizing  knowledge  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, readiness  in  prayer,  and  spiritual  conversa- 
tion ; and  who  used  to  keep  his  Bible  in  the  thatch 
of  his  hut  on  Salisbuiw  plain;  bv  reading  which, 
and  prayer,  he  seemed  to  keep  up  a constant  com- 
munion with  God*^.” 

The  few  events  that  occurred  during  the  re- 
mainder of  Dr.  Stonhouse’s  life  may  be  best 
learned  by  some  e.xtracts  from  his  Letters  to  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Stedman',  a young  clergyman  who 
was  introduced  to  him  by  the  Rev.  Job  Orton,  a 
well-known  dissenting  Minister,  and  who  went  to 
Cheverel  as  Curate  in  Oct.  1771.  Here  he  re- 
mained about  four  years,  during  which  time,  and 
also  afteiAvards,  he  kept  up  an  intimate  acquaint- 
ance and  coirespondence  with  Dr.  Stonhouse  which 
was  published  a few  years  after  the  death  of  the 
latter'*.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  Mr. 

Ortou’s  L llurs,  ji.  21.  note.  Jlr.  Stedinim  sny.s  that  “ the  first 
person  he  met  with,  ns  he  was  riding  into  the  village  of  Cheverel  to 
settle  in  that  cnrai-y,  was  this  shepherd  ; who  tohl  him,  in  a conver- 
sation he  had  with  him  some  time  after,  that  taking  the  stranger  to 
he  the  Minister  expected  there,  he  conld  not  help  repeating  to  him- 
self those  words  of  St.  I'aul,  (Horn.  x.  l.'i.)  ‘ How  beautiful  are  the 
feet  of  them  that  preach  the  (iosijel  of  peace,  and  bring  glad  tidings 
of  good  things  ! ’ ” 

' Thomas  Stedrnan  was  horn  in  1716  ; educated  at  Pembroke 
College,  Oxford;  Curate  of  Little  Cheverel  in  1771;  Keetor  of 
Worinington,  near  Winehcombe,  Gloucestershire,  in  177.1;  Vicar  of 
St.  Chad's,  Shrewsbury,  in  17Sd;  M..1.  in  1787  ; edited  a selec- 
tion of  Doddridge’s  and  of  Orton's  Letters,  and  published  some 
Tracts  and  Sermtrns  ; and  died  in  1825. 

■'  The  edition  used  for  this  work  is  the  second,  which  was  pub- 
lished in  1805  at  Shrewsbury,  small  8vo.;  and  forms  the  second 
volume  of  the  Collection  entitled  “ Letters  from  the  Uev.  Mr.  Job 
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Orton’s  letter  ^ to  his  young  fi'iend  on  his  first  going 
to  Cheverel : — 

“ I am  very  glad  for  Dr.  Stonhouse’s  sake,  and 
also  for  your  own,  that  you  intend  accepting  the 
curacy  of  Little- Cheverel.  The  Doctor  is  a learned, 
genteel,  good  tempered  man  ; truly  serious,  ra- 
tionally evangelical,  and  judiciously  zealous.  He 
will  treat  you  like  a friend  and  a brother,  and  you 
will  be  much  pleased  and  improved  by  his  com- 
pany and  conversation.  He  preaches,  during  his 
residence,  twice  every  Sunday,  and  has  a lecture 
on  Wednesday  evening.  But  ill  health  obliges 
him  to  live  the  greater  part  of  the  year  at  Bristol, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  waters  there.  I could  say 
more  of  his  parish  every  way,  than  the  Doctor 
chooses  to  write  to  you  of  it  himself,  because  he 
would  not  raise  too  high  expectations.”  

LETTER  3.  TO  THE  REV.  TIIOJLIS  STEDM.IX. 

“Longford  Castle,  Oct.  3,  1771. 

“ Rev.  Sir, 

“ I am  now  at  Lord  Radnor’s  on  a visit,  where 
I received  your  letter ; but  fear  I am  too  late  to 
answer  it  by  this  post,  as  I must  send  my  letter 
to  Salisbury,  which  is  three  miles  from  hence. 
I cannot  however  omit  writing  a few  hasty  lines 

Orton,  ami  the  Rev.  Sir  James  Stonlioiise,  Bart,  ISI.D.,  to  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Steelman,  Vicar  of  St.  Chad’s,  Shrewsbury." 

« Letters,  vol.  i.  p.  1. 
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to  assure  you  that  Mrs.  Stonhouse  and  I will  do 
all  in  our  power  to  render  your  situation  at  Cheverel 
agreeable  to  you. 

“ Cheverel  is  a small  village,  within  hve  measured 
miles  and  an  half  of  Devizes,  a capital  market-town 
in  Wiltshire,  in  the  high  road  from  London  to 
Bath  ; and  nineteen  miles  from  Bath.  It  is  a 
healthy  and  delightful  spot : part  of  my  parish 
lies  in  the  vale,  and  part  on  the  downs,  which 
extend  from  thence  to  Salisbui'y,  one  and  twenty 
miles.  The  village  contains  forty  houses ^ in- 
cluding the  parsonage  house  : only  three  sub- 
stantial farmers,  the  rest  are  labourers.  A peace- 
ful people — who  will  treat  any  clergyman,  that 
behaves  properly,  with  great  respect.  The  church 
is  small  and  neat.  As  to  duty,  there  are  only 
prayers  in  the  morning ; and  in  the  afternoon 
prayers  wdth  a sermon.  When  I am  there  b, 
during  the  months  of  May  and  June,  I have  an 
evening  lecture  on  a Wednesday ; but  at  no  other 

f The  populatioa  at  present  (as  given  in  the  Clenjij  List  of  1844,) 
is  395. 

g In  the  Preface  to  his  Hints  from  a Minister  to  his  Curate,  he 
says:  “ Tlie  following  //fnts  were  drawn  up  for  the  nse  of  his  Curate 
by  the  Rector  of  a Country  Parish,  whose  weak  state  of  health  and 
some  peculiar  circumstances  oblige  him  to  live  the  greatest  part  of 
the  year  at  a distance  from  it.  He  nevertheless  preaches  every 
Snnday,  resides  two  months  in  the  year  on  his  living,  and  is  encou- 
raged to  hope  that  he  has  already  been,  and  (by  the  blessing  of 
God,)  still  may  be,  the  instrnmentof  some  good  to  his  Parishioners ; 
though  not  of  so  much  as  he  probably  might  be  were  he  constantly 
resident,  which  would  he  more  satisfactory  to  himself,  and  which  on 
many  accounts  he  earnestly  wishes  to  he.” 

M 
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time ; as  before  that  time  the  nights  are  dark,  and 
after  that  time  the  hay  harvest  begins,  and  the 
corn  harvest  follows,  when  farmers  and  labourers 
cannot  attend. 

“ I have  been  Rector  of  Cheverel  about  seven 
years  ; hut  have  had  such  full  employment  while 
there,  that  I seldom  or  ever  stir  out  of  my  parish; 
and  have  only  visited  one  gentleman’s  family, 
whose  house  is  within  a mile  of  me.  There  are 
clergy  and  others  in  the  neighbourhood  sufficient 
for  society,  had  I not  at  first  made  a declaration, 
that  I came  there  purposely  to  attend  to  my 
juirish,  and  had  no  time  to  visit,  or  to  be  \dsited  ; 
nor  any  thing  fit  to  entertain  visitors,  as  I am 
only  an  occasional  resident  there,  and  my  principal 
house  is  at  Bristol. 

“My  salary  is  £ — a year,  with  what  surplice 
fees  there  are,  which  are  very  inconsiderable  in  so 
small  and  poor  a parish.  The  parsonage  is  fur- 
nished in  a plain  way,  and  there  is  a good  gai’den. 
When  we  are  at  Cheverel  you  will  he  at  no  e.x- 
pense,  as  you  will  he  always  welcome  to  our  table. 
And  in  the  depth  of  winter  we  shall  be  glad  to 
see  you  for  a fortnight  or  three  weeks,  at  any 
time  it  suits  you,  at  my  house  at  Bristol,  by  way 
of  changing  the  scene,  as  you  may  easily  get  a 
supply  for  a Sunday  or  two  at  Cheverel.  If  any 

Thu  iucome  at  proseiit  (as  given  in  the  Clergy  List  18-i-l,) 
is  405. 
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other  curacy  in  the  neighbourhood  should  happen 
to  be  vacant,  which  probably  may  be  the  case,  and 
which  vou  might  choose  to  undertake  the  duty  of, 
I and  my  parishioners  will  be  willing  you  sbould 
engage  in  it. — I have  no  books,  but  what  I bring 
with  me  from  Bristol  ; but  any  in  my  library 
there,  I can  (and  most  readily  will,)  lend  you  from 
time  to  time. 

“ It  is  a great  satisfaction  to  me  to  have  a gen- 
tleman so  well  recommended  to  me  by  my  very 
worthy  friend  Mr.  Orton,  who  has  so  great  a 
desire  to  promote  the  interests  of  Religion,  and 
the  happiness  and  welfare  of  mankind. — We  are 
desirous  of  having  you  with  us  at  Cheverel  as 
soon  as  you  can,  that  we  may  have  it  in  our 
power  to  be  with  you  for  some  little  time,  and 
reconcile  you  to  the  place  ; more  especially,  as  you 
will  be  a perfect  stranger  to  it.  But  I would  not 
have  you  distress  yourself  for  time  ; for  I would 
wait  somewhat  longer  before  I return  to  Bristol, 
rather  than  subject  you  to  any  inconvenience. — I 
write  so  precipitately,  that  I scarcely  know  what 
I write,  and  my  pen  and  ink  are  so  bad,  that  they 
will  hardly  mark  the  paper.  I am,  Rev.  Sir, 
\ our’s  very  sincerely, 

(1.)‘  James  Stoniiouse.” 

j The  figures  at  the  end  of  thes^e  letters  refer  to  the  numbers  nf 
those  in  Stcdman’s  Collection. 
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LETTER  4.  TO  THE  REV.  THOJLLS  STEDJLAI^. 

“ Bristol,  Dec.  1771. 

“ Rev.  and  Dear  Sir, 

“ Your  letter  has  given  us  great  pleasure  in  eveiy 
view.  We  were  afraid  lest  the  solitude  of  Cheverel 
would  have  been  more  irksome  to  you  than  you 
have  found  it ; and  that  this  winter-season  you 
would  not  have  been  so  well  attended  upon  at 
Church  as  we  could  have  wished,  and  conse- 
quently been  discouraged. — However,  you  have 
seen  the  worst  of  things.  Every  thing  now  is  in 
its  most  disadvantageous  state ; and,  if  people  can 
attend  you  these  short  days,  and  when  the  roads 
are  so  dirty,  there  is  no  doubt  but  they  tvill  attend 
you  when  the  paths  are  cleaner,  and  the  days 
longer.  I hope  it  will  please  God  to  bless  your 
ministry,  and  that  your  present  situation  will  he 
beneficial  to  yourself  and  my  people. — \ ou  much 
please  me  by  saying,  you  aim  at  serious,  plain 
]ireaching,  which  you  enforce  with  earnestness, 
not  violence.  Violence  always  disgusts,  earnest- 
ness properly  impresses  me.  Nothing  can  be 
more  unbecoming  the  gravity  and  decency  of  a 
Clergyman,  than  stamping  his  feet,  and  thumping 
the  cushion,  as  the  manner  of  some  is,  and  which 
they  call  preaching  with  power. 

“ I am  very  glad  to  hear,  that  some  of  my 
jiarishioners  have  been  with  you  in  private  for 
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your  advice  and  assistance,  as  to  their  religious 
concerns.  This  is  a sure  test  of  confidence,  and 
an  heartfelt  conviction  that  you  are  in  their  esteem 
a respectable  character,  able  and  willing  to  assist 
them.  I talked  separately  to  every  one  of  them 
not  to  neglect  their  attendance  on  you,  and  am 
glad  to  hear  any  good  effects  from  it.  A very 
exemplaiy  and  learned  Minister  told  me  lately, 
that  he  had  been  taught  more  of  Christ  and  vital 
Christianitv'  by  conversing  with  some  of  his  poor, 
but  serious  parishioners,  than  by  all  the  books  he 
had  ever  read.  I mention  this  for  your  encourage- 
ment. 

“Your  speaking  of  Melchisedec’s  being  ‘with- 
out father  or  mother  as  causing  these  people  to 
wonder,  put  me  in  mind  of  one  of  our  players  here, 
who  said,  that  at  the  time  of  our  great  fair  (in  order 
to  get  a full  house,)  it  was  policy  to  have  a play 
with  some  hard  name,  as  Oroonoko,  &c.,  as  people 
(especially  ignorant  people,)  loved  to  hear  what 
they  did  not  understand,  and  to  he  particularly 
curious  about  an  hard  name.  I remember  a Par- 
son, much  famed  among  the  country-people  for 
being  able  to  read  the  tenth  chapter  of  Nehemiah, 
in  which  there  are  so  many  hard  words ; and  they 
used  to  say,  that  he  must  surely  he  a wonderfully 
fine  scholard  to  read  them  off  so  roundly. 


^ Ilebr.  vii.  3. 
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“ I received  a letter  lately  from  Mr.  Orton, 
wherein  he  presses  your  explaining  the  Epistle 
and  Gospel  in  the  desk  on  a Sunday  morning ; 
not  hv  way  of  sermon,  but  exposition.  I know 
not  what  to  say  to  this.  It  is  somewhat  irregidar  : 
and  to  keep  in  the  regular  track,  will  in  all  re- 
spects be  best.  I attribute  what  he  says  on  the 
subject  to  his  not  being  sufficiently  master  of  our 
ecclesiastical  laws  and  institutions.  In  the  same 
letter  he  writes  thus  : — ‘ Enfield  has  lately  pub- 
lished a very  usefid  book,  called  The  Preacher  s 
Directory.  It  is  a collection  of  texts,  ranged 
under  several  heads,  and  will  he  very  serviceable 
to  young  preachers  to  furnish  them  with  proper 
subjects  to  preach  on,  and  texts  for  illustration 
and  proof.  I wish  you  would  recommend  it  to 
Mr.  S.  You  safely  may,  for  there  can  be  no 
heresy,  in  that,  though  it  comes  from  W'.,  as  it 
consists  wholly  of  texts  of  Scripture.’ — I sent  my 
servant  into  town,  and  very  luckily  the  bookseller 
had  one.  But  as  I am  obliged  to  pack  it  up  im- 
mediately, I can  form  no  judgment  of  it ; but  it 
seems  a very  useful  performance,  and  as  what  will 
furnish  you  with  texts  for  conversing  Avith  the 
people  who  come  to  you.  Lay  it  before  you,  as 

1 Warrington,  in  Lanriisliiro,  at  wliich  place  ahont  the  middle  of 
the  last  cuutury  there  was  n celebrated  Dissenting  Academy,  at 
which  Knfleld  was  n*sident  Tutor  and  Lecturer  in  the  llellea-Lettres 
from  1770  till  its  dissolution  in  1783. 


LIFE  OF  SIR  JAMES  STONHOUSE. 


87 


voii  sip  your  tea,  and  then  a glance  of  the  eve 
furnishes  you  %vith  some  useful  text.  I have  now 
almost  done  sermon-writing ; but  wish  I had  been 
acquainted  with  it  nine  or  ten  years  ago.  Mr. 
Orton  is  one  of  the  truly  sensible,  moderate  Dis- 
senters, and  a man  of  solid,  sterling  piety.  He 
savs,  he  has  written  you  a long  letter"'.  Bring  it 
with  you  when  vou  come  here.” 

C2-) 


LETTER  5.  TO  THE  REV.  TII05LVS  STEDiLVX. 

“ March  17,  1772. 

“ Dear  Sir, 

“ I am  indebted  to  you  for  two  letters,  which  I 
will  answer  (according  to  my  usual  way,)  para- 
graph by  paragraph,  and  then  nothing  is  omitted. 

“You  say  popularity  is  a great  snare.  I have 
found  it  so  ; especially  the  two  or  three  first  years 
after  I commenced  preacher.  I can  now  almost 
sav  in  reality,  what  Pope  only  affected  to  say, 

‘ Now  sick  alike  of  envy  and  applause".’ 

‘ Blest  rules  of  cool  prudential  age  !’ 

says  Dr.  Cotton  ".  I have  now  many  thoughts  in 
the  pulpit  to  damp  ambition,  and  the  thirst  of 
popular  applause.  I am  failing  in  my  memory, 

"*  Orton’s  fjollers^  No.  2. 

" Imitation  of  Horace^  book  i.  epistle  1. 

" Probably  the  Author  of  the  “ Visions  in  Verse,”  mentioned  above, 
p.  26. 
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my  voice  is  tremulous,  my  once  animated  eye 
now  waters  on  the  least  attempt  to  strike  by  my 
look,  my  spirits  flag,  &c.  I have  also  seen  such 
changes  in  my  hearers.  How  many  of  my  ad- 
mirers have  forsaken  me  ! How  often  have  my 
most  undeserving  productions  been  extolled,  and 
my  most  judicious  performances  passed  unnoticed  ! 
How  few  are  judges  ! How  little  good  has  been 
done  by  those  discourses  I have  taken  so  much 
pains  with,  and  from  which  I promised  myself  so 
much  ! I once  went  into  the  pulpit  sanguine  with 
hope  : I now  go  up  as  an  act  of  duty  m the  sight 
of  God,  and  because  my  friends  advise  me  to 
preach.  You  must  keep  a tight  rein  over  your- 
self, and  consider  Ministers  are  only  instruments, 
and  the  blessing  is  God’s.  A proper  emulation  is 
laudable.  Popularity  becomes  a snare,  when  we 
grow  proud,  conceited,  and  behave  accordingly, 
attrilniting  all  to  self,  unmindful  of  the  grace  and 
blessing  of  God,  and  regarding  our  own  reputa- 
tion only,  without  being  desirous  of  His  glory, 
and  the  salvation  of  our  fellow-creatures.  I daily 
pray  for  God’s  grace  to  strengthen  and  succeed 
your  endeavours,  and  it  is  my  greatest  pleasure  to 
hear  of  your  success. 

“ I bless  God  from  my  heart,  that  your  ministrv 
is  so  well  attended.  Tliis  will  he  an  encourage- 
ment to  vou  : and  I tell  vou  before  I come  to 
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Cheverel,  I shall  preach  hut  little  while  I am 
there,  as  my  sennons  in  general  are  not  calculated 
for  that  people.  They  are  dissatisfactory  to  my- 
self ; and  I cannot  at  my  time  of  life  be  composing 
afresh  in  a different  way.  Doing  good  should  he 
the  great  end  of  preaching ; and  your  discourses 
are  much  better  calculated  for  that  purpose  in  that 
place,  than  mine  are.  My  sermons  are  calculated 
for  great  towns,  yours  for  country  villages  and 
jilain  people.  But  even  here,  I erase  every  hard 
word,  and,  if  such  escape  me,  I alter  them.  My 
great  end  in  coming  to  Cheverel  this  year,  will  be, 
not  to  preach  myself  much,  but  to  confirm  and 
strengthen  your  preaching ; to  converse  with  the 
people,  encouraging  some,  and  admonishing  others. 
— I am  glad  to  hear  so  good  an  account  of  * * ; 
hut  till  people  pray  from  principle,  there  can  he 
no  work  of  grace  begun  in  them. 

“ 1 do  not  care  who  has  the  living  of , so  1 

have  it  not.  I have  received  a letter  from  Lord 
* *,  of  which  I send  you  a copy  verbatim ; by 
which  you  will  see,  he  could  have  procured  it  for 
me.  Never,  no  never,  will  I undertake  the  care 
of  so  large  a parish,  in  so  populous  a city.  You 
see  the  cork-cutter  at  Salisbury  says,  on  hearing 
me  at  the  cathedral  thcreP,  ‘I  am  not  the  man  I 
was.’  Nor  am  I.  My  strength  and  voice  fail 

Probably  reforring  to  the  sermon  mentioned  above,  p.  7'!. 
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me,  and  my  infirmities  increase  daily.  I have 
been  very  happy  here  for  nine  years ; and  have 
no  fatigue  at  a time  of  life  when  I require  rest : 
happy  in  my  family,  and  nothing  to  do,  but  to 
preach  once  or  twice  a week,  and  to  pray  to  God 
to  prepare  me  for  bidding  a final  adieu  to  the 

world ; whereas,  had  I gone  to  , I should 

have  been  rushing  into  the  world  afresh,  and  on 
a very  unpromising  stage  of  action.  Me  sylva 
cavusque  tutus  ab  insidiis,  &c.‘i 

‘ My  Choice 

‘ No  ! I shan’t  envy  him,  whoe’er  he  be, 

Tliat  stands  upon  tlie  battlements  of  state ; 

Stand  there  who  will  for  me. 

I’d  rather  be  secure,  than  great. 

Of  being  so  high  the  jdeasnre  is  but  small. 

But  long  the  ruin,  if  I chance  to  fall. 

‘ Let  me  in  some  sweet  shade  serenely  lie, 

Happy  in  leisure  and  obscurity  ; 

Whilst  others  place  their  joys 
In  popularity  and  noise. 

Let  my  soft  minutes  glide  obscurely  on. 

Like  subterraneous  streams,  unheard,  unknown. 

‘ Thus,  when  my  days  are  all  in  silence  past. 

A good,  plain,  country-man  I’ll  die  at  last. 

Death  cannot  choose  but  be 
To  him  a mighty  misery, 

•1  Horace,  Epist.  ii.  (>,  IIG. 

' See  A Collection  of  Miscellanies^  itc.,  by  llcv.  John  Norris,  p.  iJ. 
ed.  1730. 
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Who  to  the  world  was  popularly  known, 

And  dies  a stranger  to  himself  ‘dlone 

“ If  Mr.  * * invites  you  to  his  house,  go  ; but 
behave  with  dignity.  Respect  and  reverence  your- 
self, and  the  character  you  sustain.  Laugh  at  no 
profane  jests  ; but  be  silent  and  grave,  if  you 
cannot  reprove  : and  as  soon  as  such  discourse  is 
past,  be  cheerful  again.  If  you  can  recommend 
any  good  book  to  him  or  Mrs.  * *,  do  so.  In 
short,  be  gentle  with  them  at  first,  and  Providence 
may  make  you  an  instrument  of  some  good  to 
him 

“As  to  your  inquiry  concerning  Mr.  Ilervey’s 
manner  of  preaching,  I recollect  that  he  preached 
without  notes ; excepting,  that  he  had  before  him 
a small  vessel  of  paper,  on  which  were  written,  in 
short  hand,  the  general  heads  and  particulars  of 
his  sermon ; which  sometimes  he  looked  at,  and 
sometimes  not.  He  was  very  regular  in  his  plans ; 
nor  was  he  very  long  ; from  thirty  to  forty 
minutes  was  his  usual  time,  rarely  longer.”  .... 
(3.) 


I-K'ITi;i!  (!.  TO  rilE  REV.  THOMAS  STEDM.VN. 


“ Dear  Sir, 


1772. 


“ M'e  reached  home  safely  (blessed  be  God  !)  on 
Friday  evening,  after  a very  sultry  journey. — I 

• A paraphrase  of  part  of  a chorus  in  Seneca,  Thyest.^  v.  391 : 

“ Stet,  (piicunque  volet,  potens 
Aulae  culmine  liihrico,”  &c. 
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was  at  the  Hot-Wells  yesterday  morning,  and  am 
most  heartily  sick  of  it  already.  I long  for  the 
retirement  of  Cheverel. 

‘Bear me,  ye  Gods!  oh,  quickly  bear  me  hence, 

To  wholesome  solitude,  the  nurse  of  sense  : 

Where  Contemplation  pnines  her  ruffled  wings, 

[niffled  hy  the  interruptions  and  follies  of  public  places,] 
And  the  free  soul  looks  down  to  pity  kings  h’ 

Public  places  are  the  nurseries  of  folly.  You  may 
well  say,  ‘ Give  me  the  Cheverel  rustics.’ 

“Sir  T[homas]  H[ales]  is  very  ill  here,  and 
engrosses  much  of  my  time,  precious  time'* — quod 
fitgit  irrevocabile.  ‘Redeem  time,’  is  constantly 
ringing  in  my  ears. 

“You  say  I may  do  much  real  good  by  preaching 
at  the  Wells  among  the  dissipated  great.  I despair 
of  it,  and  therefore  am  so  reluctant.  Had  I proper 
sermons,  such  places  as  Cheverel  would  be  my  de- 
light, obscuro  positus  loco,  mlUs  ?iotiis  Quh'itibus^. 
....  What  can  a man  preach  at  the  Wells  ? 
P.  would  say  I had  no  light ; the  Clergy  would 
say  I was  an  enthusiast ; the  bucks,  that  I was  rigid 
and  old-fashioned ; the  ladies,  that  I was  an  old 

* Pope’s  rersijication  of  Donne^  Sat.  iv. 

'»  On  this  OLTusioii  the  Doctor  acted  in  his  medical  capacity;  which 
he  sometimes  did,  when  desired  hysome  particular  friend.  He  was 
well  acquainted  with  tlie  wortliy  baronet  above  mentioned,  who 
died  soon  after,  and  whose  sister  his  patron  William,  the  first  Earl 
of  Radnor,  had  married.  [Note  by  Stedman.] 

* Seneca,  T/iyest.,  v.  304. 
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fellow,  past  pleasure  myself,  and  an  enemy  to  it 
in  others  ; and  all  agree  (P.  excepted,)  tliat  I was  a 
Methodist.  So  that  no  good  would  be  done.  They 
would  agree  that  I said  striking  things,  and  there- 
fore contributed  a little  to  their  amusement. 
‘ What  will  this  babbler  say  y ? ’ Why,  he  will  say- 
something  more  spirited  than  Dr.  Humdrum.  1 
fear  the  face  of  no  man  living  : it  is  not  fear  of 
them,  but  my  spirits  are  broken  by  seeing  that 
my  instructions  are  disregarded,  and  that  at  public 
places  there  is  too  much  dissipation  to  permit  of 
any  degree  of  seriousness,  and  therefore  I keep 
my  breath  to  cool  my  pottage.  Mrs.  * (the  great 
wit  of  the  age,)  complimented  me  the  other  day  by- 
saying,  ‘ Give  me  leave.  Dr.  Stonliouse,  to  ask 
you  when  we  are  to  be  benefitted  by  your  instruc- 
tions ? ’ i\Iy  reply  was  that  ‘ my  expectations  of 
benefitting  were  at  so  very  low  an  ebb,  as  in  a 
manner  to  make  me  give  over  all  hopes  of  doing 
good,  and  that  I should  decline  preaching  at  the 
Wells  this  season.’  It  was  not  a very  polite 
answer,  but  a true  one.  She  (as  she  has  a large 
fortune,)  supposed  I should  have  immediately 
answered,  ‘ Whenever  you  please.  Madam,  to  de- 
sire it.’  Put  1 knew  she  had  no  seriousness  in 
her,  but  merely  curiosity  prompted  her,  which  1 
was  not  disposed  to  gratify,  and  so  we  parted. 


y Acts  xvii.  18. 
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“At  Cheverel  and  at  All-Saints  it  is  my  duty  to 
preach,  but  I dislike,  greatly  dislike,  at  my  time 
of  life,  being  made  a raree-show  of  at  Bath,  the 
Wells,  &c.,  hopeless  of  doing  good.  God  knows 
the  sincerity  of  my  heart,  when  I say,  that  (old  as 
I am,  and  weak  as  I am,)  I would  preach  from 
January  to  December  daily,  had  I proper  opportu- 
nities, and  a prospect  of  being  useful. 

“ You  are  certainly  in  a sphere  of  usefulness,  re- 
spected and  heard  with  great  attention.  * * may 
he  an  instance  to  the  contrary.  However,  so  long 
as  he  comes  to  church,  and  sits  under  the  means 
of  grace,  he  may  he  impressed  when  we  least  ex- 
pect it.  We  are  to  guard  against  him,  and  pray 
to  God  for  him.  ‘ Be  wise  as  serpents,’  take 
care  he  does  not  hurt  you ; ‘ but  be  harmless  as 
doves,’  have  no  intention  or  desire  of  hurting  him, 
further  than  the  hurt  such  a slanderer  may  receive 
by  our  just  and  necessary  defence  of  ourselves. 
This  is  truly  Christian  conduct.  People  may  dis- 
regard us,  and  calumniate  us  as  ^Ministers,  but  let 
us  do  our  duty  and  be  faithful  to  God  amidst  a 
generation  of  unkind  and  faithless  men.  Remem- 
ber what  Milton  says  of  Abdiel  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  fifth  book  of  his  Paradise  Lost ; — 

‘Among  the  fkilhless  fkitlif'ul  only  lie; 

Among  innumerable  false  unmov'd. 

Unshaken,  unseduc’d,  unterrify'd, 
ills  loyalty  he  kept,  his  love,  his  zeal ; 
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Nor  number,  nor  example  with  him  wrought 
To  swen'e  from  truth,  or  change  liis  constant  mind. 
Though  single.’ 

“ I lately  preached  on  this  text,  ‘ Be  ye  steadfast, 
unmoveahle,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord,  knowing  that  your  labour  is  not  in  vain  in 
the  Lord*.’ 

“ What  a pitiable  object  must  Mr.  * * be ! old, 
paralytic,  and  a stranger,  I fear,  to  the  only  con- 
solations he  can  have,  the  consolations  of  the 
Gospel. 

‘ See  how  the  world  its  veterans  rewards.  ’ 

“Not  so  our  Master.  When  the  true  Christian 
dies,  he  properly  begins  to  live.  How  different 
the  serene  and  peaceful  end  of  your  aged  relation, 
in  whose  death  there  was  every  circumstance  to 
reconcile  her  friends  to  it.  God  grant  that  ‘ our 
last  end  may  be  like  hers  “ ! ’ 

“ I had  a letter  to-day  from  Mr.  Orton,  who  has 
been  very  ill,  and  is  breaking  up  apace.  ‘ I have,’ 
says  he,  ‘ too  much  fear  and  anxiety  about  the 
great  remove  ; a weak  faith,  a wavering  hope,  and 
many  painful  doubts.  Give  me  the  kind  assistance 
of  your  prayers.  I want  much  to  know  whether 
this  uncomfortable  state  arises  solely  from  shat- 
tered nerves,  or  solely  from  a bad  state  of  mind, 
or  from  a mixture  of  both.  Pray  that  God  would 

‘ 1 Cor.  XV.  58.  * Numb,  xxiii.  10. 
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shew  me  this  by  some  convincing  evidence,  for  my 
doubts  are  sometimes  exquisitely  painful,  especially 
of  late,  as  my  flesh  and  spirits  have  been  dechning, 
and  I could  not  but  appi’ehend  I was  near  the  end 
of  my  pilgrimage.’  From  this  extract  you  will 
perceive  it  is  a great  and  most  awful  thing  to  die. 
In  the  same  letter  he  writes,  ‘ I am  much  pleased 
with  Mr.  Fletcher’s  tracts  against  the  Antinomians, 
which  I have  been  reading ; though  I wish  he  was 
not  so  prolix.’  But  controversy  does  not  suit  my 
taste.  There  are  but  two  classes,  the  children  of 
God,  and  the  children  of  the  devil.  To  which  of 
these  do  we  belong,  is  the  important  question. 
No  matter  whether  Protestant  or  Catholic,  Church- 
man or  Dissenter,  Calvinist  or  Arminian.  Do  you 
grow  in  grace  ? Are  you  a man  of  prayer  } Do 
you  fear  God  } Do  you  love  Christ  } Are  you 
convinced  of  the  necessity  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
purify  vour  corrupt  nature } Do  jmu  watch  as 
well  as  pray  ? These  are  fundamental  questions, 
clear  of  all  controversy,  level  to  every  man’s  ap- 
prehension. Lord,  direct  us  in  the  right  way 
amitlst  all  this  confusion  and  variety  of  opinions  ! 
‘I  am  the  Wav,  the  Truth,  and  the  Life'',’  says 
Christ.  And  yet  how  few  are  agreed  about  either 
the  way,  or  the  truth,  or  consider  Him  as  their 
life.  However,  I content  myself  in  generals,  with- 


'■  St.  John  xiv.  6. 
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out  entering  into  particulars.  It  is  sufficient  for 
me  to  know,  that  there  is  a God,  a Saviour,  and  a 
Sanctifier;  a pardon  for  sin,  a resurrection,  and 
an  immortality  of  bhss.  These  things  are  clear. 
God  grant  we  may  make  a proper  and  com- 
fortable use  of  them,  and  not  dabble  in  contro- 
versy, till  we  renounce  all  principle  and  all  Reli- 
gion. 

“ You  are  happy  to  be  out  of  the  way  of  temp- 
tation. ‘ Lead  us  not  into  temptation,’  is  a most 
necessarv  petition  every  where,  especially  in  great 
cities.  I am  sure  / find  it  so.  ‘ Dehver  us  from 
evil the  evil  of  sin,  the  evil  of  hell,  the  evil  of 
disease,  the  evil  of  an  accusing  conscience;  from  our 
evil  selves,  from  evil  men,  and  from  the  evil  one, 
that  great  and  wily  tempter.  And  yet  how  many 
lead  themselves  into  temptation,  and  plunge  them- 
selves into  evil,  while  they  pronounce  the  words, 
(as  a mere  matter  of  form,)  ‘ Lead  us  not  into 
temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil.’ 

“ I hope  your  sister  is  well,  and  that  she  will  in 
time  reconcile  herself  to  Cheverel,  which  must 
doubtless  after  first  coming  to  it  be  dull  to  her. 
But  time  is  a kind  friend  in  mitigating  our  sorrows 
of  every  kind.  I shall  be  glad  to  have  her  take  in 
good  part  my  well-intended  admonitions  and  reli- 
gious hints,  and  that  both  you  and  she  will  parti- 
cularly remember  what  1 have  said  in  my  Spb'itual 
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Directions,  page  1 0 aud  23  I was  up  yesterday 
and  to-day  a little  after  five  o’clock  ; — were  you  ? 
Bad  customs  contracted  in  youth,  end  not  but 
with  life  : on  the  contrary,  good  customs  prevail 
to  the  last.  Dr.  Doddridge,  winter  and  summer, 
rose  at  five  : and  he  made  rising  an  act  of  devotion 
in  a short  hymn,  a part  of  which  I shall  here 
transcribe,  recommending  it  to  you  and  your  sister 
to  get  by  heart. 

‘ Awake,  my  soul,  and  meet  the  day  ; 

Unfold  thy  drowsy  eyes. 

And  burst  the  pond’rou.s  chain  that  loads 

Tliine  active  faculties. 

« “ Let  me  jirevail  on  all  my  Renders  to  rise  early,  for  the  pillow 
is  a treacherous  counsellor,  and  time  is  too  precious  to  be  lost  in 
an  iinnecessur.y  induilpcence,  which  may  in  many  circumstances 
be  more  sinful  than  the  generality  of  us  are  aware;  for  if  they 
cannot  comply  with  so  small  an  instance  of  self-denial,  how  can  they 
be  expected  to  comjily  with  others  which  may  be  more  difficult? 
Only  con.sidcr  how  greatly  the  gain  of  an  hour  or  two  every  day 
from  sloth  and  insensibility  really  adds  to  the  term  of  your  life,  as 
well  as  conduces  to  the  preservation  of  your  health.  For  in  effect 
he  can  scarcely  be  said  to  live,  who  has  no  sense  of  his  being,  nor 
use  of  his  faculties  ; and  the  habit  of  more  or  less  indulgence  is 
known  to  make  an  astonishing  difference  in  these  last,  when  we  are 
awake,  and  cajiable  of  using  them.” — “ You  must  likewise  redeem 
time.  Remember,  time  is  precious,  and  if  lost,  is  irrecoverable.  Every 
friend  and  every  thing  will  be  apt  to  be  stealing  this  from  you  ; it 
behoves  you  therefore  to  be  very  careful  of  it : that  you  juay  be  so, 
a.'sk  yourself  every  jnorning  soon  after  you  rise,  the  following  ques- 
tions, and  make  memorandums  accordingly.  (1.)  What  business 
have  I to  do  this  day,  and  in  what  orrler?  (2.)  Wliat  opportunitie.s 
can  I thi.s  day  contrive  for  doing  good  to  others,  or  for  improving 
myself?  (3.)  What  temjitations  am  I likely  to  encounter,  and  in 
what  instances  have  I lately  failed  ? Uomember,  punctuality  is  the 
very  life  of  basiness;  and  though,  strictly  speaking,  not  a virtue,  yet 
from  its  great  use  vi’ry  nearly  allied  to  one,  and  sure  I am  that  most 
of  the  incoiiveniencies  in  life  arise  from  the  breach  of  it.”  (j)p.  13,31. 
ed.  1822.) 
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‘God's  guardian-sliielcl  was  round  me  spread 
In  my  defenceless  sleep  : 

Let  Him  have  all  my  waking  hours, 

Who  doth  my  slumbers  keep. 

‘ I for  this  hour  must  give  account 
Before  God’s  awful  throne  ; 

Let  not  this  hour  neglected  pass, 

As  thousands  more  have  done. 

‘ Pardon,  O God,  my  former  sloth. 

And  arm  my'  soul  with  grace  : 

As,  rising  now,  I seal  my  vows 
To  prosecute  Thy  ways.’ 

With  these  words  he  sprang  out  of  bed'* 

“ P.S.  Stitch  a few  leaves  together,  and  call  it 
the  ‘ Parish  Memorandum-book,’  and  set  down  in  it 
any  little  transactions  as  they  occur.  For  instance: 
gave  one  of  the  Bibles  to  *,  a Common  Prayer 
Book  to  * Stanhope’s  Meditations  to  *,  lent 
Wilson  On  the  Sacrament  to  *,  S’s  house  to  he 
thatched,  * the  schoolmaster  to  be  called  upon, 
get  more  young  people  to  he  instructed  in  the 
Sacrament,  &c.  In  short,  keep  a kind  of  a paro- 
chial diary  in  the  above  manner ; then  I see  at 
once  on  mv  return  the  state  of  my  parish,  and 
nothing  will  be  omitted  or  forgotten.” 

(‘t.) 

■1  See  also  Bp.  Kcnn’s  Mornitiy  Hymn.  [Note  by  Stedman.] 
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LETTEU  7.  TO  THE  UEV,  THO-^IAS  STED>LVN. 

“ August  27,  1772. 

“ I am  heartily  glad  to  hear  that  your 

audiences  keep  up,  and  still  more  so  that  you  go  from 
house  to  house,  and  meet  with  much  respect  and  af- 
fection. Indeed,  Mr.  * *,  who  was  here  lately,  told 
me  you  were  much  beloved  by  all  the  people.  Let 
this  counterbalance  that  thorn  in  yoim  flesh  * *. 
Nothing  like  visiting  the  parishioners  with  a view 
to  their  religious  concerns,  where  such  visits  are 
acceptable.  You  did  well  in  lending  Mrs.  * * 
Orton  On  Eternity.  If  she  objects  to  what  you  say, 
in  order  to  convince  her  of  the  corruption  of  her 
nature,  and  errors  of  her  past  life,  refer  her  to 
passages  in  the  Liturgy  and  the  Scriptures,  and 
endeavour  to  get  her  to  pray,  that  she  may  have 
her  eyes  opened  to  see  the  evil  and  danger  of  sin. 
Such  passages  from  the  Liturgy,  as,  ‘ There  is  no 
health  in  us.  Have  mercy  upon  us  miserable 
offenders ! O God,  the  Father,  of  heaven,  have 
mercy  upon  us  miserable  sinners  !’  &c.  And  from 
the  Scriptures,  ‘ Enter  not  into  judgment  with 
Thy  servant,  O Lord,  for  in  Thy  sight  shall  no 
man  living  be  justified^.’  ‘ Create  in  me  a clean 
heart,  O God,  and  renew  a right  spirit  within 
me*^!’  &c.  She  cannot  say  these  are  your  words  : 
and  comment  on  such  passages.  Shew  her  the 

* Psalm  li  10. 


* Psalm  cxliii.  2. 
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extent  and  spirituality  of  the  divine  commands, 
accordiner  to  Christ’s  own  comment  on  them  in 
the  fifth  chapter  of  Matthew.  But  I hardly  expect 
you  will  do  her  any  good.  Old  trees  will  not 
bend,  young  twigs  may  be  formed  to  your  pur- 
poses. 

“As  to  the  affair  you  speak  of, — my  well-weighed 
advice  is,  to  take  no  notice  of  sucli  affronts : leave 
that  to  others.  Remember  and  imitate  Dean 
Tucker’s  conduct  at  a violent  election  at  B'^.  Ilis 
parish  told  him,  if  he  voted  against  the  vestry, 
thev  would  not  collect  him  a shilling  : his  answer 
was  noble,  and  spoken  very  calmly,  ‘ Gentlemen, 
do  whatever  is  right  in  your  own  eyes  ; I shall  cer- 
tainly vote  for  Lord  C.,  consequently  against  you; 
and  1 shall  certainly  do  my  duty  to  you  as  your 
Minister,  whether  you  collect  for  me  or  not.  If 
you  can  answer  that  in  your  own  consciences,  I 
am  satisfied  ; sure  I am,  my  conscience  shall  never 
reproach  me  for  my  conduct  towards  you,  and  1 
should  be  very  sorry  (for  your  own  sakes,)  that 
yours  should  ever  reproach  you  for  your  conduct 
towards  me.’  This  manly,  honest,  and  disin- 
terested behaviour  so  awed  and  overcame  them, 
that  his  collection  never  lessened. — Go  on  doimr 
your  duty  as  you  have  begun,  and  leave  the  rest 


g Probably  Bristol;  where  he  was  Rector  of  the  Parish  of  Si. 
Stephen. 
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to  Providence.  ‘ When  a man’s  ways  please  the 
Lord,  He  often  makes  (unexpectedly  makes,) 
even  his  enemies  to  be  at  peace  with  him 
If  you  appear  hurt,  * * triumphs ; if  you 
court  his  favour,  he  grows  more  insolent.  Be 
barely  civil : seem  to  know  nothing,  and  keep 
yourself  to  yourself. 

‘‘The  following  is  a short  prayer  I sometimes 
make  use  of : — ‘ Let  us  ever  be  prepared  to  bear 
any  disappointments  we  may  meet  with  in  our  ex- 
pectations and  endeavours,  with  such  a temper  as 
becometh  those  who  believe  in  Thee,  and  who 
regard  Thy  hand  in  all  things  ; submitting  without 
murmuring  to  Thy  holy  will,  and  accounting  what 
Thou  art  pleased  to  appoint  the  fittest  and  best  for 
us.  And  while  we  make  it  our  study  to  do  our 
duty  with  sincerity  and  diligence,  let  us  ever  with 
peaceful  minds  and  full  resignation,  leave  all 
issues  and  events  to  Thy  disposal.’- — Meditate  on 
the  text  you  mention,  ‘ Be  satisfied  from  your- 
self b’ 

‘ One  self-approving  hour  whole  years  outweighs 
Of  stupid  starers,  and  of  loud  huzzas.’ — Pope-). 

“ God  blesses  the  use  of  six  means,  viz.  prayer, 
reading  the  Scriptures,  meditation,  examination, 
spiritual  conversation,  and  public  worship.  You 
know  not  what  good  you  may  do,  even  after  you 

* Prov.  xiv.  14.  1 Essay  on  Matiy  Ep.  iv. 


*'  Prov.  xvi.  7. 
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are  dead,  by  your  preaching  and  conversation.  I 
have  reaped  benefit  this  year  from  things  which 
Dr.  Doddridge  said  to  me  thirty  years  ago ; which 
have  lately  come  into  my  mind  with  the  strongest 
conviction  of  their  propriety  and  usefulness.  No 
man  knows  which  of  his  sermons  will  or  will  not 
do  good ; it  is  his  business  to  preach,  preaching 
being  a divine  ordinance.  What  the  world  says  or 
thinks  is  (and  ought  to  be  in  a Minister’s  esteem,) 
of  no  consequence ; he  is  to  go  on  doing  his  duty. 

“ I know  such  enthusiasts  as  * * * set  prudence 
at  defiance,  calling  it  (as  one  of  them  has  done,) 
‘ a rascally  virtue.’  No  matter  for  that;  a Chris- 
tian Minister  without  it,  ill  deserves  the  name  of  a 
Christian  Minister ; and  is  a bad  imitator  of  his 
blessed  Master,  Whose  every  word  was  prudent. 
See  all  His  answers  to  the  ensnaring  questions  of 
his  enemies. — I am  an  open  man  : I never  ‘ hint  a 
fault,  or  hesitate  a dislike'*,’  but  come  to  the  point 
openly,  as  a true  friend.  If  a man  says  painful  and 
disagreeable  things  to  you,  depend  on  it  he  is  your 
friend,  else  he  would  prophesy  smooth  things,  and 
not  care  what  became  of  you.  Remember  the 
Berkshire  proverb  : — 

‘ Trust  not  to  any ; 

But  save  the  penny, 

Against  a rainy  day.’ 

Pope's  Prologue  to  his  Satires. 
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If  you  have  any  remaining  doubts,  consult  your 
fidus  Achates,  Mr.  Orton,  on  the  business,  who  is 
a wise  man  and  your  steady  friend.  But  enough 
of  this. 

“ Archbishop  Tillotson  was  an  excellent  man ; 
he  gave  away  the  whole  of  his  revenue  (exclusive 
of  his  necessary  expenses,)  in  charity,  and  died  so 
poor  as  to  leave  his  widow  only  the  profits  arising 
from  the  sale  of  his  Sermons  to  subsist  on  : in 
which  he  was  blameable.  She  should  have  been 
provided  for  by  the  archbishop’. 

“ You  can  use  exercise  enough  without  keeping 
a horse.  Walk  daily,  till  you  are  tired  ; think  how 
many  thousands  keep  no  horses,  and  are  strong 
and  healthy : besides,  you  may  hire  one  at  any 
time 

“1  want  to  be  in  the  Cheverel-nest.  You  have 
too  little  company,  we  too  much.  Such  is  this 
life  ! the  happy  mediocrity  is  scarcely  any  where, 
or  in  any  thing  to  be  found.  Remember  us  kindly 
to  your  sister.  I chide  you  sometimes,  but  it  is 
in  love.  Ubi  multa  nitent,  cSc."’  I commend  you 
both  to  the  blessing,  guidance,  and  protection  of 
the  Ahniglitv  ; and  am.  Yours  sincerelv, 

(5.)  ^ ' J.  S.” 

' Hu  left  nothin};  to  his  family  Init  the  copy  of  liis  postluimous 
seriuous,  which  was  al'terwunls  .-iolil  for  2o00  guineas.  His  Majesty 
therefore  grimted  liis  widow  iu  1695,  au  uiuiuity  of  .i'400  during  her 
natural  life,  and  an  addition  to  it  in  1698,  of  *200  a-yearmore;  both 
which  were  continued  till  her  deatli  iu  1700.  [Xole  by  Stedman.] 

"*  Horace,  De  Arte  Pott.  v.  351. 


1 


LIFE  OF  Sm  JAMES  STOSIIOUSE. 


105 


About  the  year  1772  or  1773"  he  published 
a Tract  entitled : — “ A Short  Explanation  of  the 
Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  agreeable  to  the 
Account  given  of  it  in  the  Church  Catechism  ; with 
suitable  Devotions.  To  which  are  added,  Questions 
and  Directions  relating  to  Confirmation  w’hich 
reached  the  eighth  or  ninth  edition  “ before  his 
death. 

In  1772  his  eldest  son  died  in  India;  and  in  the 
following  year  his  second  daughter,  Mrs.  Talk,  died 
in  the  same  country  P,  on  which  occasion  Mr.  Orton 
wrote  a letter  to  him,  which  was  afterwards  pub- 
lished ; and  Mrs.  Hannah  More  composed  the  fol- 
lowing epitaph  ‘i : — 

“ Epitaph  on  Mrs.  Lucia  Path,  second  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Stonhouse. 

“ What  needs  the  emblem,  what  the  plaintive  strain. 
What,  all  the  art  that  Sculpture  e'er  express’d. 

To  tell  the  treasure  that  these  walls  contain  ? 

Let  those  declare  it  most  who  know  her  best. 

The  melting  pity  she  would  oft  betray 

Shall  be  with  interest  at  her  .shrine  return’d; 

Connubial  love  connubial  tears  repay. 

And  Lucia  lov’d  shall  still  be  Lucia  mourn’d. 

" The  Preface  is  dated  (in  t!ie  edition  of  1822)  “July  15,  1773,” 
but  in  a lelttT  in  Stedman’s  Collection  (p.  49),  dated  “ Aug.  27, 
1772,”  he  says,  “ The  sixth  edition  of  my  Treatise  on  the  Sacra- 
ment is  published  this  day.” 

® Letters y p.  422. 

^ Letters^  ^‘C.  vol.  i.  56:  ii.  61. 

Rev.  Henry  Thompson’s  Ia/s  of  II.  Morey  p.  384, 

P 
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Tliougli  Grief  will  moiini,  and  Friendship  heave  tlie  sigh, 
Though  wounded  Memory  the  fond  tear  will  shed, 

Yet  let  not  fruitless  Sorrow  dim  the  eye ; 

To  teach  the  living,  die  the  sacred  dead. 

Though  clos’d  the  lips,  though  stopp’d  the  tuneful  breath. 
The  silent  clay,  cold  monitress,  shall  teach  ; 

In  all  the  alarming  eloquence  of  death. 

With  double  pathos  to  the  heart  shall  preach ; 

Shall  tell  the  virtuous  maid,  the  faithful  wife, 

If  young  and  fair,  that  }'oung  and  fair  was  she  ; 

Then  close  the  useful  lesson  of  her  life. 

And  tell  them,  what  she  is,  they  soon  must  be.” 

LETTER  8.  TO  THE  REV.  TIIOJLVS  STEDJLVN. 

“Bristol,  Feh.  d,  1773. 

“ Nothing  can  give  me  greater  satisfaction  than 
to  hear  you  commended.  A just  commendation 
is  an  encouragement  to  proceed  amidst  many  dis- 
couragements  

“For  my  own  part  I am  almost  sick  of  preaching, 
considered  merely  as  preaching,  hut  am  determined 
to  persevere  in  doing  my  duty.  On  Sunday  seven- 
night  some  principal  people  from  — , came  to  hear 
me  at  All-Saints.  I preached  from  Luke  xviii. 
22, — ‘ Yet  lackest  thou  one  thing.’  I was  told 
afterwards  that  the  sermon  struck  them,  and  they 
were  full  of  encomiums  upon  it.  But  what  was 
the  consecpience  of  this  approbation  and  applause  ? 
Were  they  edified  hv  it  ? I fear  not.  For  lo  ! on 
the  Sunday  morning  following,  having  been  every 
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night  of  the  preceding  week  at  the  play  and  con- 
cert, they  set  off  for  — , with  their  equipage  and 
all  their  servants.  You  see  I was  (like  the  pro- 
phet Ezekiel,)  ‘ one  who  had  a pleasant  voice*'.’ 
They  would  not  stay  to  hear  me  once  more,  but 
notoriously  profaned  the  Sabbath  by  travelling, 
rather  than  do  it.  How  mortifying  a considera- 
tion ! how  humbling  is  this  to  a serious  preacher ! 
It  shews  we  are  in  ourselves  nothing  without  the 
grace  of  God  to  impress  what  we  say  on  the 
heart.  But  I am  now  an  old  veteran.  I laugh 
at  the  idea  of  popularity,  as  lighter  than  a feather. 
I totally  disregard  it,  and  would  not  give  a straw 
for  the  praise  of  all  the  people  in  the  kingdom, 
further  than  as  it  may  be  conducive  to  make  any 
one  attentive  to  me  in  order  to  their  improvement. 
I was  once,  I own,  fond  of  preaching,  thought  I 
should  do  good,  and  the  praises  I received  were 
grateful  to  me.  Perhaps  I was  sinfully  vain  and 
self-sufficient ; but  God  has  shewed  me  my  impo- 
tence, my  nothingness,  and  that  it  is  He  (not  my 
rules  of  speaking,  received  even  from  Garrick  ^ him- 
self, nor  animated  productions,  which)  must  change 
the  heart.  Let  you  and  I,  therefore,  be  more  and 
more  convinced  of  our  own  insufficiency,  and  apply 
more  frequently  and  fervently  to  God  for  His 
blessing;  and  do  our  duty,  expecting  a reward 

* See  above,  p.  72. 


' Ezek.  xxxiii.  32. 
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hereafter  for  the  mortifications  vve  meet  with  here. 
Many  a Minister’s  heart  has  been  broken  by  the 
ingratitude  of  his  people,  who  is  now  high  in  the 
climes  of  bliss. 

“ I fancy  you  will  see  the  advantage  of  studying 
the  twenty-fourth  page  of  my  Spiritual  Directions, 
and  of  keeping  a memorandum  of  the  business  of 
the  day,  and  the  order  of  doing  it.  For  want  of 
such  a memorandum  formed  in  the  morning,  you 
have  left  behind  you  several  things  you  brought 
with  you  here. 

“ Take  care  of  the  poor  sick  woman  ; and  what- 
ever thou  expendest,  when  I return,  I will  repay 
thee.  Yours  sincerely  and  affectionately, 

(6.)  J.  S.” 

The  following  is  the  passage  in  the  Spiritual 
Directions  referred  to  in  the  preceding  Letter, 
which  inculcates  a lesson  that  is  probably  too 
much  neglected  : — ■ 

“ In  the  affairs  of  this  world,  it  is  of  known  use 
to  make  memorandums  of  the  several  businesses 
to  be  transacted  every  day.  In  our  spiritual  life 
it  would  be  of  no  less  utility  carefully  to  examine 
into  our  minds,  and  imprint  on  them,  what  (if  the 
expression  may  be  allowed  me,)  I would  call  our 
particular  business  with  God,  that  is  to  say,  what 
we  more  especially  and  immediately  want  with 
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God.  For  my  own  part,  it  has  long  been  a 
custom  with  me  to  ask  myself  either  in  my  cham- 
ber, or  as  I ride  or  walk,  ‘ What  business  have  I 
this  day  with  God  ? ’ namely.  What  mercies  have 
I to  acknowledge  ? What  helps  and  assistances 
to  implore  ? What  sins  to  repent  ? &c.  &c.  I 
shall  only  observe,  that  the  great  advantages  of 
such  a habit  will  be  more  readily  felt  than  de- 
scribed. I was  induced  to  mention  this  for  the 
benefit  of  such  sincere  Christians  as  would  be  glad 
of  any  likely  method  to  advance  their  spiritual  im- 
provement, especially  at  such  times  as  they  are 
unavoidably  hindered  from  performing  the  more 
solemn  devotions  of  the  closet.”  (p.  31.) 

In  1773''  he  published  a short  Collection  of 
Prayers  entitled  : — “ Prayers  for  the  use  of  Private 
Persons,  Families,  Children,  and  Servants  which 
was  adopted  by  the  Society  for  Promoting  Chris- 
tian Knowledge ; reached  the  thirteenth  edition 
before  his  death ; and  is  still  retained  in  the  cata- 
logue of  the  Society’s  Publications. 

l-ETTEU  9.  TO  THE  REV.  TIIO.MAS  STED.'MAN. 

24-,  1773. 

“ In  answer  to  Mr.  * * ’s  disputing  letter,  me- 
thinks  I would  write  something  to  this  effect ; — ‘ I 

• The  Preface  is  dated  “ Oct.  177.S,”  in  the  edition  of  1822,  hut 
they  are  referred  to  in  the  following  letter  dated  in  Stedmun’s  Col- 
lection, “Aug.  21,  1773.” 
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am  glad  to  hear  of  any  good  done,  or  likely  to  be 
done  at  — ; but  I am  fully  persuaded,  that  a zeal 
to  do  good  should  always  be  regulated  by  great 
prudence.  It  should  be  a zeal  according  to  know- 
ledge. I desire  to  be  a solid,  consistent  Christian  ; 
and  to  have  what  is  the  only  sure  evidence  of 
being  a Christian,  a love  foi  all  mankind,  and  an 
earnest  desire  to  please  God,  and  keep  His  com- 
mandments. ‘ Christ’  (says  the  Apostle,)  ‘is  the 
Author  of  eternal  salvation  to  them’  (and  to  them 
onhj,)  ‘ who  obey  Him.’  (Heb.  v.  9.)  Every  thing 
else  is  a strife  about  words.  I desire  to  express 
myself  in  the  plainest  terms  in  all  my  religious 
conversation,  as  well  as  in  my  preaching.  As  to 
the  figurative  language  of  Scripture,  such  as  the 
‘ new  birth,’  &c.,  I choose  to  make  use  of  them 
seldom  and  cautiouslv  in  mv  sermons,  beimr  so 
liable  to  be  misunderstood  and  abused.  The  high 
eastern  figures  do  not  suit  our  climate,  how  proper 
soever  in  the  connection  they  stand,  where  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  God  has  placed  them.  We  cannot 
be  too  cautious,  lest  we  give  wrong  touches  to  the 
ark  of  God,  and  do  hurt  where  we  intend  to  do 
good.’ — Write  this,  and  little  besides. 

“ I fear  Mr.  * * will  employ  his  time  and  zcid 
in  preaching  doctrines,  tenets,  words,  and  phrases, 
and  not  solid,  consistent  Christianity ; not  the 
Catechism  properly  explained,  and  Scripture  ra- 
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tioiially  expounded;  but  a bigotted,  narrow  system, 
unintelligible  and  unprofitable.  This,  I know,  is 
called  Religion  : and  others,  who  are  much  wiser 
and  better  than  themselves,  are  treated  as  having 
no  religion  at  all,  though,  at  the  same  time,  all 
worldly  men  say  they  have  too  much,  are  righte- 
ous over-much,  as  has  often  been  said  of  me  and 
others. — I preached  in  the  abbey  at  Bath  not  long 
ago,  where  was  a young  clergyman,  who  behaved 
extremely  indecent,  shewing  all  imaginable  signs 
of  contempt  of  the  preacher.  But  did  this  affect 
me  ? Not  in  the  least.  As  Pope  said,  when  he 
was  abused, 

‘ I wished  the  man  a dinner,  and  sat  still 

Pope  knew  he  could  write  verses,  though  silly 
poets  abused  him.  I knew  my  sermon  to  be  solid, 
and  written  in  no  contemptible  style.  I therefore 
looked  on  the  young  man  as  a silly  being,  not 
worth  my  anger,  though  an  object  of  my  pity. 
Another  clergyman  went  into  — shire,  and  not 
knowing  I was  acquainted  with  the  family  he  was 
visiting,  and  that  a lady  there  was  one  of  my  inti- 
mate friends,  began  abusing  my  doctrine.  But 
the  lady  soon  silenced  him.  So  you  see,  I go 
through  much  evil  report.  But  these  things  do 
not  move  me.  I am  going  out  of  the  world,  and 


“ Prologue  to  /lis  Satirifs. 
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am  sorry  to  leave  it  so  wicked,  and  to  see  those 
who  should  reclaim  it,  so  little  likely  to  do  it. 

‘ Tu  ne  cede  mails,  sed  contra  audentior  ito'V 

is  my  maxim.  ‘ If  this  be  to  be  vile,’  says  David, 
‘ I will  be  viler  stilD.’ 

“ When  I am  dead  and  gone,  you  tvill  probably 
think  of  some  things  I have  said  to  }'ou,  which 
may  now  seem  of  little  importance.  I have  often 
said,  and  I again  repeat  it,  ‘ We  are  to  do  our 
duty.’  No  matter  whether  this  person  or  that 
sneers  at  either  you  or  me.  It  is  my  duty  (as 
Minister  of  Little-Cheverel,)  to  supply  my  parish- 
ioners with  proper  prayers  for  their  usey.  It  is 
your  duty  to  preach  to  them  faithfully,  as  my 
assistant,  and  as  God’s  Minister,  which  you  have 
always  done. — Expect  no  thanks  from  parents  for 
teaching  their  children  their  Catechism.  The  single 
question  I ask  my  heart  is — ‘ W’hat  is  it  my  duty 
to  do  ?’  I answer — ^*to  catechise.’  I am  got  quite 
indifferent  about  thanks,  gratitude,  or  popular  ap- 
plause. I give  myself  little  concern,  whether  I 
have  eighteen  or  eighteen  hundred  hearers, — ex- 
cept for  their  sakes.  I am  to  do  my  duty,  as  Rector 
of  Cheverel,  and  Lecturer  of  Ml-Saints  in  Bristol. 

Virgil,  Aen.  vi.  * 2 Sam.  \'i.  22. 

y He  had  at  ilii.><  time  sent  a numlDor  of  his  book  of  Prayers  for  the 
Use  of  Primte  Persons^  Families^  Children^  atul  Servants^  to  be  distri- 
buted umoug  his  jjarLshiouers.  [Note  by  Stedman.] 
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At  the  Day  of  Judgment,  it  will  not  be  asked,  ‘What 
number  of  hearers  had  you?’  but,  ‘Were  you 
faithful  ? Did  you  do  your  duty  ? ’ I see  so  little 
good  done,  and  mankind  are  so  indifferent  about 
the  concerns  of  Religion,  and  so  keen  after  pleasure 
and  profit,  that  I am  ready  to  despair  of  doing 
good.  Yet  it  is  my  duty  to  exert  myself ; and  I 
do  it,  and  will  do  it.  Act  on  this  principle,  and 
set  your  mind  at  ease.  Nay,  it  is  the  only  prin- 
ciple, which  can  give  ease  and  true  content.  I 
conclude  the  subject  with  this  one  admonition : 
‘ Use  eagle-eyed  prudence,  and  heart-breaking 
perseverance.’  This  was  my  rule  as  a physician, 
and  shall  be  so  as  a divine. 

“Your  text  from  Proverbs  xxix.  1^.  was  a very 
proper  one.  Jeremiah  was  a weeping  prophet, 
and  did  little  good.  Ezekiel  was  a fine  speaker, 
(had  a musical  voice,)  but  did  little  good.  Isaiah 
used  a sublime  style,  yet  made  few  converts. 
Christ  worked  miracles,  and  never  man  spake 
like  Him ; yet,  who  among  the  Scribes,  and  Pha- 
risees, and  great  men,  believed  on  Him,  or  attended 
His  ministry  ?” 

(7.) 

‘ “ He  that,  being  often  reproved,  hardcneth  his  neck,  shall  sud- 
denly be  destroyed,  and  that  without  remedy.” 


a 
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IJCTTER  10.  TO  THE  REV.  THOJLAS  STEDJI.V.N’. 

“ 1774. 

“ Had  you,  when  you  left  Mr.  * *’s  on  Monday 
])olitelv,  but  positively,  declared  you  could  not  re- 
peat your  visit  on  Wednesday,  he  would  have  had 
no  pretence  for  sending  his  horses  for  you.  But 
you  said,  if  I come.  And  if,  after  such  a declara- 
tion, he  had  sent  his  coach  and  six,  and  ten  out- 
riders to  have  escorted  you  over  the  Downs,  you 
would  have  been  justified  in  not  going  without  the 
least  breach  of  politeness — unless,  indeed,  it  can 
be  deemed  unpolite  for  a clergyman  to  act  con- 
sistently, which  I cannot  think  it  is;  though  in- 
deed too  uncommon. — But  enough  of  this  subject. 

“ You  may  give  the  prayers  to  Mrs.  * to  put 
into  her  book ; because  they  may  strike  her 
more  when  detached,  than,  as  they  were  originally 
printed  in  the  Prayer-Book.  You  know  not  what 
good  may  be  done  to  her.  However,  we  are  to 
use  the  means.  Thus  we  do  our  duty.  We  leave 
the  success  to  God.  The  very  next  sermon  you 
preach  may  convince  * *.  The  next  month  * * * 
may  be  ill,  and  God  may  set  home  on  his  heart 
something  you  may  have  said  to  him.  Such  things 
have  been  ; and  mav  be.  Who  shall  limit  God’s 
j)ower  and  grace  "i  Preach  boldly  ; resist  the  devil: 
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be  not  discouraged  : and  when  God  says,  (like 
Jehu®,)  ‘Who  is  on  My  side?  Who?’  let  the 
Rector  of  Cheverel  and  his  Curate,  say  each  for 
himself,  ‘ I,  Lord,  I.’  Let  us  say,  ‘ Here  I am*^,’ 
as  Abraham  said,  when  God  called.  The  indiffer- 
ence shewn  to  your  preaching  by  *,  cannot  do  you 
half  the  harm,  as  the  friendship  of  * * will. 

‘ Cease  from  man,  whose  breath  is  in  his  nostrils, 

for  wherein  is  he  to  be  accounted  of*^  ?’ 

“You  sav  you  are  very  lonely,  and  have  no 
companions.  What  company  have  other  serious 
country  parish  priests  ? — What  company  had 
Christ  Himself? — a parcel  of  fishermen,  and  the 
lowest  of  the  people  : none  of  the  great ; none  of 
the  Pharisees  came  near  Him.  He  went  about 
doing  good, — but  to  whom  ? — to  farmers,  day- 
labourers,  and  the  common  people.  A Nicodemus, 
and  Joseph  of  Arimathea,  are  mentioned,  as  pro- 
digies. The  spirit  of  the  world,  and  the  spirit  of 
Christ,  ever  were,  and  ever  will  be  irreconcileable. 

Yours  sincerely,  J.  S. 

“ P.S.  Thinking  of  you  lately,  I threw  together 
the  following  hints.  Genesis  xii.  2.  ‘Thou  shalt 
be  a blessing.’ — First ; Consider  what  was  re- 
quired of  Abraham,  in  order  to  his  being  entitled 
to  the  promise  made  him  in  the  text. — He  was 
required  to  obey  the  Divine  command,  and  to 

• 2 Kingii  ix.  32,  **  Gun.  xxii.  11,  c Isaiah  ii.  22, 
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leave  his  country,  friends,  &c. — He  was  to  follow 
and  trust  Providence. — He  was  to  act  herein  by 
faith  in  Gon. — He  was  to  consider  himself  as  a 
pilgrim  on  earth,  seeking  a better  country. — 
Secondly : Consider  the  promise  made  to  him  : 
‘ Thou  shalt  be  a blessing.’ — Abraham  was  made 
a blessing  to  his  own  family  : and  a blessing  to 
future  generations. — Thirdly;  By  way  of  improve- 
ment.— How  dreadful  is  it  to  he  a curse  to  others. 
— How  desirable  is  it  to  be  a blessing  to  others. 
How  cheerfully  should  we  give  up  worldly  con- 
siderations and  interests  to  be  thus  useful. — How 
honourable  and  glorious  is  the  character  of  the 
Messiah,  Jesus  Christ;  Wlio  was  such  a bless- 
ing to  the  world,  the  greatest  it  ever  enjoyed.- — I 
hope  this  plan  of  a sermon  will  he  acceptable  to 
you.  God  has  made  you  a blessing  at  Cheverel. 
Consider  w^ell  this  sentence  : — “Nunquam  a turba 
mores,  quos  extuli,  refero.  Inimica  est  multonim 
conversatio 

(8.) 

In  1774e  he  published  a Tract  entitled; — 
“ Hints  from  a Minister  to  his  Curate,  for  the 
Management  of  his  Parish which  reached  a 
second  edition.  It  contains  some  useful  sugges- 
tions on  the  General  Duty  of  a Minister,  on  Preach- 

Sonecji,  Epist.  7.  1. 

e TIio  Preface  is  in  ihc  edition  of  182*2  dated  by  mistake  “ 1744,*' 
instead  of  “ 1 774.” 
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ing,  on  Catechizing,  on  Confirmation,  on  Baptism, 
on  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  on  Sing- 
ing of  Psalms,  on  a Minister’s  own  Example,  on 
Visiting  his  Parishioners  in  General,  on  Secret 
and  Family  Prayer,  on  Reading  the  Scriptures,  on 
Visiting  the  Sick,  and  Miscellaneous  Hints.  In 
the  Preface  he  says : — “ It  may  be  necessaiy  to 
observe  by  way  of  apology  for  the  inaccuracies  and 
egotisms  in  this  piece,  that  it  was  originally  the 
private  letters  of  a Minister  to  his  Curate,  which 
would  never  have  been  published,  had  it  not  been 
at  his  repeated  desire ; to  save  the  trouble  of 
making  transcripts  occasionally  requested  by  inti- 
mate friends,  and  in  hope  that  it  might  be  of  some 
use  to  voung  Clergymen  when  they  first  undertake 
the  care  of  a parish.”  In  the  same  year  (1774)  he 
published  another  little  Tract  entitled,  “ The  Re- 
ligious Instruction  of  Children  recommended,” 
which  was  adopted  by  the  Society  for  Promoting 
Christian  Knowledge,  and  reached  the  fifth  edition 
before  his  death. 

In  the  following  year  (1775)^  his  friend  and 
curate  Mr.  Stedman  left  Cheverel  for  the  small 
living  of  Wormington,  near  Winchcombe,  Glou- 
cestershire s ; but  this  separation  did  not  at  all 
lessen  their  intimacy. 

, Orton’s  Letters,  p.  157. 

t The  present  income  (according  to  the  Clergy  List  of  1841,}  is 
.<143;  the  population  only  73. 
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LETTER  11.  TO  THE  REV.  THO.M.VS  STED3LAN'. 

“ Bristol,  Jan.  4,  1776. 

“ I and  my  whole  family  have  been  very  ill  with 
the  influenza ; and  mj^  only  brother  (after  a few 
days’  confinement,)  died  of  it. 

“ Mr.  Garrick’s  death**  affected  me  much  ; with 
whom  I had  been  long  acquainted,  and  whose 
wondeiful  powers  I so  much  admired.  He  has  left 
Miss  Hannah  More  a legacy,  but  what  I know 
not.  She  is  at  present  with  Mrs.  Garrick,  who 
sent  for  her  to  London  to  be  with  her. 

“ Miss  More’s  last  poem'  has  got  her  great  repu- 
tation; a thousand  of  them  were  sold  in  a fortnight. 
The  second  edition  will  appear  soon.  Her  talents 
are  amazing ; and  yet  she  is  without  pride. 

“ I send  you  what  follows  from  a correspondent  i : 
— ‘Notwithstanding  the  great  sale  and  reputation 
of  Lord  Chesterfield’s  Letters,  it  is  but  lately  that 
I had  time,  or  indeed  inclination  to  peruse  them. 
When  I was  told  that  his  lordship,  as  a part  of 
polite  education,  forbids  his  son  to  laugh,  (for  I 
am  vulgar  enough  to  seek  all  opportunities  to  shew 
that  distinction  between  us  and  brutes,)  I was  not 
so  eager  as  the  rest  of  the  world  to  be  taught 

h There  seems  to  be  some  eonfu.sioii  in  this  Letter,  as  Garrick  dierl 
Jan.  20, 177‘J.  Perhaps  this  paragraph  may  belong  to  auotlier  and 
later  Letter. 

> Probaljly  Sir  Kldrtul  of  (he  Botrei\  first  published  in  1775. 

j In  the  Mem<(ir  of  H.  More  prefixed  to  her  Works  (p.  1 3.)  this  ex- 
tract (with  tlie  verses,)  is  attributed  to  Garrick,  though  it  is  not  in- 
cluded in  his  jmblished  Correspondence.  See  also  II.  I\Iore’s  Life 
and  Corresp.  vol.  i.  p.  78. 
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politeness,  at  the  expense  of  my  pleasure.  How- 
ever, his  Letters  came  in  my  way,  and  by  reading 
them  I have  learnt  what  I hope  soon  to  forget, 
viz.  that  laughter  is  a sure  sign  of  ill-breeding, 
and  that  women  have  no  genius.  Very  luckily  a 
full  answer  to  his  lordship’s  assertion  was  recom- 
mended to  me:  I mean  Miss  H.  More’s  poem, 
I Sir  Eldred  of  the  Bower.  The  real  pleasure  I re- 
ceived in  reading  that,  and  The  Bleeding  Rock,  two 
legendary  tales,  by  the  same  author,  was  to  me  so 
point  blank  against  his  lordship’s  doctrine,  tliat  1 
I could  not  help  shewing  my  gratitude  to  the  lady, 
I and  my  disapprobation  of  the  lord,  in  the  following 
I lines  : — 

‘ Far  from  the  reach  of  mortal  grief, 

Well,  Stanhope,  art  thou  fled  ; 

Nor  could’st  thou.  Lord,  now  gain  belief. 

Though  rising  from  the  dead. 

‘ Thy  wit  a female  champion  braves. 

And  blasts  tby  critic  power  ; 

She  comes ! — And  in  her  hand  she  waves 
Sir  Eldred  of  the  Bower. 

‘ The  victor’s  palm  aloft  she  bears. 

And  sullen  foes  submit ; 

The  laurel  crown  from  man  she  tears. 

And  routs  each  lordly  wit. 

‘ “A  female  work,  if  this  should  prove,” 

Cries  out  tlie  beaten  foe  ; 

“ ’Tis  Pallas  from  the  head  of  Jove 
Complete  from  top  to  toe. 
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With  feeling — elegance,  and  force, 

Unite  their  matchless  power. 

And  prove  that  from  a heavenly  source 
Springs  Eldrcd  of  the  Bower.” 

‘ “ True,” — cries  the  God  of  Verse,  “ ’tis  mine. 
And  now  the  farce  is  o’er. 

To  vex  proud  man,  I wrote  each  line. 

And  gave  them  Hannah  More.”  ’ 


“ Lowman  I knew  personally,  who  was  a Dissent- 
ing Minister  near  London,  and  an  excellent  writer. 
His  Hebrew  Policy  is  well  worth  your  reading,  so  is 
his  Ritual,  and  his  Comment  on  ‘the  Revelation. — 
Merivale’s  Prayers^^  are  admirable ; perhaps  the 
very  best  ever  written.  — My  Important  Truths 
and  Duties^  will  be  taken,  I am  this  day  told,  on 
the  Society’s  list. — Have  you  seen  Fletcher’s  Scrip- 
ture Scales  ? wherein  he  cuts  the  Antinomians 
piecemeal.  He  is  a glorious  fellow  ; but  too  pi'olix 

and  tedious  in  his  writings 

“ P.S.  ‘ Fletcher’s  pieces,’  says  Mr.  Orton,  ‘ tvill 
do  good.’  Speaking  of  his  antagonists,  he  says, 
‘ The  Spirit  of  God  never  teaches  men  to  argue 
childishly,  to  act  irrationally,  nor  to  behave  im- 
morally.’ ” 

(9.) 

^ See  below  p.  232. 

* Here  is  another  reason  for  sn.^peetin^  some  mistake,  ns  the  Pre- 
face to  this  Tract  (in  tlie  edition  of  1822)  is  dated  “ April  15,  1778.'' 
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LETTER  12.  TO  THE  REV.  TIIOJLIS  STEDJLVM. 

"Feb.  1776. 

“ I passed  through  great  difficulties,  on  account 
of  the  snow,  in  getting  to  Longford  Castle,  and 
more  in  returning  home.  My  Lord  died  without 
a murmur,  and  with  great  resignation,  fortitude, 

; and  patience.  I administered  the  Sacrament  to 
him  on  Friday  night ; and  he  died  on  the  Sunday 
following,  at  ten  in  the  morning.  A most  solemn 
1 scene ! Lady  Radnor,  Miss  Duncombe,  (Lord 
I Feversham’s  daughter,)  Lady  Radnor’s  sister.  Lord 
I Folkestone,  and  two  other  of  my  Lord’s  sons,  all 
I received  the  Sacrament  with  him,  kneeling  around 
I the  bed.  I was,  as  you  may  well  suppose,  greatly 
I affected  during  the  administration  of  it.  He  took 
I leave  of  his  wife  and  children,  and  gave  them  all 
advice  on  religious  principles.  Few  such  noble- 
I luen  I lie  died  within  my  arms  ; and  I am  pleased 
' with  the  thought,  that  he  had  a sincere  regard  for 
me 

“ I have  lately  been  employed  in  writing  some 

Immediately  on  Iiis  Lordship’s  death,  Dr.  Stonhou.se  drew  up 
and  caused  to  be  printed  in  the  public  papers  an  account  of  him, 
of  which  the  following  is  the  concluding  sentence : — 

“ In  the  conjugal  relation  his  Lordship  was  indulgent  and  constant ; 
— in  his  parental  affectionate  and  judicious; — us  a member  of 
society,  active  and  benevolent; — as  a peer  of  the  realm,  loyal  and 
independent; — as  a Christian,  uniform  and  exemplary. — Ilis  death 
is  deeply  and  universally  lamented,  and  his  memory  must  be  ever 
revered:  fur  ‘ the  righteous  shall  be  had  in  everlasting  remem- 
brance.’” Psalm  cxii.  6.  {Ijctters^  p.  84.) 

R 
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short  expositions  on  select  passages  of  Scripture, 
and  have  preached  them  at  All- Saints ; which 
have  been  taken  notice  of,  as  more  improving  than 
common  sermons.  I would  on  experience  strongly 
recommend  this  method  to  you.  Choose  some 
interesting  passage : give  the  meaning  of  each 

verse  : then  the  practical  use  of  it : and  conclude 
with  a general  exhortation,  or  spirited  address,  or 
some  striking  inferences.  Much  depends  on  the 
choice  of  passages  to  he  expounded.  You  have 
seen  mv  sermon  on  Peter  on  The  Sea  ".  These 
I now  speak  of  are  exactly  like  that  °.  You  will 
be  pleased  to  hear  that  the  seventh  edition  of  my 
little  Tract  on  the  Sacrament  was  finished  last 
week. 

“On  Sunday  last  I preached  from  Jer.  vi.  8. 
‘ Be  thou  instructed,  O Jerusalem,  lest  My  soul 
depart  from  thee : lest  I make  thee  desolate,  a 
land  not  inhabited.’  I observed,  that  Gon’s  peo- 
ple, even  the  best,  stand  in  need  of  instruction. — 
Notice  was  taken  of  the  amazing  obstinacy  and 
wickedness  of  the  Jews ; hut  that  we  Christians 
are  full  as  wicked. — It  was  shewed  how  unwilling 
God  was  to  give  them  up,  and  to  make  Jerusalem 
desolate,  a land  uninhabited.  But  they  compelled 
Him  to  fulfil  His  threatenings  denounced  against 

" St.  Mntth.  xiv.  2^—33. 

" bcc*  p.  1-7  ; nintsj'rom  a Minister  ^ p.  3 tic. 
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them ; as  they  disregarded  His  prophets,  ordi- 
nances, mercies,  judgments,  &c.,  and  refused  all 
instruction.  This  is  greatly  our  case  : and  we,  like 
them,  if  we  persist  in  our  wickedness,  shall  at 
length  force  God  to  give  us  up. — I endeavoured 
to  make  this  a very  useful  sermon.  The  text  is 
striking.  That  expression  in  it,  ‘ lest  My  soul 
should  depart  from  thee,’  is  very  strong  and 
beautiful : q.  d.  notwithstanding  all  my  affections, 
though  My  soul  is  (as  it  were)  yours,  and  attached 
to  your  interests,  yet  your  ungrateful  behaviour 
will  provoke  Me  to  give  you  up,  and  to  punish 
you ; making  you  no  people,  and  wanderers 
through  the  world. 

“ I entirely  agree  with  Mr.  * *,  and  am  more 
and  more  convinced  that  the  great  reason  why 
preaching  is  of  so  little  service,  (I  mean  even 
evangelical  preaching,)  is,  because  our  hearers  do 
not  pray  for  God’s  blessing : without  which,  all 
the  means  He  has  appointed  will  be  ineffectual. 
Indeed,  the  generality  of  preaching  is  of  such  a 
nature,  as  to  prevent  attention,  and  retention. 
Cold  harangues,  without  any  plan,  divisions,  order, 
or  regularity  ; with  little  or  no  application. — What 
can  the  people  remember  of  such  sermons  ? — 
Mr.  Orton  is  the  best  sermon-writer  I know ; his 
thoughts  and  plans  so  proper  and  natural.  His 
sermon  on  staying  at  home  is  excellent : so  is 
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that  on  Moses’  invitation  to  Hobab — one  of  the 
hestP. 

“ You  write  your  sermons  very  neatly.  But  take 
an  old  man’s  advice. — Write  from  this  day  every 
sermon  in  a large  and  legible  hand,  fit  for  a man 
of  sixty  to  read  : else,  if  you  live,  you  will  have 
all  vour  work  to  do  over  again,  when  you  are  less 
able  to  do  it.  What  did  an  old  clergyman  (Mr. 
Broughton,  of  Redcliff  church  here,)  say  to  me  a 
short  time  before  he  died  ? — ‘ Doctor,’  said  he, 
‘ I once  thought  I should  never  be  old ; and  have 
written  my  sermons  in  so  small  an  hand,  that  I 
cannot  read  them  now  even  with  spectacles.’ 
Verbum  sat  sapienti. 

“ Your  old  hearer,  Mrs.  * * of  is  dving ; 

and  will  scarcely  be  alive  when  you  receive  this. 
I attend  her  as  a divine,  and  pray  daily  with  her. 
She  is  a great  sufferer ; but  is  very  desirous  of 
instruction : patient  and  resigned,  in  continual 
prayer,  and  in  such  a state  as  a Minister  woiffd 
wish  to  have  her.  Her  poor  mother  is  greatly 
distressed,  beiner  her  onlv  child,  and  newlv  mairied; 
but  bears  her  affliction  like  a Cliristian.  She 
thanks  vou  for  vour  kind  remembrance  of  them. 

“ Your  successor  Mr.  * is  not  a man  of  popular 
abilities  ; but  strictly  conscientious,  and  whatever 
he  engages  to  do,  is  punctual  in  doing  it.  My 

P Soe  Orton's  Practuutl  Discoiirses^^  Disc.  20  and  22. 
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Hints  to  a Curate,  he  fulfils  to  the  best  of  his 
abilities ; hut  the  congregations  are  lessened,  as  I 
expected  they  would  be. — I am  heartily  glad  to  find 
that  your  congregations  increase  at  Wormington  ; 
and  hope  it  wfill  please  God  to  bless  your  ministry 
there. — Your  coming  into  that  living  has  in  it 
something  very  remarkable : that  Dr.  * *,  whom 
you  knew  not,  should  come  to  you  to  Cheverel,  to 
make  you  an  offer  of  a parish,  which  you  had 
never  heard  of  before ; and  commissioned  to  do 
this  by  a gentleman  to  whom  you  were  a perfect 
stranger ; is  indeed  very  surprising.  But  various 
are  the  ways  of  Providence ; to  us  unsearchable  : 
and  you  are  always  to  consider  it  as  a remarkable 
Providence,  that  you  are  placed  in  a sphere  of 
usefulness  in  so  singular  a manner.  See  Prov. 
Hi.  5,  6.  ‘1 

“ Remember  what  I said  to  the  man,  who  wanted 
me  to  marry  him,  with  respect  to  the  jjlate,  and 
send  it  to  your  * *.  When  a man  thinks  of  being 
married,  let  him  ask  himself,  what  he  has  got  to 
put  upon  the  plate  for  his  wife’s  breakfast,  dinner, 
and  supper — for  she  must  eat.  Let  him  think 
well  on  these  lines  : — 

‘ She  cannot  feed  thee  with  her  lips  and  face ; 

She  cannot  clothe  thee  with  her  warm  embrace.’  ; 

"I  "Trust  in  the  Lord  with  all  thine  heart;  and  lean  not  unto 
thine  own  understanding.  In  nil  thy  ways  acknowledge  Him, 
and  He  shall  direct  thy  paths.” 
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“ Omnia  vincit.  amor’’.  Amorem  vincit  paupertas. 
A single  man  now-a-days,  with  a small  fortune, 
is  much  better  oft’  than  a married  man  with  a 
tolerably  good  one.  If  he  can  get  — , his  match 
with  Miss  * may  'be  very  proper.  We  must  trust 
Providence  in  some  measure  ; but  prudence  is  to 
he  taken  into  consideration  with  Providence. 
Tempting  God,  and  trusting  Him,  are  widely  dif- 
ferent  

“ I am  glad  you  are  to  preach  the  Visitation 
Sermon  at  Campden ; don’t  be  afi'aid  of  man. 
See  Prov.  xxix.  25,®  Speak  the  truth,  hut  in  love. 
How  shall  reformation  be  brought  about,  hut  by 
convincing  men  of  the  error  of  their  ways } 
Adieu!  Your  assured  friend,  J.  S. 

“ I wish  I had  a rookery  like  yours  at  Worming- 
ton.  Could  I take  Mr.  * ’s  house,  iieai'  Cheverel,  I 
believe  I should  do  it  for  the  sake  of  his  rookery.” 
(10.) 

LETTER  13.  TO  TJIE  REV.  TIIOM.IS  STED5LAN. 

“ 177G. 

“ But  everv  vear  the  world  becomes  less  serious, 
and  less  inclined  to  buy  and  read  religious  books. 
— I wish  the  same  person  ‘ wo\A(\  publish  an  expo- 
sition sermon  or  two,  and  preach  many.  An 

r Virgil,  Erl.  x.  09. 

» “ The*  fViir  of  mini  brinpeth  a simre : but  whoso  putteth  his  trust 
in  the  Loud  .shall  bo  .safo.*' 

' That  is,  Mr.  Stialman  biinself. 
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admirable  subject  for  him  would  be  an  exposition, 
verse  by  verse,  of  the  former  part  of  the  fourth 
chapter  of  Genesis,  to  verse  fifteen  (inclusive)  on 
the  story  of  Cain  and  Abel.  Let  the  eighth  verse 
be  the  text : let  him  give  the  meaning,  and  a 
practical  observation  on  each  verse  ; and  a general 
improvement  of  all  the  verses  at  the  conclusion, 
the  same  as  in  Dr.  Doddridge’s  Family  Expositor. 
It  is  a very  striking  passage  : and  much  may  be 
said  on  vital  Religion,  and  the  customary  offering 
of  prayer  and  sacrifice  from  an  unrenewed  offerer. 
Many  pertinent  reflections  may  be  introduced,  so 
as  to  be  very  instructive,  and  veiy  entertaining, 
and  likely  to  be  long  remembered.  No  sermons 
are  equally  useful  with  expository  sermons.  . . . 

“ I am  glad  you  preached  the  Charity  Sermon 
at  W.,  though  the  collection  did  not  answer  your 
expectations.  You  may  have  done  good.  People 
are  necessitous,  (rich,  as  well  as  poor,)  as  they 
spend  so  much  of  their  incomes  in  dress  and 
luxury,  and  have  little  left  for  charity. 

“ The  Dissenters  are  infatuated : so  says  Mr. 
Orton.  There  never  has  been  before  (nor  probably 
ever  will  be,)  so  good  a king  on  the  throne  of 
Great  Britain  as  the  jirescnt. — Almost  every  one, 
now  it  is  too  late,  owns  the  wisdom  of  the  Dean  of 
Gloucester’s  neglected  scheme  of  an  amicable  sepa- 
ration from  America  at  first.  Had  it  been  adopted. 
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our  honour  would  have  been  saved,  our  treasure, 
our  soldiers,  &c.  Even  now,  says  the  Dean,  the 
sooner  we  part  the  better.  He  is  not  at  all  dis- 
couraged : and  says,  what  dastardly  wretches  we 
are  to  suffer  our  spirits  to  sink,  as  if  we  were  a 

conquered  nation 

“ I have  such  a list  of  my  former  acquaintance  as 
your  letter  speaks  of ; which  I often  look  over ; 
and  think  how  soon  my  own  name  must  be  added 
to  the  list — Fuimus.  On  the  other  side  of  the 
grave  is  the  land  of  the  living : this  is  a kind  of 
death-state. — 1 have  been  too  much  hurried  with 
company,  which  I find  myself  more  and  more 
averse  to ; and  am  more  weaned  from  the  world 
and  all  its  concerns,  which  are  now  of  little  account 
to  me,  anv  further  than  I wish  to  do  anv  little 
good  my  weak  state  permits  me.  ‘ Lord“,  now 
lettest  Thou  Thy  servant  depart  in  peace,’  espe- 
cially after  having  seen  my  much-loved  daughter''. 
The  Bible  is  now  almost  the  only  book  I read  ; 
and  Mr.  Orton’s  Discourses  to  the  Aged,  which  I 
ponder  on  much.  God  bless  and  succeed  all  your 
endeavours  for  His  glory,  and  the  good  of  man- 
kind. Adieu ! 

“ Yours  sincerelv, 

.J.  S.” 

(11.) 

• St.  Luke  ii.  20. 

* Mrs.  Vansittart,  who  had  buou  several  }*ears  iu  India.  [Note 
hy  Stedman.] 
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I.F.TTER  14.  TO  THE  REV.  THOJLVS  STEDJLAX. 

“Bristol,  April,  1777. 


“ The  inclosed  soliloquy  is  wTitten  by  Miss 
Hannah  More*. 

MORNING  SOLILOQUY r. 

‘As  early  rising  is  very  conducive  to  health,  and 
to  the  improvement  of  the  mind  in  knowledge  and 
piety,  this  Soliloquy  is  designed  to  promote  so  im- 
portant an  end ; and  is  recommended  more  parti- 
cularly to  young  persons,  as,  by  contracting  a 
habit  of  rising  early  in  the  days  of  their  youth, 
they  will  be  less  liable  to  depart  from  such  a 
custom  as  they  advance  in  life.  The  last  stanza 
is  expressive  of  the  action  of  rising,  in  order  that 
those  who  repeat  it  may  have  no  excuse  for  not 
I quitting  their  beds  immediately. 

‘ Soft  slumbers  now  mine  eyes  forsake. 

My  powers  are  all  renew’d : 

May  my  freed  spirit  too  awake, 

With  heavenly  strength  endued  ! 

‘ Thou  silent  murd’rer,  Sloth,  no  more 
My  mind  imprison’d  keep  ; 

Nor  let  me  waste  another  hour 
i With  thee,  thou  felon,  Sleep ! 

• Said  by  Mr.  Rolierts  (Life  and  Corresj).  of  fl.  More,  vol.  i.  p. 
4H.)  to  Imvo  hnun  written  at  the  desire  of  Ur.  Stonhou.se. 

y Sec  n'otks,  vol.  vi.  p.  25. 

S 
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‘ Think,  O my  soul,  could  dying  men 
One  lavish’d  hour  retrieve. 

Though  spent  in  tears,  and  pass’d  in  pain. 

What  treasures  would  they  give  ! 

‘ But  seas  of  pearl,  and  mines  of  gold. 

Were  oiler’ d then  in  vain : 

Tlieir  pearl  of  countless  price  is  lost'. 

And  where’s  the  promis’d  gain  ? 

‘ Loud,  when  Thy  day  of  dread  account 
For  squander’d  hours  shall  come. 

Oh  let  not  this  increase  th’  amount. 

And  swell  the  former  sum  ! 

‘ Teach  me  in  health  each  good  to  prize, 

I,  dying,  shall  esteem  ; 

And  every  pleasure  to  despise 
I then  shall  worthless  deem. 

‘ For  all  Thy  wondrous  mercies  past 
My  grateful  voice  I raise. 

While  thus  I quit  the  bed  of  rest 
Creation’s  Loud  to  praise.’ 

“Preach,  live,  and  act  to  the  glory  of  God. 
Pulvis  et  umbra  sumus^.  The  scene  will  soon 
close,  and  that  for  ever.  My  congregations  here 
keep  up,  {sui  generis,)  consisting  of  serious  people, 
without  enthusiasm,  from  all  places  of  worship. 

“ Religion  itself  can  suffer  no  stain  from  the  sad 
conduct  of  Dr.  Dodd‘s.  It  ever  was,  and  ever  will 

* ScHf  St.  IMatth.  xiii.  4G. 

* IToruco,  Oil,  iv.  7.  IG. 

^ Who  was  executed  for  forgery,  June  26,  1777. 
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be,  bright,  reasonable,  and  worthy  of  God  ; how- 
ever inconsistently  its  professors  may  act. 

“ I have  been  collecting  all  the  tracts  of  Mr. 
Fletcher  of  Madeley,  which  are  very  valuable,  and 
deserve  presentation.  His  style  is  too  prohx  ; but 
his  sentiments  are  mine.  He  is  one  of  the 
humblest,  most  consistent,  and  best  Christians  I 
ever  knew. 

“ — I remember  many  transactions  of  my 
I youth,  of  which  I am  now  heartily  ashamed,  and 
i for  which  I am  much  grieved.  You  are  young : 

‘ Felix  quern  faciunt  aliena  pericula  cautuin.’ 

‘When  God’  (says  Job*^,)  ‘writes  bitter  things 
against  us.  He  makes  us  possess  the  iniquities  of 
1 our  youth.’  I begin  to  be  more  and  more  anxious 
I about  my  eternal  concerns,  than  ever.  Considering 
. the  signal  advantages  I have  enjoyed  of  becoming 
’ religious,  particularly  from  the  advice  and  example 
of  Dr.  Doddridge  and  Mr.  Orton,  many  failings 
I and  sins,  of  which  I am  conscious,  must  be  pecu- 
I liarly  heinous  and  aggravated.  Horace  says  : — 

j ‘ Ne  cui  de  te  plus  quam  tibi  credas''.’ 

“ No  matter  what  others  think  of  me.  The  grand 
I question  is,  what  do  I think  of  myself?  People’s 
' saying  I am  good,  does  not  make  me  so.  One 

Epist.  i.  16.  1!). 


' Job  xiii.  26. 
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would  not  willingly  go  tremblingly,  or  even  doubt- 
ingly,  into  the  presence  of  the  Great  Judge.  To 
keep  the  due  medium, — not  to  be  confident,  and 
presume  ; not  to  be  diffident,  and  despair, — is  a 
difficult  point.  But  it  is  better  to  err  on  the  head 
of  caution  and  diffidence,  and  even  fear,  than  con- 
fidence.”  

(12.) 

LETTER  15.  TO  THE  REV.  TII03LVS  STEDJLAN'. 

“ Haldon  Housc°,  near  Exeter,  Aug.  19,  1777. 

“ I have  been  here  three  weeks,  (a  delightful 
situation  !)  and  shall  return  to  Bristol  to-morrow. 
Thanks  for  your  travelling  texth  I shall  meditate 
on  it. 

“It  is  always  a great  pleasure  to  me  to  hear  of 
your  being  well  received  in  your  clerical  capacity ; 
and  ‘ I wish  you  good  luck  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord®.’  ‘ Do  your  duty  in  that  state  of  life,  into 
which  it  shall  please  God  to  caU  you,’  as  you  were 
early  taught  in  your  Catechism,  but  keep  your  ex- 
pectations low.  I fear  some  of  those  warm  ad- 
mirers your  letter  speaks  of,  have  only  had  their 

* The  seat  of  Rohert  Pall:,  Esq.  IM.P.  [Note  by  Stedmau.] 
f “ Wlieii  thou  goest,  it  shall  lead  thee;  when  thou  .«:lee})est,  it 
shall  keep  thee;  and  when  thou  awakest,  it  shall  talk  with  thee.” 
(Prov.  vi.  22.) — Take  with  you  your  liible,  to  furnish  you  with 
subjects  for  meditation  on  3*our  journey ; which  will  be  >*our  guide, 
and  guard,  and  pleasant  companion.  [Note  by  Stedmau.] 

6 Psalm  cxxix.  8. 
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passions  affected  for  the  present ; and  that,  if  you 
should  require  them  to  alter  some  parts  of  their 
former  sinful  conduct,  they  will  be  too  ready  to  say, 
‘This  is  a hard  saying*’,’  and  will  walk  no  more 
with  you.  I shall  be  glad  to  find  myself  mistaken 
in  my  opinion,  and  would  avoid  judging  rashly 
and  severely. — While  I was  at  Cheverel  this 
summer,  I was  requested  to  preach  at  — ; which 
I did  on  a very  alarming  subject.  Your  former 
acquaintance  Mr.  and  Mrs.  * * were  at  church, 
and  commended  the  sermon  to  one  of  my  family, 
inquiring  whether  I should  preach  at  my  own 
church  in  the  afternoon.  Being  answered  in  the 
affirmative,  they  said  they  would  attend.  No 
sooner  had  they  spoke  the  words,  between  — and 
their  own  house,  but  up  comes  young  * * from 
I Devizes,  and  another  person  with  him,  saying  they 
I were  come  to  dine  with  them.  This  put  an  end 
I at  once  to  their  eoming  to  hear  me,  though  it 
' was  the  last  Sunday  I was  to  be  there.  See  what 
i admiration  is  ! It  is  more  or  less  so  with  people 
of  all  ranks  in  this  age  of  thoughtlessness  and 
levity,  except  among  a few  real  Christians.  No 
gentleman  will  dine  half  an  hour  sooner  to  hear 
' the  afternoon  sermon,  be  the  preacher  who  he 
will. — In  short,  people  begin  every  where  to  be 
less  and  less  solicitous  about  preaching,  reading 

^ St.  John  vi.  60. 
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serious  books,  &c.  I see  this  visibly  every  year. 
However,  we  must  die  fighting.  Faint,  yet  pur- 
suing, with  sword  in  hand.” 

(13.) 

In  1778  he  published  a little  Tract  entitled, 
“ The  most  important  Truths  and  Duties  of  Chris- 
tianity stated ; designed  for  those  in  the  Low'er 
Stations  of  Life,  particularly  for  the  Instruction  of 
such  as  cannot  read which  was  adopted  by  the 
Society  for  Promoting  Christian  Knowledge,  and 
reached  the  sixth  or  seventh  edition  before  his 
death  h 

LETTER  16.  TO  THE  REV.  THOSLIS  STEDJLVN. 

“Little  Ciieverel,  1778. 

“ Most  willingly  would  I have  sent  you  the  ser- 
mon you  desire,  had  I not  destroyed  it  soon  after  I 
preached  it;  thinking  I could  never  have  any  more 
occasion  for  it.  I wrote  it  to  preach  on  a Feast 
Sunday  here  ; and  to  the  best  of  my  remembrance 
the  purport  of  it  was  as  follows  : — These  wakes 
were  feasts  held  in  commemoration  of  the  Saint,  to 
whom  the  church  was  dedicated,  at  its  consecra- 
tion, The  reason  of  this  dedication  to  some  par- 
ticular Saint,  was,  that  the  parishioners  might  be 
induced  to  recollect  frequently  this  eminent  ser- 
vant of  God,  to  cidtivate  the  Christian  graces 

‘ LelterSj  p.  *123. 
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which  shone  forth  in  him,  and  to  follow  his  ex- 
ample ; praying  for  grace  to  follow  the  example 
j of  all  God’s  servants  departed  this  life  in  His  faith 
li  and  fear.  Seeing  our  church  every  time  we  pass 
i it,  as  dedicated  to  St.  Peter,  that  Apostle’s  repent- 
ance, zeal,  &c.,  should  be  recollected  by  us. 

“ I observed,  that  persons  came  formerly  (espe- 
cially friends  and  relations,)  to  spend  the  wake  in 
i extraordinary  religious  acts : some  endowing  the 
church  at  that  time  with  particular  portions  of 
land  : the  widting,  which  conveyed  this  land,  was 
offered  to  God  at  the  altar  by  the  donor  on  his 
: knees,  and  the  Priest  prayed  for  God’s  blessing  on 
him.  As  Solomon’s  temple  was  dedicated  to  God 
by  extraordinary  acts  of  devotion  ; so  these  annual 
, meetings  were  always  observed  in  like  manner. 
One  end  of  these  feasts  was  to  refresh  strangers, 
the  religious  poor,  relations,  and  others.  Extra- 
i ordinary  hymns  were  sung,  sermons  preached,  and 
prayers  offered  up  to  God,  alms  given  to  the  poor; 
and  sometimes  being  continued  till  veiy  late  at 
night,  w'ere  called  wakes  or  vigils.  In  short,  it 
^ was  a religious  festival  for  improvement  and 
moderate  refreshment ; but  now  abused  to  intem- 
perance, riot,  &c.,  and  the  whole  perverted. 

“ In  the  conclusion  of  the  sermon,  I took  notice 
of  the  perversion  of  such  good  purposes ; and 
warned  my  hearers  against  intemperance  : adding. 
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that  still  good  people  may,  if  so  disposed,  malce  a 
proper  use  of  these  customs,  not  absenting  them- 
selves from  church  either  morning  or  evening, 
and  exhorting  one  another  to  edification.  For- 
merly, a Christian,  who  had  doubts,  or  wanted 
information,  would  say,  ‘ At  such  a wake  I shall 
meet  with  experienced  Christians,  from  whom  I 
shall  get  knowledge,  and  receive  encouragement.’ 
I observed,  that  hospitality  is  no  crime,  but  the 
abuse  of  it : and  spake  strongly  against  irreligious 
and  idle  visiting  on  a Sunday,  which  w'akes  were 
never  designed  originally  to  promote. — I shall  be 
glad  to  have  these  hints  of  any  service  to  you,  and 

am  now  sorry  I burnt  the  sermon 

“Our  Bishop  has  thanked  me  for  my  little  tract, 
lately  published He  told  me,  he  liked  it  much, 
and  thinks  it  well  calculated  to  do  good.  He  has 
likewise  spoken  well  of  it  (I  hear,)  to  some  of  the 
Clergv.  The  manner  of  putting  the  texts  in  the 
notes,  he  much  approves  of.  The  fourth  edition 
(■2000)  is  now  in  the  press,  and  will  be  published 
next  week ; four  hundred  of  which  are  bespoke. 
It  has  had  a much  greater  sale  than  I ever  ex- 
pected; above  eleven  hundred  of  them  have  already 
been  sold.  1 shall  be  glad  to  have  my  friends 
recommend  it  in  order  to  do  good,  which  is  my 
sole  end  of  publication 

The  most  Importunt  Truths^  ifcc. 
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“ If  you  were  asked  to  preach  at  B.  why  did  you 
not  ? Your  declining  it  was  wrong.  Preach  when 
you  can.  Praedicafortiter:  aliquid  adhaerebit . I 
am  almost  disabled,  and  can  bear  no  fatigue.  I 
I now  repent  the  many  times  I refused  preaching  ; ‘ 

I fearing  lest  people  should  think  me  conceited  and 
vain.  But  what  had  I to  do  with  thew  thoughts  ? 
Was  I their  servant,  or  God’s  ? I should  have 
said  to  them,  ‘ Wist  ye  not  that  I must  be  about 
my  Master’s  business'?’  Was  I accountable  to 
them,  or  to  God  ? Work  while  you  are  young  : I 
wish  to  do  it.  Old  age  will  be  stealing  upon  you 
by  imperceptible  degrees,  when  you  will  not  be 
able  to  exert  yourself.  The  time  is  almost  past 
with  me;  non  sum  qualis  fueram™ ; and  infirmities, 
old  age,  and  death  await  me.  However,  I am 
thankful  that  I am  not  quite  useless  ; and  rejoice 
i in  the  thought,  that  God  will  raise  up  others  to 
I proclaim  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  by  Jesus 
1 Christ  to  all  who  truly  turn  to  Him  ; and  in  this 
thought  I am  comforted. 

' “ I am  taking  pains  with  aU  my  parishioners 

I who  cannot  read : and,  as  I am  soon  to  preach 
the  Visitation  Sermon,  will  recommend  all  such,  as 
1 objects  of  compassion,  to  the  particular  attention 
■ of  my  brethren  the  Clergy. 

“ Dr.  * * is  remarkably  punctual  to  eveiy  form  ; 

‘ St.  Lukp  ii.  19.  ">  Horace,  Oil.  iv.  1.  3. 
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but  he  likes  nothing  beyond  this  : and,  though  he 
has  a great  regard  for  me,  (as  I have  for  him,)  he 
looks  on  me  as  a speckled  bird,  not  as  a Methodist, 
but  as  righteous  over-much. — I think  you  judge 
rightly  in  breaking  oft’  all  acquaintance  with  Mr. 
* *.  But,  do  what  you  will,  if  you  preach  in 
earnest,  as  one  desirous  to  save  souls,  you  cannot 
escape  being  branded  as  a Methodist.  At  least,  / 
cannot ; who  have  no  sort  of  connection,  or  ac- 
quaintance with  them". — I see  more  and  more  of 
the  opposition  of  the  — to  serious  preaching  and 
vital  Religion  : as  Pope  says, 

‘Content  in  decencies  to  dwell.' 

“I  am  very  happy  in  my  country  retirement,  and 
hope  useful  to  my  parishioners.  What  Mr.  * * * 
calls  the  dulness  of  Cheverel,  that  is  to  7ne  the 
luxury  of  enjoyment.  I dread  nothing  so  much 
as  company  and  interruption ; especially,  as  I 
grow  older,  more  infirm,  and  better  know  the  use 
and  importance  of  time.” 

(14.) 

I.BTTEH  17.  TO  THE  REV.  TllOJLLS  .STlCnSLVN. 

“ 177S. 

“ I am  exceedingly  deliglited  witli,  and  I hope 
profited  by,  Mr.  Orton’s  Sacramental  Meditations ; 

« ^ ct  for  such  jiious  and  acfivn  nuMi,  ns  Mr.  M'esley,  Mr.  Flelclier, 
&c.,  he  Jmd  a gruitt  re.sjieet.  [*\ote  by  Stedmun,] 
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which  I have  read  a second  time,  and  I hope  not 
for  the  last  time.  Miss  Hannah  More  esteems 

them  much° I recommend  them  to  our 

Church  people  to  take  with  them  to  the  Sacra- 
ment, to  read  in  their  pews  before  and  after  that 
Ordinance  ; as  preferable  to  those  books  on  the 
Sacrament  in  common  use  ; which  are  some  of 
them  very  injudicious. 

“ The  more  I think  on  Mr.  Orton,  Dr.  Doddridge, 
and  men  of  that  stamp,  the  more  I approve  their 
writings,  and  manner  of  propagating  Religion.  No 
flights  of  enthusiasm,  no  peculiar  phrases,  no  in- 
decent warmth,  no  want  of  regular  and  digested 
plans.  The  Dean  of  Gloucester  in  a letter  to  me, 
speaking  of  Mr.  Orton’s  sermons,  says  : — ‘ I do 
not  know  that  I ever  found  such  warm  Christian 
piety,  and  so  much  of  the  cool  reasonableness  of 
Religion  mixed  and  blended  together  in  any  writ- 


« In  a Ifitter  to  Dr.  Stonhoose,  she  writes  thus  : — “ I am  more  and 
more  pleased  with  Mr.  Orton’s  I^Ieditations.  1 ])urticulurly  like  tin* 
addresses  or  petitions,  which  he  puts  into  the  months  ofindividuals, 
and  which  are  marked  by  an  inverted  comma  in  the  margin.  Nay, 
I have  been  sometimes  tcimpted  to  imagine,  that,  if  a larger  part  ol‘ 
it  had  been  put  more  in  the  person  of  the  reader,  than  of  the  writer, 
it  would  have  been  more  striking.  I think  a meditation  shoultl 
differ  from  a sermon  in  thi.s  jmrticiilar,  that  whereas  the  latter  is  the 
address  of  the  preacher  to  the  hearers,  in  the  former,  the  aiitlior 
should,  as  it  were,  keep  himself  out  of  sight,  and  the  matter  be  put  in 
the  form  uf  a soliloquy  between  the  reader,  who  is  coinnuining  with 
God,  and  his  own  soul.  Perhaps,  iny  remark  is  impertinent ; but  1 
am  in  the  habit  of  writing  to  you  my  thoughts  us  they  occur,  with- 
out the  trouble  or  the  art  of  dressing  them  up.  It  is  a delightful 
book,  full  of  solid  sense  and  rational  piety.”  [Note  by  Stedman.] 
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ings,  as  Mr.  Orton’s.’ — When  I consider  what 
Mr.  * *,  and  other  Dissenters  say  of  his  writings, 
as  being  too  strict,  I am  more  and  more  confirmed 
in  my  opinion  of  their  excellency,  and  of  the 
decline  of  Religion  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  make 
the  objection.  I see  nothing  in  him  too  strict. 
Can  men  love  Gon,  and  serve  His  cause  too 
much  ? Read  frequently  his  excellent  preface  to 
his  Religious  Exercises.  ‘ Let  these  Discourses,’ 
said  he,  ‘ be  tried  by  the  Word  of  God,  &c.p,’  and 
not  by  modern  Dissenting  Ministers,  and  other 
fashionable  Dissenters.  They  are  degenerated : 
he  consistent,  and  one  of  the  true  sterling  Gospel 
Ministers.  Perhaps  it  might  have  been  more 
prudent  in  him  not  to  have  published  his  sermon 
against  play-houses'! ; but  let  them  who  find  fault 
with  it,  answer  it  in  print.  I openly  declare 
Mr.  Orton’s  sermons  to  be  some  of  the  best  in  the 
English  language  ; suitable  to  the  highest,  as  well 
as  to  the  lowest  audience ; and  never  will  I mince 

I’  “ I have'only  to  desire  that  these  Discourses  may  be  tried  by 
the  Word  of  God  ; and  if  any  thing  be  urged  in  them  which  is  not 
expressly  required  there,  or  may  not  by  fair  consequence  be  deduced 
from  it,  and  therefore  is  in  effect  required,  the  Header  is  at  liberty 
to  reject  it.  Otlierwise  let  him  take  heed  how  he  reject  it,  lest  he 
be  fonud  despising,  not  man,  but  God.  By  this  Word  we  are  all  to 
he  judged  at  last,  and  uot  by  the  fashions  and  manners  of  the  age. 
May  we  all  therefore  pay  a becoming  regard  to  it,  and  to  those 
duties  owing  to  the  blessed  God  which  it  conumuideth  ; for  ‘ to  love 
Him  witli  all  ojir  heart,  and  all  our  soul,  and  all  our  mind,  Rud  all 
our  strength,  is  the  ffrst  and  great  commandment.’  (St.  Mark  xii. 
JO.)” 

1 PrmtKul  Dtscourses,  Disc.  35. 
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the  matter  for  any  polite  company  whatever,  who 
may  find  fault  with  him'".  The  fault,  I fear,  is  in 
their  own  hearts,  not  in  his  writings.  Let  us  who 
are  Ministers,  ‘ set  our  faces  as  flmts® and  never 
budge  an  inch  to  please  gainsayers.  I fancy 
Mr.  * * thinks  me  and  my  writings  too  much  in 
earnest.  But  be  it  so.  I am  now  pretty  near  the 
end  of  my  race ; and  I will  not  flag  at  last,  Deo 
adjuvante. 

“Who  will  pay  your  expenses  to  — , where  you 
are  invited  to  preach  ? Do  what  good  you  can ; 
but  with  as  little  expense  as  possible,  till  you  can 
[ better  afford  it.  Remember  Lord  Chancellor 
Hardwicke’s  rule,  on  his  being  called  stingy,  be- 
cause he  did  not  give  so  large  a sum  to  a charity, 
as  was  expected  : — ‘ Be  just,  before  you  are  gene- 
rous." That  great  man  was  truly  generous,  for  he 
paid  all  his  debts ; and  consequently  what  he  gave 
was  out  of  his  own  stock,  and  not  out  of  trades- 
men’s, to  whom  he  was  indebted.  * * * 
called  generous.  No  such  thing  ! He  was  unjust. 
The  money  he  gave  was  his  tradesmen’s,  not  his. 
Let  a man  be  just  to  others,  and  consistently  with 

this,  let  him  do  all  the  good  he  can.” 

(15.) 


f See  above  p.  123. 


• Isaiah  1.  7. 
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LETTER  18.  TO  THE  REV.  TIIOJIAS  STEH.MAX. 

“ LiUh-ChevcrcI.  1 779. 

“In  a general  conversation  with  the  — , he  ob- 
served, that  almost  all  the  Chancellor’s  livings 
were  promised  long  before  the  death  of  the  in- 
cumbent. Ex.  cjr.,  he  himself  had  the  promise 
of  — , twelve  or  thirteen  years  before  it  fell,  of 
Lord  Chancellor  Hardwicke,  obtained  for  him  at 
the  request  of  Lord  * *. — The  only  mode  Mr.  * 
can  pursue  is  to  get  some  staunch  friend  to  apply 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  who  (as  such,)  must  have 
an  interest  with  the  Chancellor,  to  acquaint  him  of 
the  incumbent’s  being  old  and  infirm,  and  to  beg 
the  next  turn  of  the  living  of  — for  him  when  it 
falls.  No  one  knows  any  thing  of  this,  but  his 
friend,  who  applies  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant ; and  he 
privately  transacts  this  with  the  Chancellor.  Take 
my  own  case.  When  I went  into  orders.  Lord  H . 
(with  whom  I was  well  acquainted,  and  to  whose 
family  I had  long  been  physician,)  told  me,  unasked, 
to  fix  on  a living.  I did  on  — . On  his  lordship's 
application  to  the  Chancellor,  he  promised  it  me, 
and  entered  my  name  in  his  hook.  But  Lord  H. 
and  the  Chancellor  were  both  turned  out  about  a 
fortnight  before  the  living  fell ; a year  after  I had 
been  set  down  for  it ; so  I lost  it.  New  ministers 
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begin  new  books  for  new  friends.  If  * does  not 
ask  for  it  some  one  else  will.  No  matter  how 
much  he  is  beloved  by  the  parishioners,  or  * * 
welchijied.  Abilities  or  usefulness  have  little  to 
do  in  the  matter.  Does  he  think  such  great  men 
inquire  particularly  into  a clergyman’s  character, 
(unless  he  is  notoriously  — like  parson  — ,)  or  the 
inclinations  of  the  parish  ? No  such  thing.  The 
great  question  is,  what  interest  has  the  great  man 
who  applies  to  him  ? A tallow-chandler’s  son  in 
a corporation  would  beat  even  a Sherlock,  if  he 
stood  for  a corporation  living. — I rejoice  to  hear 
that  l\Ir.  * is  well  received  and  useful  at  — . Long 
may  he  continue  so  ! But  let  him  expect  little  from 
all  this.  A worthless  parson  who  used  to  carouse 
with  Lord  * * *,  got  the  rich  living  of  — , with  a 
noble  church  and  a complete  parsonage  house,  be- 
cause my  lord,  who  has  considerable  interest, 
applied  for  it. 

“So  much  for  preferment,  and  the  objects  of  it. 

“TheNorthampton  Infirmary-Report  was  drawn 
up  by  me  for  several  years  together,  and  in  differ- 
ent shapes ; and,  when  I left  Northampton,  I be- 
lieve, they  never  departed  from  my  last  form  : — at 
least  they  have  not,  unless  they  altered  it  this 
year.  No  inconvenience  either  at  Northampton, 
or  Salisbury,  has  ever  been  found  by  the  column 
of  arrears;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  brought  in  a 
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great  deal  of  money  at  first,  and  keeps  the  sub- 
scribers in  order  since.  I strongly  recommended 
it  to  be  adopted  at  the  Salop  Infirmary. 

“ A Socinian  liturgy  is  introduced  (you  say,)  at 
the  place  of  worship  in  Shrewsbmy,  where  Mr. 
Orton  formerly  preached ! Tempora  mutantur ! 
Well ! I will  die  a Baxterian,  and  Doddridgean^ . 

“Pray  see  the  first  volume  of  Bp.  Browne’s  ser- 
mons, if  possible.  Miss  H.  More  is  delighted 
with  it.  Nothing  can  give  greater  information  as 
to  the  satisfaction  and  sacrifice  of  Christ,  &c.  Any 
one  who  buys  sermons  will  find  them  worth  their 
notice : uncommonly  curious : he  clears  up  many 
things,  which  I thought  no  mortal  ever  could 
clear  up 

“I  send  you  my  printed  paper  On  the  Importance 
of  keeping  a Diary I now  keep  only  an  occa- 

» “ Socinians  are  scarce  Christians,”  says  Baxter,  in  the  Dedica- 
tion to  his  Saint's  Everlastiny  Rest ; and  in  his  funeral  sermon  for  his 
wife’s  mother,  he  calls  them  “ heathenish  Socinians  and  infidels.” 
[Note  by  Stedinan.] 

® “On  the  Importance  of  keeping  a Diart. 

“ It  has  not  been  long  since,  that  the  generality  (especially  men 
of  piety  and  learning,)  kept  Diaries : a custom,  ^Yhich  is  now  perhaps 
too  much  neglected. 

“ Query.— Would  not  a renewal  of  this  laudable  practice  be  mani- 
festly useful  to  persons  of  all  ranks,  and  of  all  ages  ? — If  every  one, 
who  has  leisure  and  capacity,  was  to  keep  a Diary  (or  daily  ac- 
count,) how  he  employs  hi.s  time,  he  would  be  enabled  to  make 
better  progress  in  his  temporal,  as  well  as  in  his  spiritual  concerns. 
—Would  it  not  be  a faithful  director  in  both  of  these? 

“As  to  those,  who  from  a multiplicity  of  business  cannot  keep  a 
Diary  in  so  full  a manner  as  they  would  wish  ; yet  might  they  not 
occasionally  make,  and  commit  to  writing,  a few  observations  on  the 
state  of  their  minds,  and  their  progress  or  decline  in  Religion  as  well 
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sional  diary.  One,  as  to  temporal  affairs,  by  way 
of  memorandum  ; — Ex.  gr. 

‘17th.  — Met  Mr.  such  an  one  — who  remarked  — 

if  worth  any  remark. 

20th.  — “Went  to  my  son  .Mr.  * ’s,  at  Puttenham. 

27th.  — So  much  time  lost,  and  health  injured  by 

such  company.’ 

“ The  other  I call  ‘ Observations  on  my  own 
Heart,’  on  the  covers  of  which  I have  written, 
I desire  this  may  not  be  opened,  but  burnt  as  soon  as 
I am  dead.  Here  1 make  remarks,  how  I pray — 
receive  the  Sacrament — what  my  thoughts  are — 
how  any  sin  easily  besetting,  is  prayed  against 
and  opposed — my  fears,  doubts,  &c. — One  good 
method  is,  to  put  down  in  one  column,  ‘ Reasons 
why  I am  afraid  to  die,’  and  ‘ Remedies  against 
them,’  in  the  other'’. 


as  in  their  worldly  affairs  ? The  oftener  therefore  such  observ  ations 
were  made,  and  reviewed,  would  not  the  advantages  from  the  inspec- 
tion of  such  interesting  particulars  he  more  evident  in  their  conduct? 
And  would  not  some  of  the  leading  transactions,  both  in  their 
worldly  and  religions  concerns,  being  thus  impressed  on  their 
memories, influence  them  more  powerfully  to  live  a godly,  righteous 
and  sober  life  ? 

“ Header,  think  well  of  this ; not  only  how  you  are  to  live^  but  how 
you  are  to  die. — Men,  alas  ! make  provision  for  this  life,  as  though 
it  were  never  to  have  an  end ; and  for  the  other  life,  ns  though  it 
were  never  to  have  a beginning. — They  seldom  bestow  a serious 
thought  on  death.  A.  Z.” 

See  also  Spiritn(d  Directions  to  the  Uninstructedy  p.  56  ; Con- 
siderations on  some  particular  Sinsy  p.  .3. 

’ See  p.  65  ; Spiritual  DirectionSy  Ac.,  p.  44  ; Sick  Mans  Friend, 
p.  97,  &c. 
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‘REASONS. 
Leave  wife  anil  children — 


The  agony  of  death — 


Fear  of  appearing  before 
God — &c.  &c. 


REMEDIES. 

Providence  of  God — pro- 
mises of  God  to  he  with  the 
fatherless  and  widow,  &c. 

Is  it  more  to  you,  than  to  all 
mankind? — to  some  very  ea- 
sy— tooth-ache  w'orse — and 
many  diseases,  as  stone,  &c. 
To  endeavour  to  get  rid  of 
these  fears  by  proper  argu- 
ments.’ 


“I  have  been  reading  Mr.  Fawcett’s  Abridgment 
of  Baxter's  Dying  Thoughts,  a favourite  book  of 
mine,  as  I am  now  hastening  apace  to  the  grave. 


“ I received  your  letter  in  Sir  P.  Hales’s  frank 
which  I sent  you.  But  never  send  a single  letter 
in  a frank  ; that  is  like  walking  in  boots ; which 
whoever  does,  walks  in  effect  in  shoes  of  a guinea 
or  five  and  twenty  shillings  a pair. 

“ But  the  post-boy  is  come.  Adieu.  J.  S.” 

(16.) 

In  December,  1 779^,he  was  appointed  by  Jacob, 
second  Earl  of  Radnor,  Rector  of  Great- Cheverel, 
a few  miles  distant  from  his  former  living  ^ ; on 
which  occasion  he  wrote,  and  published  in  the  fol- 

X Letters^  p.  2(>4. 

y The  prcaeni  incoine(aH  given  iu  the  Clergy  L\st  of  1844)  is  .i'353, 
and  the  population  557. 
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lowing  year,  “ A Serious  Address  to  the  Parish- 
ioners of  Great- Cheverel;”  which  reached  a second 
edition. 

LETTER  19.  TO  THE  REV.  THOMAS  STEDJLVN. 

“May,  1780. 

“ Lord  Radnor’s  presentation  of  the  living  of 
Great- Cheverel  to  me,  was  quite  unexpected,  and 
unsohcited.  I intend  being  resident  there  at  least 
nine  months  in  the  year,  should  my  health  permit. 
My  patron  expects  this,  and  my  conscience  dictates 
it.  I wish  I had  you  for  my  Curate  now ; as  you 
would  he  ver}'  useful  there.  My  present  Curate 
leaves  me  soon  to  go  to  his  living.  Mr.  * is 
amazingly  improved:  quite  an  animated  preacher; 
and  much  in  earnest : all  his  former  prejudices  are 
now  removed.  I really  believe  God  has  made  me 
an  instrument  of  good  to  him.  To  God  be  all  the 
glory! 

“ Young  * *,  who  was  lately  ordained,  writes  to 
me,  to  recommend  some  books  to  him.  I advise 
him  to  study  and  abridge  Scougal’s  Life  of  God 
in  the  Soul  of  Man;  to  take  his  sermons  from 
Bishop  Hall’s  works ; (to  do  which  will  require 
some  skill  and  judgment;)  to  study  Bishop  Burnet’s 
Pastoral  Care,  and  Orton  On  Eternity;  and  to 
borrow  and  read  Lucas’s  Enquiry  after  Happiness, 
I shall  recommend  other  things  to  him  by  and  by  ; 
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but  festina  lente.  He  has  been  with  Mr.  Orton, 
who  has  given  him  some  books,  and  lent  him 
others.  I wrote  him  a very  serious  letter,  on 
the  importance  of  the  ministiy ; and  hope  he  will 
attend  to  it.” 

(17.) 

LETTER  20.  TO  THE  REV.  TIIOSUS  STEDILAN-. 

“1780. 

“ I heartily  wish  you  may  have  Mr.  * *’s  living; 
which  will  be  tenable  with  Wormington ; the 
bishops  now  allowing  forty-five  measured  miles, 
which  they  say  is  no  more  than  thirty  of  the  old 
miles  ^ 

“I  employ  part  of  every  Sunday,  in  taking  a 
few  hints  from  Mr.  Orton’s  Religious  Exercises,  for 
my  own  private  use  in  my  diaiy,  of  which  I keep 
one,  and  find  it  of  great  use  in  looking  back  to 
any  past  transaction.  Thus  : see  p.  44 “. — ‘ What 
does  not  proceed  from  the  heart  is  no  prayer. — 
Make  some  pauses : think  what  you  are  about ; 
ask  yourself,  “Is  this  prayer?  Is  this  a rational, 
spiritual  service  ? Will  God  be  pleased  with  this 

* This  sentence,  together  with  the  fact  of  Dr.  Stonhouse’s  holding 
tiro  livings  at  the  same  time,  while  his  health  prevented  liis  residing 
constantly  at  either,  tend  to  shew  the  very  lax  notions  of  duty  on 
this  point  that  were  current  in  the  last  century,  even  among  men 
of  undoubted  piety  and  seriousness,  and  (in  other  respects,)  of  great 
strictness. 

* See  “Discourse  oti  Secret  Prayer,”  p.  29.  ed.  1842. 
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kind  of  worship  ?” — Pray  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ,  as  the  great  Mediator,  Content  not 
yourself  with  mentioning  His  name  at  the  close  of 
your  prayers  ; but  in  the  whole  service,  consider 
Him  as  your  Advocate  with  the  Father,  and  by 
Him  offer  up  all  your  spiritual  sacrifices.’ — I shall 
thus  abridge  all  the  materially  useful  part  of  that 
book,  that  I may  have  it  ad  unguem,  to  fit  me  for 
conversation  with  others,  as  well  as  for  my  own 
use  ; especially  some  Clergymen  occasionally,  who 
are  more  seriously  disposed. 

“ You  see  the  truth  of  what  Mr.  Orton  says  in 
his  letter  to  you.  Such  men  as  he  are  real  friends. 
Noisy  — pay  no  regard  to  truth,  friendship,  pro- 
priety, or  any  thing  else,  but  their  own  wild 
notions,  and  following  enthusiastical  preachers 
from  sermon  to  sermon ; digesting  nothing,  and 
neglecting  the  duties  of  the  closet,  and  family  in- 
struction. I see  enough  of  this  at  and  could 
say  a great  deal  to  you  on  this  subject.  Shun, 
therefore,  all  such  uncharitable  and  fiery  bigots, 

scattering  firebrands,  arrows  and  death 

“ You  complain  spiritually.  Alas  ! I have  great 
cause  on  this  account ; and  am  far  from  that  state 
I wish  to  be  in,  ought  to  be  in,  hope  to  be  in,  and 

pray  to  be  in 

“lam  exceedingly  glad  to  hear  that  your  situa- 

**  Probably  Brititol. 
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tion  is  so  agreeable  to  yourself,  and  so  likely  to  be 
useful  to  others.  I wish  you  would  send  me  your 
[sermons]  for  my  remarks  ; and  I will  supply  you 
with  franks  for  this  purpose.  You  may  depend 
on  my  caution.  Can  you  suppose,  where  your 
credit  is  concerned,  I would  not  do  to  the  utmost 
to  promote  your  usefulness  ? Aye,  sure.  I will 

let  no  one  find  fault  with  you  but  mvself 

(18.) 


LETTER  21.  TO  THE  REV.  TIIOJLVS  STEDM.VN'. 

“Bristol,  1780. 

" Rivington  has  collected  all  my  small  tracts,  and 
is  reprinting  them  to  be  sold  in  one  volume.  He 
says  many  people  ask  him  for  all  my  tracts.  When 
the  volume  is  ready  I will  send  it  to  you*^. 

“ I am  trying,  if  1 can,  to  prevent  the  violation 
of  the  Sabbath  here.  Get  such  of  the  inclosed 
papers,  as  you  conveniently  can,  into  the  Shrews- 
bury Paper ; particularly  the  Difficulty  Solved,  and 
what  relates  to  barbers  and  hair-dressers.  It  was 

e Which  he  cUd,  writing  on  one  of  the  hhink  leaves  what  follows 
“ We  are  so  near  the  eternal  state,  and  must  so  soon  be  silent  in  the 
dust,  that  methinks  nothing,  which  looks  like  a call  of  Providence, 
directing  to  any  opportunity  of  doing  good  to  the  soul.s  of  men, 
should  be  neglected. — ‘ Give  yourself  continually  to  prayer,  and  to 
the  ministry  of  the  word.’  (Acts  vi.  4.) — ‘ Why  look  you  so  earnestly 
on  ns,  us  though  by  our  own  power,  or  holiness,  we  had  made  this 
man  to  walk?’  (Acts  iii,  12). — Quieguid  sum^  gratia  sum,  (1  Cor. 
XV.  10.)” 
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in  two  of  the  Bristol  Papers  last  week. — Mr.  * * 
of  B.,  your  friend  *’s  acquaintance,  has  concerts 
on  Sundays,  and  never  goes  to  church.  His  wife 
says,  ‘ the  Lord’s  Prayer,  and  the  Belief,  are 
prayers  enough  for  any  one  ! ’ 

“ Sir  Francis  Walsingham  was  a great  and  good 
man.  See  an  anecdote  of  him  in  Mr.  Orton’s 
little  book  On  Eternity^. 

“ Dr.  Moysey  of  Bath  is  dead  ; and  died  actually 
worth  £44,000. 

“ I am  glad  Mr.  W.  asked  you  to  read  prayers  in 
his  family.  It  looks  well ; and  he  sets  an  excellent 
example  to  his  neighbours.  We  bave  no  family 
prayer  now-a-days,  no  domestic  chapels  and  chap- 
lains. Heu  pietas  ! Heu  prisca  fides^f  Strongly  re- 
commend to  him  Orton’s  Religious  Exercises,  and 
his  treatise  On  Zeal 

(19.) 

The  following  passage  in  one  of  Mr.  Orton’s 

^ “ Secretary  Walsingham,  an  eminent  courtier  and  statesman  in 
Queen  Elizabeth’s  time,  in  his  old  age  retired  into  privacy  in  the 
country.  Some  of  his  former  gay  companions  came  to  see  him,  and 
told  him  he  was  melancholy. — ‘ No,’  saith  he,  ‘ I am  not  melan- 
choly; I am  serious  ; and  it  is  fit  I should  be  so.  Ah!  my  friends ! 
while  we  laugh,  all  things  are  serious  round  about  us;  God  is  seri- 
ous, Who  exerciseth  patience  towards  u.s;  Christ  is  serious,  Wlio 
shed  His  blood  for  us  ; the  Holy  Spirit  is  serious,  m striving  against 
the  obstinacy  of  our  hearts;  the  Holy  Scriptures  bring  to  our  ears 
the  most  serious  things  in  the  world;  the  Holy  Sacraments  repre- 
sent the  most  serious  and  awful  matters  ; the  whole  creation  is  seri- 
ous in  serving  God  and  us ; all  that  are  in  heaven  and  hell  are  seri- 
ous: — how  then  can  we  be  gay?’”  (Disc.  2.) 

« Virgil,  Jen.  vi.  879. 
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Letters  was  written  in  1 7 80,  and  therefore  belongs 
to  this  period  of  Dr.  Stonhouse’s  life  : — 

“ Dr.  Stonhouse  is  a faithful  friend ; and  when 
he  professes  a regard  to  a person,  and  a readiness 
to  serve  him,  he  will  spare  no  pains  to  do  it.  But 
the  Doctor  is  in  a poor  state  of  health,  and  at  pre- 
sent in  great  trouble.  His  eldest  son,  whom  he 
would  (/  think,  very  culpably,)  send  to  the  East 
Indies,  in  order  to  his  being  a great  man,  was  in 
one  of  the  ships  taken  by  the  Spaniards,  and  is,  I 
suppose,  now  at  Cadiz.  This  is  a grievous  cir- 
cumstance to  the  Doctor  and  his  lady,  as  he  has 
been  nearly  at  the  expense  of  a thousand  pounds 
in  fitting  him  out,  and  had  an  agreeable  prospect 
of  procuring  a comfortable  and  profitable  settle- 
ment for  him,  under  the  patronage  of  some  gentle- 
men who  wall  leave  that  country  before  he  can 
sail  again.” 

LETTER  22.  TO  THE  REV.  THOMAS  STEDM.VN'. 

"Dec.  31,  1781. 

“ I have  been  a considerable  time  a letter  in  your 
debt ; hut  am  determined  to  pav  it  before  the  year 
quite  concludes,  being  desirous  of  leaving  no  debt 
at  the  end  of  it,  either  of  letters,  or  money.  . . . 

“ Mr.  Orton  has  sent  my  wife  the  most  grateful 

^ Orton’s  lAftlers  to  Dissenting  MinisterSy  Letter  33. 
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i present  he  could  well  send  her ; which  is  the 

ii  funeral  sermon  for  her  much-beloved  and  highly- 
I honoured  father ; preached  by  Dr.  Doddridge,  at 
' Wellingborough,  in  Northamptonshire  : and  tran- 
■ scribed  from  the  doctor’s  short  hand  copy  into 

ilong  hand,  by  a son  of  Dr.  Johnstone.  The 
character  of  Mr.  Ekins  is  well  drawn  up,  and 
strictly  true.  He  was  a Christian  of  the  first 
I magnitude.  The  text  is  Heb.  xi.  26e. 

“ I am  well  acquainted  with  some  of  our 

( Dissenting  Ministers,  visit  them,  and  am  visited  by 
t them,  without  giving  offence  to  any ; though  we 
I have  some  very  high-flying  people  in  this  place. 
. I always  honoured  sensible,  worthy  Dissenting 
( Ministers,  and  would  never  on  any  account  or  pre- 
‘ tence  so  far  comply  with  the  world,  as  for  the  fear 
I of  man  to  shun  them.  I would  rather  shun  such 
I bigots,  as  found  fault  with  me  for  so  doing.  I 
I thought  such  narrowness  and  illiberality,  as  your 
k letter  speaks  of,  did  not  now  exist  in  this  island. 
Ir  Shall  I be  ashamed  of  such  men  as  Mr.  Orton, 
Mr.  *,  Mr.  * *,  &c.  ? God  forbid ! 

“ Your  saying  omnia  vanitas,  reminded  me  of  a 
i smart  saying  of  Queen  Elizabeth  to  a nobleman, 
[V  who  had  built  a magnificent  house,  and  by  other 

I ( “ Eitceminf;  the  reproach  of  Christ  greater  riches  than  the 
« treasures  in  Egypt;  for  he  had  respect  unto  tlie  na-oinpense  of  the 
't  reward.*’ 
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extravagancies  had  mined  himself.  Over  one  of 
the  doors  he  had  finely  carved  these  words — omn 
VANITAS. — He  had  abbreviated  the  word  omnia,  as 
the  scroll  over  the  door  would  not  admit  the 
word  at  length.  ‘ My  Lord,’  said  the  Queen,  ‘ I 
am  sorry  to  see  your  omnia  so  curtailed,  and  your 
vanitas  at  full  length.’  What  a severe  reproof ! 

“ There  is  a hook  lately  published,  intitled  ‘ Car- 
diphonia,  or.  The  Utterance  of  the  Heart,’  in  which 
are  several  truly  useful  things,  well  worth  your 
reading.  I have  not  received  more  heart  instruc- 
tion from  any  book  I have  read  a long  time,  than 
from  this.  The  writer  is  too  much  a Calvinist  for 
me,  and  there  are  some  exceptionable  passages  in 
it,  which  I disapprove,  and  wish  they  had  been 
omitted.  Mr.  Orton  writes  me  word,  he  likes 
it  much,  abating  the  author’s  peculiarities ; hut 
thinks  the  second  volume  the  best.  Mr.  New- 
ton (the  author,)  is  an  excellent  man,  and  my  cor- 
respondent, whose  letters  are  very  sensible  and 
good. 

“ I go  on  writing  sermons  by  way  of  exposition, 
(and  hope  you  do  the  same,)  as  I am  persuaded  no 
sermons  are  equally  useful : none  take  less  pains 
to  compose : none  are  so  well  liked.  I have  ex- 
pounded some  Psalms  in  this  manner ; as  Psalm 
xxvii ; Psalm  cxvi,  wherein  I have  taken  notice  of 
churchins  of  women : Psalm  xc,  see  the  Burial 


LIFE  OF  SIR  JAMES  STONIIOUSE. 


155 


Sen-ice.  In  short,  any  Psalm,  parable,  miracle,  or 
historical  passage,  will  be  very  proper  to  treat  of 
in  this  manner. 

“ I commend  you  much  for  preaching  on  the  ob- 
servation of  the  Sabbath  before  Sir  * * and  Lady 
* * after  their  public  breach  of  it  by  travelling. 
(See  Psalm  cxviii.  6’'.)  Your  anecdote  of  the  Irish 
Bishop  driving  by  in  an  open  phaeton,  as  you  were 
coming  out  of  church,  is  curious  enough. 

“ I have  a very  good  curate 

He  is  serious,  modest,  sensible,  studious  ; has  a 
good  voice,  and  reads  well ; very  good-natured,  a 
gentleman-hke  man,  and  an  agreeable  companion. 
His  sermons  are  rationally  evangelical,  regularlv 
divided,  and  very  proper  and  suitable  to  my  peo- 
ple, delivered  with  much  earnestness,  but  without 
the  least  noise.  He  is  very  civil  and  attentive  to 
the  people,  pleasing  in  his  manner,  but  not  fami- 
liar ; diligent  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  keeps 
himself  to  himself ; rather  of  a grave  cast,  yet 
cheerful  and  amiable.  He  likes  Cheverel,  and  a 
retired  life : so  I hope  he  will  be  fixed  ; especially 
as  I shall  reside  at  Cheverel.  I have  gotten  him 
another  curacy,  and  what  he  receives  from  that 
and  mine  will  be  better  than  a living  of  £100  a 
year 

''  “ The  Lord  is  on  my  side  ; 1 will  not  fear  what  man  can  do 
unto  me.” 
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“ Her  eldest  son,  (who  was  a stout,  hearty,  but 
miserably  avaricious  young  man,)  died  last  month. 
What  is  life ! He  seemed  built  for  age.  He 
taken,  and  I left.  I have  been  better  in  health 
this  last  month,  than  I have  been  for  some  years ; 

and  yet  I am  in  my  sixty-sixth  year.” 

(20.) 


LETTER  23.  TO  THE  REV.  TH03I.\S  STEDJLAX. 

“ Bristol- Wells,  1782. 

“ It  is  now  two  months  and  upwards  since  I wrote 
to  you,  and  enclosed  your  papers.  You  do  not, 
to  use  Pope’s  expression, 

‘ Enrich  me  with  too  quick  replies.’ 

However,  as  you  desire  a speedy  answer  to  yours, 
I sit  down  to  write  immediately,  though  over- 
whelmed with  many  avocations. — 

“ Dr.  Bagot  is  our  new  Bishop : he  is  a very  poor 
patron ; but  a very  worthy  man.  The  palace  at 
Bristol  was  partly  rebuilt  in  1748,  by  Bishop 
Butler,  afterwards  Bishop  of  Durham.  He  paid 
four  thousand  pounds*,  I am  told,  and  was  miser- 
ably imposed  on  by  a man  very  improper  to  un- 
dertake such  a building.  There  are  some  very 
good  rooms  in  it,  and  a tolerable  garden,  close  to 

* Bp.  Newton  says,  „£4,C00.  See  the  account  of  his  life,  written 
by  himself.  [Note  by  Stedmau.] 
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the  cathedral.  It  is  commodious,  but  clumsy,  and 
might  have  been  made  much  more  commodious, 
had  a good  architect  been  employed,  for  much  less 
money. 

“ I have  taken  a whole  house  here  : where  1 in- 
tend always  to  be  three  or  four  months  in  the 
winter.  I am  as  retired  as  in  a country  village  : 
no  company  here  at  this  time  of  the  year  : and  I 
shall  return  with  my  family  to  Cheverel  early  in 
the  spring,  and  stay  there  tiU  November.  I am 
making  considerable  improvements  in  the  parson- 
age-house at  Little-Cheverel,  which  will  cost  me 
above  £600  ; — aU  to  go  away  the  moment  the 
breath  is  out  of  my  body.  However,  it  is  done  on 
my  Lord  Radnor’s  living ; who  has  been  a noble 
patron  to  me. 

“Miss  H.  More’s  Sacred  Dramas,  just  published, 
are  most  capital.  That  on  Belshazzar  is  an  asto- 
nishing performance : so  is  that  on  Daniel.  I 
hope  she  will  write  a sacred  drama  on  the  fine 
story  of  Manasseh,  and  his  penitence ; which  I 
preached  upon  last  Sunday. — She  has  paid  the 
author  of  The  Mirror^  a great  compliment ; which 
is  an  excellent  book,  written  by  the  author  of  The 
Man  of  Feeling,  (a  veiy  pretty  little  book,)  whose 
name  I think  was  Mackenzie. 

1 A scries  of  F.ssays,  in  the  manner  of  the  Spectator,  edited  by 
Mackenzie  in  1779  and  17S0. 
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“ When  the  King  and  Queen  and  the  Princess 
Royal  visited  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vansittart,  at  Bishain 
Abbey,  the  King  condescended  to  divert  himself 
with  one  of  my  grandsons,  and  desired  them  to 
bring  him  with  them  to  Windsor ; which  they  did, 
and  while  they  were  conversing  with  the  King, 
my  grandson  made  his  escape  into  the  town,  and 
was  lost.  He  is  a fine  boy,  about  six  years  old. 

“ I never  could  reconcile  Scripture  with  Socinian- 
ism.  Nor  do  I think  Christianity  worth  contend- 
ing about  on  their  principles  : a very  cold,  uninter- 
esting, and  uncomfortable  system'^.” 

(21.) 

Dr.  Stonhouse’s  health  was  by  this  time  so 
much  impaired  (as  appears  from  numerous  passages 
in  his  correspondence,)  that  about  the  year  1782 
he  resigned  the  Lectureship  of  All-Saints,  and 
began  to  preach  at  the  smaller  church  of  St. 
Werburgh’. 

In  July,  1783,  his  friend  Mr.  Orton  died  at 
Kidderminster,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five,  of  which 
event  he  was  informed  by  his  physician.  Dr.  John- 
stone of  Worcester, 

LETTER  21.  TO  DR.  JOHNSTONE. 

“ Chevercl,  Jii!;/  25,  17<S3. 

“ I should  immediately  have  acknowledged  the 
favour  of  your  verv  kind  letter,  but  was  so  languid 
^ Soc  below  j).  178.  ' ijcttersy  p.  213. 
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and  indifferent  the  day  I received  it,  that  I was 
obliged  to  defer  it  till  the  next  post. 

“The  melancholy  intelligence  your  letter  commu- 
nicated of  the  death  of  so  very  dear,  worthy,  and 
intimate  a friend,  could  not  but  very  much  affect 
me.  But  the  concern  of  all  his  fi-iends  must  be 
alleviated  by  his  late  seizure,  which  rendered  him 
incapable  of  any  enjoyment  of  life,  or  usefulness. 
It  is  a great  satisfaction  to  find  that  his  dismission 
was  so  easy ; and  to  reflect  that  no  man  could  be 
more  fit  for  so  great  a change.  He  was  indeed  a 
very  eminent  Christian,  and  exceeded  by  very  few, 
if  any,  in  the  solid  endowments  of  the  mind,  in 
rational  piety,  and  in  heart- felt  desires  to  promote 
the  glory  of  God,  and  the  salvation  of  his  fellow- 
creatures  : witness  his  writings,  since  his  declining 
health  and  impaired  strength  precluded  him  from 
more  public  labours.  By  his  works,  though  dead, 
he  will  long  speak. 

“ The  affectionate  testimony  you  bear  to  the 
memory  of  this  (I  may  say  yreat,  as  well  as)  good 
man,  does  honour  to  the  feelings  of  your  own 
heart ; and  I can  with  truth  say  I have  found  him 
all  that  you  describe.” 

LETTF.R  25.  TO  THE  REV.  TUO.MAS  STEDM.VX. 

" Little-Cheverel,  Aug.  7,  1783. 

“ Dr.  Johnstone  sent  me  an  account  of  the  death 
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of  our  excellent  friend  Mr.  Orton;  which  very 
much  affected  me,  as  I had  known  him  so  long, 
and  had  so  great  a regard  for  him.  I am  much 
obliged  to  you  for  your  account  of  his  interment 
at  St.  Chad’s.  His  being  buried  in  Mr.  Bryan’s'" 
grave,  and  the  choice  of  his  text,  (1  Tim.  i.  11, 
12".)  was  judicious,  and  characteristic  of  the  man. 
I think  you  judged  pmdently  in  preaching  on  the 
same  text  at  your  church  on  the  occasion.  It  was 
a proper  piece  of  respect ; and  I am  glad  your  dis- 
course was  acceptable  to  your  hearers.  The  clause 
you  sent  me  of  his  will  is  like  himself — wise,  pious, 

and  full  of  a Cathohc  spirit.” 

(22.) 


LETTER  26.  TO  THE  REV.  THOMAS  STED.-M.AN. 

“ Clieverel,  Nov.  21,  1783. 

“ I received  your  letter  of  the  Cth  instant,  and 
another  this  morning  of  the  I7th  : the  first  giving 

Rev.  John  Bryan,  M. A.  was  a son  of  Dr.  Bryan,  of  Coventry ; of 
Emmanuel  College,  and  Peter  House,  Cambridge  ; domestic  chaplain 
to  the  Earl  of  Stamford,  and  Minister  of  Diddltibury,  near  Ludlow, 
in  Shropshire.  In  1(352  he  removed  to  the  Abbey  parish  in  Shrews- 
bury, where  he  had  many  friends,  who  valued  his  labours;  and 
afterwards  became  minister  of  St.  Chad’s  in  the  same  town,  where 
he  met  with  great  love  and  affection,  and  continued  there  till  he 
was  ejected  by  the  Act  of  Uniformity,  August  24,  1662.  Mr.  Baxter 
speaks  of  him  ns  “a  godly,  able  preacher,  of  a i]uick  and  active 
temper,  and  very  humble.”  lie  died  Aug.  31,  1699.  [Note  by 
Stedraan.] 

“ ‘‘According  to  the  glorious  Gospel  of  the  blessed  God,  which 
was  committed  to  my  trust.  And  I thank  Chiust  Jesus  our  Lord, 
Who  hath  enaliled  me,  for  that  He  counted  me  faithful,  putting  me 
into  the  ministry.” 
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me  reasons  for  your  expectation  of  having  the 
living  of  St.  Chad®  ; and  the  other,  informing  me 
that  you  had  actually  obtained  it : which  intelli- 
j gence  has  given  Mrs.  Stonhouse  and  myself  very 
j great  pleasure  ; and  we  most  sincerely  congratulate 
I you  on  this  happy  event.  We  hope  it  will  be  a 
I situation  of  comfort  and  usefulness  to  you ; and 
! that  your  parishioners  may  long  enjoy  the  benefit 
! of  your  labours. 

“ We  beg  you  to  consider  more  than  twice,  before 
' you  consent  to  have  a lecture  established  in  your 
church.  It  cannot  be  done  without  your  consent. 

I Even  was  it  an  established  one,  it  could  not  be 
i continued  without  your  consent,  much  less  could 
the  parishioners  set  up  a new  one.  Oh,  never, 
never  consent.  If  you  do,  you  are  no  longer 
master  of  your  own  church.  My  friend  Dr.  * * 
had  a trial  of  this  kind  : but  he  said  he  would 
sooner  give  up  his  living  than  admit  a lecturer.  A 
lectureship  had  been  established,  and  a salary  paid 
by  the  — ’s  Company,  but  he  did  the  duty  himself, 
and  would  not  suffer  a lecturer  to  be  appointed. 
The  Company  seeing  his  resolution,  paid  him  the 
salaiy,  and  he  does  the  duty. — Another  instance 
more  recent  I shall  mention  to  you. — Mr.  * * was 
presented  by  the  corporation  of  — , last  vear,  to 

“ In  Shrewshnry;  the  population  of  which  (as  given  in  the  Clergit 
I.isl  of  I84J,)is  7625,  and  the  income  .C'350. 
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tlie  rectory  of  St.  * *’s.  He  was  soon  after  given 
to  understand  by  a majority  of  his  parishioners, 
that  if  he  did  not  continue  Mr.  * * Curate  (who 
did  not  happen  to  be  licensed,)  they  wmuld  make 
no  collection  for  him.  He  said  boldly,  ‘ Gentle- 
men, for  that  very  reason  I will  not  keep  him.  I 
will  not  have  a superior  (for  so  you  seem  to  con- 
sider him,)  in  my  own  church.  I will  do  my  duty 
faithfully  by  you  ; if  you  do  not  choose  to  pay 
me  any  thing  I must  be  content.’  Mr.  * * the 
Curate  would  have  soothed  him ; but  he  would 
not  be  stroked  : he  then  bullied  him ; but  he 
would  not  be  bullied.  He  chose  another  Curate, 
and  turned  out  * *.  Every  one  commended  him ; 
the  storm  subsided ; and  he  did  not  lose  sixpence 
of  his  collection.  * * was  a noisy,  self-sufficient, 
overbearing  man. — Cave,  cave!  Cavemlo  tutus, 
must  be  your  motto. 

“The  textP  you  propose  for  your  introductory 
sei’mon  is  a very  proper  one ; and  I make  no 
doubt,  but  your  discourse  will  be  suitalile  to  the 
occasion. 

“ I should  think  your  church  the  worse  for  hav- 
ing an  organ  in  it.  I like  organs  with  the  psalms 
much  ; but  I very  much  dislike  them  as  they  pro- 
long the  service  (already  too  long,)  by  voluntaries. 

“ For  I (k'lpnninod  not  to  know  anything  among  you,  save 
Jesus  Christ,  ami  Him  crueiGud.’’  (1  Cor.  ii.  2.) 
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‘ Light  quirks  of  music,  broken  and  uneven, 

Make  the  soul  dance  upon  a jig  to  heiiven,' 
says  Pope. 

“ The  English  pulpit  will  admit  of  little,  if  any 
action  : and  whenever  a Clergyman  begins  to  use 
action  in  the  pulpit,  and  to  mouth  it,  he  becomes 
contemptible.  So  said  my  instructor,  the  immortal 
Garrick.” 

(23.) 

LETTER  27.  TO  THE  REV.  THOMAS  STEDM.AX1. 

[1784?] 

“ I think  you  judge  right  in  keeping 

yourself  to  yourself  at . Who  are  the  Clergy 

there?  What  sort  of  men  and  preachers?  You 

say  the  incumbent  of is  on  good  terms  with 

you.  If  he  is  a Gospel  Minister,  he  will  be  glad  of 
the  applause  you  meet  with  when  you  preach  for 
him.  If  he  is  a man  of  the  world,  he  will  soon 
grow  shy.  I don’t  care  a single  farthing  about 
popular  applause ; and  should  rejoice  to  be  ex- 
celled here,  at  Cheverel,  and  every  where.  My 
only  view  is,  to  have  the  cause  of  Religion  pro- 
moted, and  men’s  hearts  made  better.  I have 
often  been  commended  as  a preacher  bv  very 
worthless  people  : but  what  satisfaction  is  that  ? — 
Let  me  see  these  converted  by  mv  sermon  ! — 
Here’s  the  satisfaction!  the  only  true  satisfaction!” 


T Ijt'tferSy  p.  18.  note. 
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I.ETTEi:  28.  TO  THE  REV.  TIIOM.IS  STEDJLVX. 

“ Chvvcrel,  1784. 


“See  me  in  your  pulpit  at  St.  Chad’s! — Why, 
my  dear  sir,  you  might  almost  as  well  suppose  me 
to  go  to  Jerusalem,  as  to  Shrew.sbury.  I am 
frightened  now,  if  I am  but  a few  miles  from 
home,  lest  1 should  fall  ill,  and  never  more  reach 
my  own  house.  I am  a poor,  timid  old  man. — 

“ It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  find  that  you 
have  good  congregations  at  your  church.  1 have 
written  in  my  sermon  case,  ‘ Paul  planted,  Apollos 
watered  : but  God  gave  the  increase’',’  that  so  I 
must  have  it  before  mv  eyes  whenever  I go  into 
the  pulpit.  This  keeps  me  humlile,  and  adds  to 
my  fervour  in  praying  for  a blessing.  ‘ Our  lielp 

standeth  in  the  name  of  the  Lord®.’ 

“I  do  not  admire  Dr.  * * as  a sermon  writer, 
though  he  divides  in  all  his  sermons,  (but  not 
cleverly,)  and  is  more  serious  and  evangelical  than 
most  modern  divines.  The  fashion  now  is  to 
preach  fifteen  minutes,  but  on  no  account  to  ex- 
ceed twenty.  A reverend  divine,  a few  Sundays 
ago  at  Hath,  said,  our  times  were  not  any 
thing  like  so  bad  as  those  of  the  Greeks  and 
Romans  : it  was  true,  we  did  dress  too  much ; but 


' 1 Cor.  iii.  6. 


• Psalm  exxiv. 
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that  was  no  ^^ce,  and  sufficiently  over-balanced  bv 
our  many  virtues.  And  at  his  conclusion  he  had 
this  extraordinary  sentence,  which  I give  you 
verbatim ; — ‘ Let  us  use  our  pleasures : but  let 

those  pleasures  be  sanctified  by  benevolent  actions.’ 
O rare  Parson!  Neither  Gon,  nor  Christ,  were 
mentioned  in  the  sermon,  as  I am  told ; yet  his 
sermon  was  highly  applauded.  Such  is  the  good- 
ness of  our  times ! Such  the  religion  of  the  well- 
dressed  and  polite ! 

“ I shall  never  be  ashamed  of  having  been  the 
friend  of  Mr.  Heiwey,  notwithstanding  the  remarks 
vou  mention,  which  have  been  made  on  me  in 
* * ’s  book.  By  ‘ gloomy,’  the  writer  means 
seraphic.  Heiwey  was  a very  cheerful  man ; 
though  always  ill.  Dr.  Doddridge  was  one  of  the 
most  entertaining,  lively  companions  I ever  knew  : 
yet  I have  heard  him  ranked  among  the  gloomy, 
precise,  and  what  not 

“ To  hear  of  such  characters  as  Mr.  Isaac 
Hawkins  Browmeh  affords  me  great  pleasure; 
especially  in  this  age  of  extravagance,  levitv,  and 
irreligion.  I am  pleased  to  find  he  has  paid  you 
the  compliment  of  preaching  the  Infirmary  Ser- 
mon : for  it  certainly  is  a compliment. — I read 
with  infinite  pleasure,  many  years  ago,  his  father’s 
poem,  De  Animi  Immortalitate, 

* Member  of  Parliament  for  Bridgnorth.  [Note  by  Sledmuu.J 
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— “ The  Bishop"  is  expending-  six  thousand 
pounds  on  the  palace  at  Salisbury.  He  is  a very 
charitable,  generous,  and  worthy  man.  I know 
him  well ; much  of  a gentleman,  exemplary  as  a 
Bishop  ; and  veiy  friendly  to  me.  I supped  with 
him  lately  at  Devizes,  and  he  intended  coming  to 
see  me  at  Cheverel,  hut  was  directed  wrong. 

“ If  you  can  serve  Dr.  FothergilD',  physician  at 
Bath,  you  will  oblige  me,  and  do  any  patient  real 
service.  I think  him  one  of  the  best  physicians 
in  England,  and  shall  intrust  my  own  life  in  his 
hands.  He  settled  at  Bath  last  December ; and 
is  now  engaged  in  making  observations  on  that 
water  ; which  I hope  he  will  publish"'.  There  are 
just  twenty-four  physicians  at  Bath ; whereas 
there  used  to  be  five  only. 

“ Recommend  to  your  friend,  Dr.  Lind  on  the 
Scurvy,  which  is  a concise  account,  containing  the 
marrow  of  almost  every  writer  on  the  scurvy  from 


“ The  Hon.  Shuto  Barrington,  Bishop  of  Laudaff  in  1769,  of 
Salisbury  in  1782,  of  Durham  in  1791;  died  1826. 

Anthony  Fotliergill  was  born  in  1732;  took  his  degree  of  M.  D. 
at  Edinburgh  in  1763;  eommenced  practice  at  Northampton;  re* 
moved  to  London  in  1781;  tlience  to  Bath  in  1784;  retired  from 
practice  in  1803,  and  embarked  for  Bhiladelphia ; returned  to 
England  in  1812;  and  died  tlie  following  year.  He  published 
several  medical  works,  and  amassed  a large  fortune,  of  wliich  he 
bequeathed  about  one  twelfth  part  to  public  charities  in  England 
and  America.  (Nicliols,  Liter,  .-iuecd.  vol.  ix.  p.  211.  Ac.) 

* In  178.')  he  jnibli.shed  “A  new  exj)eriinental  Iinpiiry  into  the 
Nature  and  Qualities  of  the  Cheltenham  Water"  which  he  dedicated 
to  Dr.  Stonhouse,  and  which  passed  through  three  editions.  [Note 
by  .Stcdmaii.] 
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the  ancient  to  the  present  time : a very  useful 

book,  published  a few  years  ago’^ 

“ Pray  keep  * * * at  arm’s  length.  Civility  is 
the  art  of  the  wise  to  keep  such  men  at  a distance. 
— I am  sorry  to  say,  that  some  of  my  parishioners 
at  Great-Cheverel  occasion  me  much  trouble  and 
uneasiness.  However,  I shall  persevere  in  doing 
my  duty ; answerable  for  my  fidelity  only  ; but 

not  (blessed  be  Gon!)  for  my  success ” 

(24.) 

LETTER  29.  TO  THE  REV.  THOMAS  STEDMAN. 

“ Cheverel,  Aug.  18,  1784. 

“ We  are  greatly  disappointed  by  your  saving  in 
your  letter  of  this  morning,  that  you  cannot  come 
to  see  us,  and  spend  one  Sunday  here.  Strange  ! 
that  you  should  suffer  any  parochial  duty  at  Salop 
to  interfere  with  your  journey,  taken  for  your 
health,  and  to  visit  your  parish  y,  and  me,  as  I had 
flattered  myself. — Mrs.  Stonhouse,  as  well  as  my- 
self, beg  you  to  come  to  us.  You  might  come  in 
a day;  or  if  you  think  a day  too  short  for  the 
journey,  you  might  come  part  of  the  way  on  the 
preceding  evening.  You  have  managed  your 
journey  very  ill,  if  you  do  not  contrive  to  take 
us  in 

' “ A Treatise  on  the  Scurvy,  At.”  F.tlinb.  17.5.3.  8vo. 
y Worminptou,  which  apparently  Mr.  Steilman  held  together 
with  St.  Chad’s. 
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“ I have  most  pressing  invitations  from  several 
of  my  acquaintance  to  pay  visits  in  different  parts  : 
but  with  me,  tempus  praeterlapsum  est.  I have  not 
dined  out  of  my  own  house  these  two  years,  nor 
spent  an  evening  from  home  these  twenty  years, 
except  when  on  a journey,  or  on  a distant  visit.  I 
shall  not  go  to  the  music  meeting  at  Gloucester. 
...  I have  done  with  all  these  things,  being  now 
in  my  sixty-ninth  year.  If  I should  go  to  Mr. 
Vansittart’s,  at  Bisham  Abbey,  I shall  think  it  a 
great  undertaking,  though  no  more  than  seventy- 
one  miles  on  the  high  turnpike  London  road. — I 
am  glad  to  hear  you  say  you  love  home,  your 
study,  and  your  parish.  A good  sign ! I assure 

you  / do.” 

(25.) 


LETTER  30.  TO  THE  REV.  THOMAS  STEDJLVN. 

“ Bristol- U'cHs,  Jan.  14,  1786. 

“ Mrs.  Stonhouse  and  I most  heartily  congratu- 
late you  on  your  marriage.  She  desires  her  kind 
compliments  to  you ; is  much  flattered  by  your 
favourable  opinion  of  her ; and  would  be  very 
happy  to  be  introduced  to  Mrs.  S.,  of  whose  merit 
she  has  not  the  least  doubt  from  your  preference 
of  her  to  all  her  sex  ; &c. — Be  assured  of  our  con- 
stant and  ardent  good  wishes  for  your  mutual 
happiness ; and  we  rejoice  that  you  have  as  great 
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a prospect  of  it,  as  can  well  be  expected  in  this 
uncertain  state. — I am  much  obliged  to  you,  and 
take  it  very  kindly,  that  you  have  Avritten  to  us  on 
this  important  and  interesting  occasion. 

“ As  to  Mr.  Orton,  I have  nothing  particular  to 
communicate  to  Dr.  Kippis  ; except  that  he  had  a 
Doctor’s  degree  given  him  many  years  ago,  which 
he  would  never  acknowledge ; as,  through  a 
modesty  peculiar  to  himself,  he  disapproved  of 
being  called  Doctor.  Were  any  extracts  to  he 
made  from  his  letters  to  me,  for  his  intended  ac- 
count of  him,  I could  send  an  ample  supply  ; which 
I frequently  peruse  with  pleasure,  and,  I hope,  with 
some  improvement.  lie  w'as  one  of  the  most 
valuable  friends  I ever  had ; and  I thank  Gon  for 
so  great  a blessing.  ‘ Though  dead,  he  yet  speaks 
to  me’'.’ 

“When  you  pay  your  visit  to  Dr. Adams,  it  is  all 
turnpike  road  from  Oxford  to  Cheverel ; and  vou 
may  easily  come  to  us  in  a day  ; where  you  and 
Mrs.  Stedman  will  find  an  hearty  welcome.  Mv 
people  will  be  glad  to  see  you  once  more  in  the 
Cheverel  pulpits.  How  little  did  you  and  I think 
that  I should  ever  have  been  Rector  of  Great- 
Cheverel ; a living  which,  till  lately,  belonged  to 
Queen’s  College,  Cambridge.  How  wonderful  are 
the  ways  of  Providence  ! 

‘ Hebr.  xi.  4. 

Z 
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“The  inclosed  little  paper  is  a kind  of  syllabus, 
(or  hints,)  for  me  and  my  Curate  to  enlarge  on  in 
our  conversation  with  the  people. — I am  more  and 
more  convinced  that  little  good  is  done  compara- 
tively by  preaching,  to  what  may  he  done  by 
visitation  from  house  to  house.  See  Acts  xx.  20®; 
and  Dr.  Lucas’s  ‘ Influence  of  Religious  Conversa- 
tion, with  the  Regulation  of  it.’ — In  his  larger 
work,  entitled*  An  Enquiry  after  Happiness,’  he  has 
this  striking  sentiment ; which  I wish  was  more 
seriously  regarded  : — ‘ If  discourse  were  generally 
“ seasoned  with  grace*^,”  conversation  would  be 
the  greatest  of  l)lessings;  if  with  sense  and  reason, 
innocence  and  prudence,  it  would  be  the  most 
agreeable  entertainment  of  life  : but  how  mischiev- 
ous is  the  acquaintance,  which  infects  us  with 
vanity  and  levity  of  spirit ; which  shews  us  nothing, 
but  a gaudy  outside,  and  a frothy  soul ; whose  ex- 
ample binds  men  in  civility  to  be  foolish ; and 
makes  confidence,  vice,  and  loss  of  time,  a 
fashion  !’ 

“God  bless  you,  and  your  wife  ! Amen.  I am 
with  great  regard.  Yours  sincerely,  J.  S.’’ 

(2G.) 

» “And  how  I kept  back  nothing  that  was  profitable  unto  you, 
hut  have  sljewed  you,  and  have  taught  you  publicly,  and  from 
house  to  house.*’ 

^ Col.  iv.  0. 
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LETTER  31.  TO  THE  REV.  TH03IAS  STEDM^VN. 

“ Bristol- Wells,  Jem.  10,  1787. 


“There  is  no  great  merit  in  the  sermon  you  speak 
of ; but  the  subject  is  naturally  striking ; and  in- 
chnes  the  hearers  to  be  serious  and  attentive.  Do 
you  remember  a remark  I mentioned  to  you  of  a 
very  judicious  clerical  friend  in  regard  to  sermons 
on  death,  and  eternity  ? He  advised  me,  as  it  was 
his  own  practice,  whenever  I preached  in  a place, 
where  I was  a stranger,  to  discourse  on  death,  and 
eternitv.  These  subjects,  said  he,  demand  atten- 
tion, and  prevent  censure  ; especially  as  people  in 
general  are  too  much  disposed  to  censure  con- 
scientious Ministers,  who  are  much  in  earnest. 

“ I lately  preached  a sermon  on  this  text, 
‘ Keepers  at  home‘s,’  and  shall  preach  it  again 
next  Sunday  at  the  Wells  chapel.  I will  transcribe 
you  a passage  or  two  from  it: — ‘ Young  women 
should  learn  from  the  considerations  here  sug- 
gested, to  be  discreet  in  the  management  of  them- 
selves ; to  be  “ keepers  at  home,”  and  not  spend 
their  time  (especially  their  mornings,)  in  dissipation 
and  idleness,  going  from  house  to  house,  and 
sauntering  about.  Instead  of  this,  they  should  be 
improving  their  minds,  looking  into  the  affairs, 
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and  attending  to  the  business,  of  their  own  families. 
They  should  always  appear  to  be  best  pleased, 
when  they  are  in  their  own  houses,  and  regulating 
their  domestic  concerns  with  economy  and  pru- 
dence. But  alas  ! how  difierent  are  the  generality 
of  young  women,  (married  as  well  as  single,)  in  the 
present  day,  from  what  they  ought  to  he,  and  those 
in  former  times  used  to  he.  How  little  attention 
do  they  pay  to  the  injunctions  of  the  Apostle. 
How  melancholy  is  it  to  think,  that  so  many  of 
them  are  in  these  times  trained  up  and  act  quite 
contrary  to  the  manner  which  the  Apostle  re- 
commends. And  what  is  the  consequence  of  it  ? 
Is  it  not,  that,  instead  of  being  “keepers  at 
home,”  too  many  of  them  are  never  easy  but 
when  from  home  ? “ They  learn  to  be  idle,”  says 

the  Apostle,  “wandering  from  house  to  house''.” 
Ignorant  of  domestic  economy,  they  make  most 
wretched  wives,  improper  managers  of  servants, 
inattentive  mothers,  and  unprofitable  members  of 
society.  They  are  strangers  to  the  duties  they 
owe  to  God,  their  fellow  creatures,  and  them- 
selves.’ 

“Here  I describe  what  they  ought  to  be;  and 
then  observe  : — ‘ By  a contrary  deportment,  they 
will  alienate  the  affections  of  tlieir  husbands,  if 
married,  as  well  as  of  their  relations  ; and  not 
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only  so,  but  give  occasion  to  the  enemies  of 
Christianity  to  speak  reproachfully.’ 

“ I then  observe,  that  they  are  in  an  enemy’s 
country ; where  they  are  exposed  to  censure, 
scandal,  &c.  : and  that  great  circumspection  is 
necessary  to  preserve  the  esteem  of  the  wise  and 
good,  and  to  secure  valuable  husbands  ; and  that 
their  characters  may  be  blasted  by  imprudence, 
without  vice ; and  they  may  be  disgraced.  I 
then  proceed  thus  : — 

“ ‘ What  happiness  then  do  you  think  you  shall 
enjoy  ? From  whence  will  it  come  ? — From  your 
husband?  Ah!  no!  Him  you  have  neglected; 
his  affairs  you  have  disregarded. — From  your 
children  ? No  ! Left  to  themselves,  ruined  in 
their  education,  they  at  length  rise  up  against 
you. — From  your  other  friends  ? No  ! They  have 
been  ashamed  of  your  conduct. — From  the  world  ? 
No  ! That  will  forsake  you,  when  you  are  neg- 
lected by  your  friends.  Will  your  happiness  come 
from  God  ? No!  His  commands  you  have  broken. 
His  precepts  you  have  violated,  His  authority  you 
have  disregarded. — God  Almighty  grant  that  by 
your  own  sad  experience  you  may  never  confirm 
the  propriety  of  these  remarks  !’ 

“ This  is  a little  specimen  of  a sermon ; which, 
wherever  I preach  it,  the  old  extol,  and  the  young 
depreciate.  But  I have  long  learnt  the  Prophet’s 
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injunction,  ‘ Set  thy  face  as  a flint®.’  I fear 
God,  but  have  no  other  fear : and  would  not 
‘ prophesy  smooth  things  ®,’  in  order  to  curry 
favour  with  the  worldly-minded 

“ Mrs.  Stonhouse  is  in  a very  indifferent  state 
of  health,  which  occasions  me  perjietual  anxiety,  as 
she  is  one  of  the  best  \vives  man  was  ever  blessed 
with.  But  God’s  will  be  done  in  this,  and  in 
every  thing.  ' Shall  man  i-eceive  good  at  the 
hands  of  God,  and  not  eviB?’  ‘ Shall  a living 
man  complains.^’  He  lives  to  make  his  peace 
with  God  ; and  to  obtain  forgiveness  of  his  sins. 

“ I am  seventy-one,  and  tolerably  well : though 
I have  that  formidable  complaint  the  stone  ; which 
obliges  me  to  take  nauseous  medicines  thrice  every 
day,  and  I am  restricted  greatly  in  my  diet  and 
liquids.  But  God  forbid  1 should  murmur  even 
in  thought,  when  I consider  my  many  blessings; 
and  that,  thouglr  a sinner,  I am  alive ; and  have  a 
Redeemer,  and  Sanctifier. ^ — 1 am  frequently  medi- 
tating on  that  comfortable  text,  Hosea  xiii.  9**; 
likewise  on  Rom.  xv.  13*;  and  Luke  xi.  13**. 

® Isaiah  XXX.  10;  1.  7.  ^ Job  ii.  10.  K Lament.  Hi.  39. 

O Israel,  thou  hast  de.stroyeil  thyself,  but  in  Me  is  thine  help.*' 

* Now  the  God  of  hope  till  you  with  all  joy  and  peace  in  be- 
lieving, tluit  ye  may  abound  in  hope,  through  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.’’ 

“ If  ye  then,  being  evil,  know  how  to  give  good  gifts  unto  your 
children,  liow  imu-h  more  shall  your  heaveuly  Father  give  the 
Holy  St»inix  to  them  that  ask  Him.” 
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“ Baxter’s  Di/i/iff  Thoughts,  (as  abridged  by 
Fawcett,)  I have  almost  learnt  by  heart.  I am 
continually  reading  and  quoting  them  in  my 
letters,  &c.  What  he  says,  page  39,  on  being 
chained  to  the  top  of  a steeple',  is  very  striking 

and  rational:  I might  add  comfortable.” 

(27.) 

LETTER  32.  TO  THE  REV.  TII05US  STEDM.VX. 

“ Bisham- Abbey,  near  Maidenhead,  July  24,  1787. 

“ Mrs.  Stonhouse,  myself,  and  youngest  son, 
came  here  last  Saturday,  and  intend  to  stay  about 
a fortnight.  I am  now  seventy  miles  from  home ; 
and  am  rather  uneasy,  lest  I should  have  a return 
of  my  complaints,  and  not  be  able  to  get  to 
Cheverel.  It  was  with  great  difficulty  I was 
persuaded  to  come,  having  in  a manner  deter- 
mined last  year  never  to  go  farther  than  to  Bath 
and  Bristol,  which  I can  do  in  a few  hours  : but 


1 “ Were  I on  tho  top  of  a cjustle  or  steople,  fastened  by  the 
strongest  chains,  or  guarded  by  the  surest  battlements,  I could 
not  possibly  look  down  without  fear:  and  so  it  is  with  our  prospect 
into  the  life  to  come.  If  therefore  rny  soul  sees  undeniable  evidence 
of  immortality,  and  is  able  by  irrefragable  arguments  to  prove  a 
future  blessedness;  if  I am  convinced  that  divine  promises  are  true, 
and  trust  my  soul,  and  all  rny  hope  upon  them;  then,  neither  my 
averseness  to  die,  nor  rny  irrational  fear  of  entering  upon  eternity, 
can  invalidate  the  reasons  of  my  hope,  nor  prove  the  iinsoundnesH  of 
my  faith,  but  only  the  weakness  of  it.  ‘ Why  are  ye  fearful,  O ye 
of  little  faith?’ — was  Chiuht's  just  reproof  to  His  Disciples.  (St. 
Matth.  viii.  26.)  A timorous  heart  needs  to  be  chided,  Iry  saying, 
‘Why  art  thou  ca.st  down,  O my  soul?  and  why  art  thou  disr^uieted 
within  me?  Hope  thou  in  God,  tkc.”  (Psalm  xliii.  5.) 
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a strong  desire  of  seeing  iny  grand-cliildren, 
(seven  out  of  eight  being  now  here,  and  with 
whom  I am  highly  delighted,)  and  my  wife  and 
son  accompanying  me,  induced  me  to  undertake 
so  long  a journey.  It  is  the  last,  however,  I 
think,  I shall  ever  be  prevailed  upon  to  attempt. 

“ I preached  on  the  second  Sunday  in  March 
last  in  the  Abbey  Church  at  Bath  in  the  morning, 
and  at  St.  James’s  in  the  afternoon,  to  the  largest 
audiences  perhaps  I ever  had  ; and  then  made  a 
public  declaration,  that  I would  never  preach  any 
more  at  Bath.  And  on  the  la.st  Sunday  of  the 
same  month,  in  a solemn  and  pathetic  address  I 
took  my  farewell  of  my  audience  at  Bristol,  in 
St.  Werburgh’s  church,  where  I had  preached 
every  winter  for  five  vears  after  mv  resicrnation  of 
the  lectureship  of  All-Saints  ; and  the  Sunday 
before  at  the  cathedral  to  a large  congregation, 
who  knew  it  was  the  last  time  I should  ever  more 
ascend  that  pulpit ; exhorting  my  hearers,  strongly 
and  affectionately,  to  profit  by  the  word  preached. 
I have  now  for  ever  done  with  all  public  preaching : 
I say  public,  for,  so  long  as  1 am  able,  I shall 
generally  ])rcach  once  on  a Sunday  cither  at  Great 
or  Little-Chcverel ; and  in  the  winter  at  a small 
chapel  opj)osite  mv  lodgings  at  the  Wells  some- 
times perhaps,  if  I am  tolerablv  well,  as  speaking 
there  will  he  much  the  same  as  in  mv  own  parlour  ; 
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and  the  jMinister  of  it  and  I are  very  intimate 
friends,  whose  pulpit  is  the  same  as  my  own,  and 
it  will  be  no  fatigue  to  me,  as  in  the  large  churches 
of  Bath  and  Bristol.  I am  very  thankful,  that 
God  has  enabled  me  to  preach  for  four  and  twenty 
years;  and  earnestly  pray,  that  He  may  send  more 
successful  labourers  into  His  vineyard,  and  bless 
the  dying  embers  of  my  ministry.  Long  may  you 
live  a blessing  to  your  people,  and  be  enabled  to 
do  much  good  among  them  ! 

“ ‘Five  thousand  souls  in  your  parish,’  say  you  ? 
This  is  the  fault  of  society  to  allot  so  many  to  one 
Minister,  not  yours.  You  cannot  do,  as  you  would 
in  a small  parish,  or  in  a village.  It  is  impossible. 
Pray  see  an  Address  by  Mr.  Robinson,  Y'icar  of 
St.  IMary’s,  in  Leicester,  to  his  numerous  pa- 
rishioners, who  is  a very  conscientious  clergyman"’. 
You  will  meet  with  some  useful  hints  in  it.  He 
justly  says,  he  cannot  visit  personally  all  the 
famUies  of  so  large  a parish  ; but  he  has  told 
them,  he  will  do  what  he  can  ; and  desires  them 
to  send  for  him,  or  his  curate,  if  in  sickness,  or 
under  any  circumstance  in  which  they  would  wish 
to  see  him.  All  you  can  do  is  to  press  them  in 
your  sermons  to  come  to  your  house,  or  send  for 

" Thomad  Uobinson,  Author  of  “ Scripture  CharacterH,  or  a 
Practical  Improvement  of  the  principal  Histories  of  the  Uhl  and 
New  Testament,”  and  other  religious  works;  born  1749,  died  1613. 
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you  to  theirs.  Disperse  good  books,  catechize, 
instruct  in  the  sacrament  those  few  young  people 
of  the  age  of  sixteen,  who  will  come  to  you. 

“ I sent  yesterday  for  the  pamphlet  you  recom- 
mend against  the  Socinians  ; who,  I am  sorry  to 
find,  increase  not  a little.  On  their  principles  the 
Gospel  is  scarcely  worthy  of  that  name,  and  aflbrds 
little  comfort.  I am  the  more  desirous  of  seeing 
the  pamphlet,  as  you  tell  me  a man  of  Dr.  Adams’s" 
great  judgment  approves  it.  I lately  read  (not 
having  perused  it  for  some  years,)  the  Doctor’s 
Answer  to  Hume  on  the  Miracles ; which  I really 
think  one  of  the  most  excellent  pieces  of  contro- 
versy extant,  and  indeed  the  most  satisfactory. — 
Pray  send  me  his  Catechism  for  the  use  of  his 
Sunday  school  at  Counde.  I venerate  his  dispo- 
sition to  serve  his  feUow-creatures  at  his  great  age, 
and  his  condescension  to  men  of  low  estate  ; not- 
withstanding we  may  differ  in  our  sentiments,  as 
you  very  well  know  we  do.  You  tell  me  he  is 
eighty- one  : a remarkably  fine  man  for  his  age  : 
quite  a prodigy. 

“ I think  our  friend  Mr.  Orton’s  Reflections"  will 
he  very  useful  ; and  I pray  God  they  may  meet 
with  the  reception  they  deserve.  You  may  de- 

0 William  Ailnms^  born  1707;  blaster  of  Pembroke  College, 
Oxford,  177i);  died  1789. 

‘ Probably  his  “ Exj)osition  of  the  Old  Testament/’  i^*c.  C voU. 
8vo.  1788-91. 
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pend  on  it  I will  exert  myself  to  the  utmost  to  for- 
ward the  subscription  to  them.  But,  in  this  ex- 
travagant age,  few  care  to  subscribe  to  any  work, 
however  useful.  I have  met  with  some  repulses 
already  : but  they  shall  not  discourage  me  from 
taking  eveiy  probable  opportunity  of  succeeding 
in  my  application,  though  it  is  rather  a disagree- 
able task  ; but  mv  regard  to  Mr.  Orton’s  memory 
bears  down  every  obstacle.  My  motto  on  this 
occasion  is, 

‘ Tu  ne  cede  malis,  sed  contra  audentior  ilo^.’ 

“ I recommended  to  the  editor  a careful  perusal 
of  Jameson,  who  is  one  of  the  most  masterly  com- 
mentators on  the  five  books  of  Moses  I am  ac- 
quainted with  ; because  he  has  selected,  very  judi- 
ciously, the  remarks  of  the  most  eminent  writers 
on  the  Pentateuch,  and  added  to  them  his  own. 

“ If  1 hear  of  any  curate  likely  to  suit  you,  when 
I return,  and  converse  with  Mr.  R.  on  the  sub- 
ject, I will  write  to  you  immediately.  Do  not  be 
in  an  hurry  ; as  it  is  a matter  of  the  utmost  con- 
sequence to  your  peace,  and  your  people’s  good, 
that  you  have  a serious  preacher,  and  a man  who 
will  treat  you  properly. 

“IVIrs.  S.  unites  with  me  in  kind  remembrance 
to  your  good  mother  and  sister.  I wi.sli  we  were 
f Virgil,  Aen.  vi.  95. 
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able  to  give  them  the  meeting  at  Shrewsbury,  and 
see  them,  you,  and  your  good  wife.  Sed  heu ! 
fata  negant.  I am  now  an  old  man,  and  must 
gradually  loosen  myself  from  every  attachment  on 
this  side  of  the  grave.  Almost  all  my  friends, 
who  set  out  with  me  in  life,  have  passed  over 
Jordan  before  me;  and  it  must  be  my  constant 
endeavour  to  prepare  myself  for  that  passage. 
God  grant  that  it  may  be  a safe  one  !” 

(28.) 

LETTER  33.  TO  THE  REV.  TII03LVS  STEDJl^LK. 

“ Clicvcrcl,  Oct.  15,  1787. 

“ As  I have  this  opjjortunity  of  having  my  letter 
franked,  I would  not  neglect  to  acknowledge  your 
very  acceptable  letter ; and  to  thank  you  for  the 
trouble  you  have  given  yourself  in  transcribing 
our  friend  Mr.  Orton’s  truly  pious  letter.  He 
has  at  times  written  to  me  to  the  same  effect. — I 
often  think  in  regard  to  myself  of  what  he  says  in 
it : — ‘ People  read  my  writings,  or  hear  me  preach, 
and  see  my  outside  only  ; but  know  not  the  plague 
of  my  heart,  the  sad  remains  of  corruption,  and 
sensual  affections,  distracted,  cold  devotions,  lan- 
guid love,  and  little  zeal.’ — I am  well  acquainted 
with  his  comfortable  discourse  on  Isaiah  xlvi.  4.*! — 

“Ami  even  to  your  old  a^c  I am  He ; even  to  hoar  hairs  will  I 
carry  you  ; I have  imulc,  ami  I will  hear  ; even  1 will  curry  and 
will  deliver  you.'*  See  Disoxu'ses  to  the  Disc.  0. 
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A very  valuable  promise  to  His  aged  servants. 
‘ Lord  ! 1 believe  : help  Thou  mine  unbelief  !’ 

“ I met  lately  with  the  follownng  prayer,  which 
I frequently  make  use  of  — ‘ Give  me,  O Lord,  the 
genuine  humilitv,  in  wdiich  Thou  delightest.  Let 
an  abiding  sense  of  my  vile  self  and  sinful  services 
be  ever  on  my  mind.  When  the  deceiver  would 
cause  me  to  compare  myself  with  myself,  or  others, 
may  I still  turn  to  Thy  holy  law,  and  be  confounded 
before  Thee  in  the  dust.  And,  when  the  gifts 
Thou  hast  bestowed  on  me  would  puff  me  up,  let 
me  remember  not  only  that  they  are  received,  but 
what  an  abuse  has  been  made  of  them,  and  how 
much  cause  I have  for  confusion  instead  of  glori- 
fying before  Thee.’ 

“ What  was  inserted  in  the  Paper,  respecting 
Mrs.  Doddridge,  is  a downright  untruth;  and  would 
have  been  contradicted,  but  that  the  news-writer 
refused  to  do  it.  She  is  by  no  means  in  necessit- 
ous circumstances.  The  Dissenters  have  acted 
liberally  towards  her  ; and  some  other  friends  pre- 
sent her  with  an  annual  subscription ; though,  w'ere 
this  not  the  case,  she  has  the  wherewithal  to  sup- 
port herself.  She  is  upwards  of  fourscore,  very 
infirm,  and  often  in  great  pain : a most  excellent 
woman 

“ My  calculous  complaints  increase  upon  me,  not- 

' St.  Mark  ix.  21. 
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withstanding  the  medicines  I take  ; and  I have  but 
a melancholy  prospect  before  me,  should  it  please 
God  to  prolong  my  life.  My  exit  will  probably  be 
a very  painful  one.  I daily  pray  for  patience  and 
resignation  ; and  am  very  thankful,  that  I have  any 
sense  of  pardon,  faith  in  Christ,  and  hope  of  glory. 
I pity  from  my  heart  every  one  who  is  a stranger 
to  prayer,  and  the  comforts  of  the  Gospel. — I en\"}' 
no  rich  man  his  riches,  no  sensual  man  his  plea- 
sures, no  honourable  man  his  titles.  I covet  the 
true  riches,  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Jesus  Christ. 
A man  at  my  time  of  life  (however  he  may  deceive 
himself,)  can  have  no  solid  comfort  but  in  God  ; 
and  in  a calm  meditation  on  death,  and  eternity. 
I beg  of  God  to  loosen  me  more  and  more  from 
this  world,  to  reconcile  me  to  my  dissolution,  and 
to  remove  from  me  the  terror  of  death. 

“ I sincerely  rejoice,  that  Providence  has  allotted 
you  so  valuable  a wife,  and  make  no  doubt,  but 
you  will  be  able  to  say,  what  I can,  that  after 
above  thirty  years’  marriage,  I should  again  make 
the  same  choice,  was  I at  liberty.  Nothing  can 
be  more  tender  of  me,  nor  more  affectionate  ; but 
alas  ! j)oor  woman,  sbe  is  in  a very  indifferent 
state  of  health  ; and  will  probably  die  before  me. 
— I long  to  see  you  and  your  wife,  and  wish  you 
would  pay  us  a visit.  As  for  me,  my  travelling 
days  arc  past ; my  race  is  almost  run,  and  I must 
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soon  bid  an  etcFnal  adieu  to  every  thing  sublu- 
nary ; but  while  I remain  here,  number  among 
your  sincere  friends,  J.  S.” 

(■29.) 

LETTER  34.  TO  THE  REV.  TltOJIAS  STEDM.VN. 

“ Cheverel,  Nov.  9,  1787. 

“lam  concerned  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  * 
but  she  sleeps  happy.  I hope  one  day  to  meet 
her,  her  father,  Mr.  Orton,  Dr,  Doddridge,  and 
many  others  of  my  excellent  friends.  Dissenters 
and  Churchmen.  I bless  God,  I believe  in  the 
Communion  of  Saints,  and  in  the  universal  Church 
of  Christ  : and  hope  Dr.  * *,  Dr.  *,  and  many 
others,  with  whom  I agree  in  heart,  though  I may 
differ  in  some  particulars,  may  be  my  blessed  com- 
panions in  an  endless  eternity. 

“ I have  in  my  study  what  I call  a burning- 
drawer,  with  a large  capital  ‘B.’  fixed  upon  it,  to 
be  a guide  to  my  executors  ; in  which  are  my  own 
private  papers,  and  the  letters  of  some  particular 
friends ; which  in  order  to  refresh  my  memory 
with  I sometimes  read,  and  know  not  well  how  to 
part  with : though  I believe  I shall  myself  bum 

almost  every  thing  in  it®.” 

(30.) 

• Pos.sibly  the  Doetor  received  the  hint  of  a hurning-drawer  from 

the  will  of  Ahp.  Terini.son,  in  which  i.s  the  following  clause  : “ And 

whereas,  I have  several  books  and  papers  in  a deal-press  marked  ‘ li,’ 
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LETTER  35.  TO  THE  REV.  TIIOJLVS  STED.M.VX. 

“ Bristol-  Wells,  Feb.  1 788. 

“ Sydenham  says‘,  the  gout  is  Nature’s  bitter 
remedy  ; and,  while  the  constitution  has  strength 
to  tlirow  it  off,  (as  yours  has,)  it  is  a benefit.  But 
it  is  indeed  a bitter  remedy.  I wish  you  well 
through  it,  and  shall  be  glad  to  hear  you  are  got 
about  again  ; and  hope  you  will  have  an  healthy 
summer  after  it. 

“ I will  tiy  to  get  Professor  Franck’s  “ tract  re- 
printed by  some  benevolent  serious  Christian  at 
Bristol- Wells,  or  Bath.  It  is  an  excellent  book  in 
my  opinion.  And  be  he  ever  so  unfashionable,  his 
is  the  religion,  that  supports  me  under  the  stone, 
and  in  the  continual  views  of  death  and  eternity. 
I have  neither  comfort  nor  pleasure  in  any 
writings,  but  such  as  Baxter’s,  Doddridge’s,  Or- 
ton’s, and  all  of  that  stamp  : and  unless  Christ 
(His  merits,  mediation,  and  intercession,)  be  inter- 
woven with  the  very  essence  of  the  writings  I 
read,  I find  a vacuity,  and  am  soon  weary  of 
them.  But  Baxter’s  Dijiny  Thoughts,  and  Dod- 


rtud  in  n clenl-box  niarkod  ‘ JI,’  I do  horohj*  direct  and  appoint  my 
executors  to  ciiu.'-e  all  the  said  hooks  and  papers  to  be  burnt  and 
destroyed  within  ten  days  after  my  decease,  and  not  to  suffer  any 
person  to  look  into  tliese  or  any  of  those  books  and  papers.’*  [Note 
by  Stedman.]  > Df  Podagra,,  §11. 

“ Proliably  Aug.  Herm.  Francke,  the  founder  of  the  Orphan 
House  at  Gluuclia,  near  Ilulle;  born  16C3,  died  1727. 
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driclge’s  Rise  and  Progress,  delight  and  revive  me. 
In  the  sentiments  of  these  men  I shall  live  and 
die.  They  are  like  a good  warm  surtout  to  the 
body.  I feel  their  effects  on  my  soul. — Professor 
Franck  was  wonderfully  blessed  as  a Minister. 

“I  highly  approve  your  design  of  publisliing  Mr. 
Orton’s  Letters.  You  are  very  welcome  to  in- 
scribe them  to  me,  if  you  please.  I have  no  ob- 
jection to  your  inserting  my  name  in  any  thing 
from  him.  I honour  his  friendship,  which  I en- 
joyed for  at  least  forty  years 

“I  recommend  early  rising  : it  promotes  health, 
and  prolongs  life.  I have  been  an  early  riser  all 
my  life, 

“I  sincerely  condole  with  Mr.  * on  the  death  of 
his  wife  ; and  the  more  so,  as  I fear  it  will  soon 
be  my  own  case  ; Mrs,  Stonhouse  being  very  in- 
different, which  gi-eatly  alarms  me,  and  makes  me 
very  unhappy  indeed  : yet  I am  obliged  to  appear 
cheerful,  while  grief  sits  heavy  on  my  heart ; and 
I am  ill  myself.  But  God  knows  what  is  best  for 
us.  Thanks  for  your  consolations.  I endeavour 
to  apply  texts  of  Scripture,  as  I recommend  to 
others  in  my  books,  and  find  it  useful  and  sup- 
porting.”  

(31.) 

In  1788  he  published  the  longest  of  his  works, 
entitled  “ The  Sick  Man’s  Friend,”  which  he  after- 

B b 
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wards  republished  with  the  additional  title,  “ Eveiy 
Man’s  Assistant,  and  the  Sick  Man’s  Friend,”  and 
which  reached  the  third  edition  before  his  death*. 
It  consists  partly  of  original  matter,  and  partly  of 
compilations  from  his  own  Tracts  and  other  works 
of  devotion  ; and  is  altogether  a very  useful  manual, 
either  for  the  use  of  the  sick,  or  those  in  attendance 
upon  them.  At  the  end  he  added  the  Offices  for 
the  Visitation  and  Communion  of  the  Sick  from 
the  Liturgy,  with  some  Remarks  and  Examinations, 
which  were  also  published  in  a separate  form. 

LETTER  30.  TO  THE  REV.  TIIOJWS  STED5IAX. 

“March,  1788. 

“ On  Saturday  last  I was  very  ill  indeed  ; but 
(blessed  he  God  !)  I am  now  better.  1 have  been 
confined  to  my  house  for  a fortnight  this  day  ; and 
to  my  chamber  the  greatest  part  of  the  time.  I 
much  want  the  prayers  of  my  brethren,  and  am 
thankful  for  yours.  I had  the  sacrament  admin- 
istered to  me  this  morning,  (see  page  99  of  my 
Sick  Man’s  Friend,)  but  I was  rather  fatigued  by 
attempting  to  kneel  and  make  the  responses.  i\Iy 
weakness  is  verv  great.  My  dear  wife  is  mucli 
the  same  : 1 dread  the  catastrojihe. 

» Thiis  little  work  is  not  inclnded  in  the  Collection  of  his  Tracts 
edited  l)v  his  sun,  but  was  reprinted  in  1839  at  Oxford  for  W’ush- 
bourne,  London  : wliicli  is  the  edition  referred  to  in  this  work. 

r p.  U6,  ed.  1839. 
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“I  presume,  by  this  time  you  have  received  my 
book^:  in  which  (on  one  of  the  blank  leaves,)  I 
have  borne  my  testimony  to  the  regard  I entertain 
for  you.  Blessed  be  God!  that  He  has  spared  my 
life  to  finish  it ; and  I hope  bv  His  gracious  influ- 
ence, it  will  do  me  good  at  least,  though  it  should 
have  no  such  effect  on  anv  one  else.  It  lies  at  my 
right  hand,  that  I may  occasionally  dip  into  it ; 
and  supply  myself  with  a few  thoughts  for  medi- 
tation. 

“ I don’t  think  you  do  stand  on  ticklish  ground, 
respecting  the  publication  of  Mr.  Orton’s  Letters, 
because  you  are  Minister  of  a parish  in  the  town 
where  he  was  so  much  venerated,  and  his  cha- 
racter is  universally  esteemed.  Though  a Dissenter, 
he  always  conducted  himself  with  great  prudence 
and  moderation,  and  had  a good  report  of  all  who 
knew  him.  I like  the  specimens  you  sent  me  of 

them  verj'  much 

“ But  I can  add  no  more.  The  writing  this  has 
fatigued  me  more  than  you  can  well  imagine.  I 
am  very  weak,  and  can  scarcely  walk  across  the 
room  without  support,  and  look  pale  as  a corpse. 
But  as  my  fever  and  violent  cough  abate,  my  looks 

will  be  restored.  Adieu!” 

(32.) 


' “ The  Sick  Man’s  Friend.’ 
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UiTTEII  37.  TO  THE  REV.  TIIOMA.S  STEDJLVX. 

“ Brislol-Wctls,  March  31,  1788. 

“ You  say, — ‘ Methinks,  I can  recollect  some  in- 
stances in  iny  conduct,  while  I was  your  Curate, 
which  were  not  quite  right.’  Ah ! my  dear  sir, 
let  him,  who  is  perfect,  cast  the  first  stone.  My 
reply  is,  as  to  you, 

‘ Ubi  plura  nitent — , non  ego  panels 
Ofl'endar  maculis“.’ 

I have  long  forgot  tidfles ; and  entertain  a most 
heart-felt  regard  for  you. 

“ I congratulate  you  on  having  so  wise  and  faith- 
ful a friend  as  Mr.  * * ; which  is  a great  blessing. 
13ut  let  me  give  you  one  caution,  and  a most  im- 
portant one  it  is  : that,  whenever  a man  publishes 
a book,  he  should  never  consult  above  one,  or  two 
friends  at  most.  Different  persons  have  different 
views  of  things  ; and  then  you  lay  yourself  under 
a difficulty  how  to  act  without  disobliging. — In 
writing  my  last  hook,  I never  consulted  any  person 
living  till  I had  finished  it.  I then  went  to  a most 
judicious  person,  and  said,  ‘ 1 will  publish  or  not, 
as  you  advise.  We  will  read  over  the  whole  toge- 
ther, and  alter,  as  we  go  on.’  We  did  so.  ]\Iy 
friend  declared  for  publication.  I then  asked  ano- 


Ilornce,  Do  Ar(o  Poi't.  v.  351. 
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ther  friend  his  sentiments,  as  to  some  dubious 
points ; and  followed  his  sentiments. — Now  in 
case  you  consult  Mr.  * *,  me,  Mr.  Orton’s  rela- 
tions, &c.,  you  will  be  hampered  and  uncomfort- 
able, and  perhaps  at  last  throw  the  whole  aside. 
Tell  ]\Ir.  * * your  determination  to  publish,  and  ask 
his  advice  as  to  any  particular  passages 

“ I strongly  recommend  to  you  Daubeny’s 
‘ Twelve  Lectures  on  the  Church  Catechism  ele- 
gant, pious,  and  useful. — Mr.  Dauheny  is  a native  of 
Bristol,  his  brother  late  member  for  that  city  : he 
was  of  Winchester  School,  and  is  Fellow  of  that 
College ; very  exemplary  in  his  parish ; has  built 
a noble  parsonage  house  on  his  living ; and  does 
great  acts  of  charity  there;  and  is  going  at  his 
own  expense  to  build  and  endow  a charity-school. 
He  sometimes  calls  on  me  at  Cheverel,  as  his 
living  is  in  Wiltshire,  not  far  from  me. 

“ ‘A  Farewell  to  the  Vanities  of  the  World'’,’ 
which  I mentioned  to  you  lately,  will  he  reprinted 
next  month.  I believe  I shall  write  a preface  to 
it,  though  without  my  name.  There  are  some 
uncouth  expressions  in  it,  which  must  he  altered  : 
hut  on  the  whole,  it  is  sensible,  and  pious  ; and 
shew's  the  author  was  a good  man.  It  is  to  me  a 
treasure.  It  contains  a farewell  to  riches,  &c., 

/I  pious  Meditation,  composed  in  the  seventeenth  Century,  hy  John 
fyhitson,  &c.,  was  first  jnihlishcil  in  1729,  by  tlie  Ubv.  Thoimis  Ford. 
The  last  edition  is  that  by  the  Rev.  John  Eden,  Uristol,  1829.  8vti. 
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those  idols  of  earthly  minds — a farewell  to  honours 
— a farewell  to  pleasures — a farewell  to  know- 
ledge, 8ic. — a farewell  to  health  and  strength — a 
farewell  to  wife,  the  joy  of  mv  heart,  (says  he,)  the  [j 
stay  and  comfort  of  my  old  age — a farewell  to  | 
friends.  He  mentions  his  hopes  of  heaven,  and  <j 
his  preparation  for  death,  and  desire  of  patience  ' 
under  all  the  infirmities  of  body,  and  troubles  of 
this  life.  He  gives  directions  for  his  funeral — 
good  and  striking — his  funeral  text.  Psalm  xlii.  2.*^ 

‘ My  soul  longeth  for  God,’  &c. 

“ I shall  never  have  my  book  out  of  my  pocket,  | 
or  from  ofi’  my  table,  till  death  deprives  me  of  it. 

I am  often  in  the  day  consoling  myself  with  some 
of  its  contents.  I have  written  things  down  ; but  | 
I want  by  prayer  and  meditation  to  have  them  1 

written  in  my  heart  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  so  as  to 
support  me  in  the  hour  of  death.  See  the  prayer 
for  a very  penitent  sick  person,  page  1S7‘',  written 
for  myself  many  years  ago,  when  I lived  at  North- 
ampton. 

“ I am  at  ]>resent  in  a state  of  infant  weakness  ; ■ 

and  have  not  been  out  of  my  chamber  three  weeks  « 
yesterday.  Going  to  Shrewsbury,  and  an  East- 
India  vovage,  are  to  me  equally  practicable.”.  . . 

(33.)  ■ ' : 

« “ My  soul  is  athirst  for  God,  yea,  even  for  the  living  God; 
will'll  shall  1 come  to  appear  before  the  presence  of  UOD?” 
p.  212,  ed.  1839  : See  also  p.  54  of  this  volume. 
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LETTER  38.  TO  THE  REV.  TIIOJLVS  STEDM.VX. 

“ /Ipril,  1788. 

!■ 

[i  “I  think  with  Dr.  * * ; and  can  see  no  objection 

ito  your  publishing  with  the  Letters,  the  Memoirs, 
which  he  left  behind  him,  of  his  family,  provided 
it  be  done  with  prudence.  You  say,  Mr.  Orton 

I enjoined  you  not  to  be  communicative  of  what  he 
wrote  to  you.  True.  MTiile  he  was  alive,  dis- 
agreeable circumstances  might  have  arisen  to  him 
from  such  a communication.  But  I think  such  a 
restriction  no  longer  subsists ; especially  as  you 
|i  will  guard  with  prudence  what  you  publish.  What 
||  is  the  Biographia  Britannica,  but  memoirs  of  per- 
il sons  there  recorded  ? And  (which  is  a case  full  in 
I point,)  what  is  his  own  Life  of  Doddridge,  which 
11  consists  much  of  extracts  from  the  doctor’s  letters 
and  diary  ? I approve  your  design,  as  the  wTiter 
I was  one  of  the  best  of  men,  wise,  pious,  judicious 
I and  benevolent;  and  as,  by  such  a publication,  he 
f will,  being  dead,  yet  speak,  and  speak  instruc- 
f tively 

I>  “Mrs.  Oldfield’s  will  be  a proper  name  to  insert 
a,  in  your  column  of  remarkable  persons.  I remem- 
> ber  her  ; but  was  then  not  above  ten  or  twelve 
3 years  old.  I saw  her  once  in  tragedy,  and  once 
0i  act  Lady  Townley,  when  the  play  of  The  Journey 
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to  London  came  first  upon  the  stage.  I have  some 
confused  idea  of  her  features.  She  has  been  dead 
a great  many  years®.  I used  to  hear,  that  she 
always  went  to  the  House  in  the  same  dress  she 
had  worn  at  dinner  in  her  visits  to  the  houses  of 
great  people ; for  she  was  much  caressed  on 
account  of  her  professional  merit,  and  her  con- 
nection with  Mr.  Churchill,  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough’s brother  : that  she  used  to  go  to  the 
playhouse  in  a chair,  attended  by  two  footmen  ; 
that  she  seldom  spoke  to  any  of  the  actors  : and 
was  allowed  a sum  of  money  to  buy  her  own 
clothes. 

“ I had  great  intimacy  with  some  of  the  most 
celebrated  of  the  Dramatis  Personae,  as  Delane, 
Woodward,  my  school-fellow,  Mrs.  Pritchard, 
Mrs.  Yates,  Mrs.  Palmer,  who  was  Mrs.  Prit- 
chard’s daughter,  and  Mr.  Palmer,  her  husband, 
who  was  a very  genteel  comedian,  Mr.  Garrick, 
&c.— But  where  are  they  now  ? Where  their 
a.stonishing  talents  ? Pulvis  ct  umbra  simms^.  Oh, 
that  people  would  in  this  view  well  weigh  the 
contents  of  my  book.  To  their  complexion  we 
must  all  come  at  last.  And  is  no  preparation  re- 
quisite ? — 

“ Robinson  is  a keen,  sensible  man,  and  a spirited 

' She  Jieil  Oct.  2.3,  1730.- Soc  the  T:ilU-r,  Xo.  212,  _[.\olc  by 
Stc’duian.J  ^ llorucc,  Od.  iv.  7.  10. 
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writer.  His  “Defence  of  the  Doctrine  of  theTrinity” 
is  one  of  the  best  books  we  have  on  the  subject. 
But  I am  grieved  to  find  that  he  is  since  embarked 
with  Priestley  h What  infinite  mischief  to  Chris- 
tianity has  that  one  man  done  ! — 

“Tlianks  for  your  Psalms  and  Hymns  ; which  is 
a good  collection  on  the  whole.  But  my  great 
favomite  of  all  Watts’s  is  omitted.  You  will  find 
it  in  the  second  book  of  his  hymns  s,  I quote  the 
two  following  stanzas  : — 

‘ Praise,  everlasting  praise,  be  paid 
To  Him  That  earth’s  foundation  laid: 

Praise  to  the  God  Whose  strong  decrees 
Sway  the  creation  as  He  please. 

‘ Oh,  for  a strong  and  lasting  faith. 

To  credit  what  the  Almighty  saith  ! 

To  embrace  the  message  of  His  Son, 

And  call  the  joys  of  Heaven  our  own.’ 

It  is  an  instructive,  striking  hymn.  I think  tlie 
very  best 

“ If  it  please  God  I should  go  again  to  Cheverel, 
and  you  can  contrive  to  pay  us  a visit  there,  you 
will  be  e.xpectcd  to  preach  ; which  if  you  do  not, 
I shall  give  you  no  dinner.  But,  if  you  think  you 
shall  not  be  welcome,  you  had  better  stay  away, 
and  run  no  risks.  Adieu!” 

(34.) 

* Uobert  Robinson,  a Dissontinp  Minister,  and  anllior  of  several 
theological  works,  born  in  1735,  and  died  in  1790. 

« Hjmn  60. 
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UriTEl:  ;i9.  TO  the  rev.  TIIOJI.VS  .STEDJLVJS'. 

“ Bristol- Wells,  April  1 •1',  1788. 

“ My  legs  swell  much,  and  pit  deep  through 
weakness  ; hut  I flatter  myself,  by  going  to  bed 
early  to  jirevent  their  hanging  down,  and  through 
strengthening  medicine,  they  will  he  in  time 
restored  to  their  usual  size ; though,  considering 
my  age,  it  is  doubtful 

“ The  Queen  has  most  of  mv  printed  Tracts: 
and  when  she  and  the  King  visited  at  Bisham- 
Abhey,  she  asked  my  daughter  Vansittart  after  me. 
I believe,  next  week,  (for  so  it  has  been  hinted  to 
me,)  my  late  publication  will  be  presented  to  her 
bv  one  of  the  ladies  of  the  bed-chamber. 

“ Modern  sermons  (generally  speaking,)  are 

very  short,  and  on  merely  moral  subjects.  Little 
mention  is  made  in  them  of  the  corruption  of  the 
human  heart,  the  operation  of  the  Spirit,  restora- 
tion bv  Christ,  a fitness  for  the  enjoyment  of 
Heaven,  supposing  a pardon  was  to  be  granted; 
for  without  a fitness  for  Heaven,  what  would  a 
[lardon  avail  ? — It  concerns  me  much  to  have  con- 
gregations fed  with  such  chafl'. — But  Gou  knows 
better  than  we  do  how  to  govern  His  own  world. 
1'hese  things  appear  dark  to  ns : but  He  directs 
the  whole  in  wisdom,  unerring  wisdom.  Let  us 
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therefore  mind  our  own  duty,  and  leave  every 

thinsr  else  to  His  Providence.” 

(35.) 

LETTER  40.  *■  TO  THE  REV.  TIIOJIAS  .STEDJLVN. 

“ Cheverel,  April  30,  1788. 

“I  am  ‘ sick  alike  of  envy  and  ap- 
plause'.’ ^\Tien  I am  dead  the  world  will  not 
concern  themselves  about  me,  nor  I any  longer 
about  them.  My  daily  prayer  is,  ‘ God,  he  mer- 
ciful to  me  a sinnerM’  Oh,  that  ‘my  soul  may 
magnify  the  Lord,  and  my  spirit  rejoice  in  God 
my  Saviour  !’ 

“ I am  much  better,  and  get  strength  : the 
swelling  of  my  legs  is  greatly  subsided.  I hope 
next  Sunday  (sitting  on  a stool,  for  I cannot  stand 

so  long,)  to  he  able  to  preach.” 

(36.) 

LETTER  41.  TO  THE  REV.  TIIO.MAS  STEDJLVN. 

“ 1788. 

“ 1 read  the  account  of  the  Fall  of  St.  Chad’s 
Church',  in  the  newspaper,  before  I received  your 


'■  The  preceding  part  of  this  letter  has  been  omitted  because  it 
contains  a sketch  of  his  early  life,  the  greater  part  of  which  has  been 
inserted  in  hi.s  own  words  in  the  eurlicr  portion  of  tliis  volume. 

‘ Pope's  Imitations  of  IJorace^  l)ook  i.  cp.  1. 

^ St.  Luke  xviii.  3.  k St.  Luke  i.  4fi. 

' July  9,  1788.  See  Owen's  Account  if  Shreicshnry^  p.  I.*)?  Ae. 
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letter.  What  a mercy  it  did  not  happen  during 
divine  service ! However, 

‘Aliquisque  malo  fuit  usus  in  illo"'.’ 

You  will  get  a new  and  more  convenient  church, 
in  which  you  may  be  heard,  instead  of  the  large 
old  Gothic  one. 

" Your  te.vt  on  the  Sunday  following,  ‘ It  is 
of  the  Lord’s  mercies  we  are  not  consumed 
was  very  apropos  ; as  was  your  subject  on  the 
thanksgiving  day  at  St.  Mary’s,  and  the  Psalms 
and  Lessons  were  judiciously  and  piously  chosen. 
1 am  glad  you  had  so  large  and  attentive  a con- 
gregation, and  that  your  parishioners  observed  the 
day  so  decently  and  piously,  by  shutting  up  their 
shops,  and  going  to  Church.  Alay  they  always 
retain  a grateful  sense  of  God’s  mercy  and  loving- 
kindness towards  them  ! I much  approve  your 
design  of  writing  a letter  to  them  on  the  occasion  ; 
and  wish,  when  it  is  printed,  you  would  send  me  a 
few  of  them  for  the  use  of  some  of  your  friends 
here,  who  greatly  regard  you.  You  have  acted 
with  great  proprictv,  and  as  a good  man,  on  this 
melancholy  accident. — If  you  should  write  to 
Salisbury  for  an  account  of  tbe  Fall  of  the  Tower 
of  St.  Edmund’s  Church  there”,  direct  your  letter 
to  Mr.  C.,  and  you  will  have  a speedy  answer. 

Ovid,  Metum.  ii.  332.  " Lami*nt.  iii.  2*2. 

* “ God's  Dplivurancc*»  or  u IMomorutivo  of  ilie  Full  of  the  Tower. 
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“I  am  now  reading  Law’s  Serious  Call  to  a Devout 
and  Holy  Life,  which  I have  not  read  for  forty 

“Amongst  the  many  eminent  mercies  that  the  inhabitants  of  St. 
Edmund’s  Parish  have  received,  we  may  reckon  the  .special  Provi- 
dence of  God,  whereby  we  the  parishioners  and  our  families  were 
saved  from  remarkable  and  imminent  dangers,  on  the  Sabbath  day, 
bemg  June  26,  1653;  when  the  Mayor,  and  many  other  principal 
inhabitants  of  the  city,  with  a great  multitude  of  godly  Christians 
were  met  at  St.  Edmund’s  Church  for  the  public  worship  of  God.’ 
rhe  walls  of  the  tower  thereof  were  become  ruinous,  broken,  and 
(by  the  unw-ary  attempts  of  some,  who  in  order  to  reparation  had 
uncovered  the  roof  and  undermiiicd  some  pillars,)  only  not  fallen. 
Ihe  mam  pillars  did  bulge  out,  and  sensibly  shake ; the  clefts  in 
the  walls  were  seen  to  open  and  shut  with  ringing  the  sermon-bell 
that  day,  neither  were  there  any  considerable  prop.s  set  to  support 
It:  .so  that  nothing  but  the  very  hand  of  Gud,  did  keep  the  stones 
and  timber  from  falling  until  the  next  day  that  His  own  people  were 
all  at  home;  and  then  He  so  sweetly  ordered  the  fall  of  the  tower 
that  (albeit  many  workmen  were  about  it  that  day,)  neither  man’ 
woman,  nor  child  received  any  hurt  thereby.— When  we  conside^ 
what  God  hath  lormerly  permitted  when  the  tower  in  Siloe  fell 
(St.  Luke  xiii.  4.)  and  when  the  Church  of  Illackfriars  in  London  fell’ 
upon  a people  nmt  as  we  were  for  worshij),  but  in  another  religion  • 

of  It  at  that  time  how  sad  an  outcry  would  have  been  made,  not  in 
our  Parish  only,  but  in  our  city,  (like  the  great  cry  in  Egypt,)  where 
almost  every  house  would  have  sufiered  in  the  death  ofl  many,  if 
God  had  mingled  our  blood  with  our  sacri6ces  that  day;  and 

of  this  oursalvation:  we  cannot  but  break  forth  into  praise,  and  say 

God  ’’“And  in“a  f 7’ 

(iOD.  And  m a Inely  sense  of  the  mercy,  desirinff  to  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  ,t  unto  posterity,  that  so  the  ttenerations^c^come 

lhnrtht”?6tr  d ‘'‘77"^  7'“  'biy  :_We  do  order  and  appoint 

Fdlf  P P - 7 y^’^Hy  shall  be  unto  the  people  of  St 

Qon  fo  t^l  “'><>  public  thanksgWing  unto 

God  for  the  same.  Ami  we  beseech  our  hretliren  of  this  and  tl  e 
fol  owing  generations,  by  the  mercies  of  God,  to  present  theinselv  ! 
living  s.aerifices,  holy  acceptable  unto  God  in  t’heir' 

n St.  Edmund  .s  Church,  and  an  inhabitant  left  in  St  FdmiimPs 
Parish.  And  we  do  further  order,  that  either  in  the  windo,™  o the 
vails,  or  the  gates  of  our  new  biiilded  Church,  if  not  in  all  of  them 

S.mcT''t7T  -""un-nts'onLs  ;,Re 

imtes  tl  ’ "'albs  may  mention  the  salvation  and  our 

g tes  the  praise  of  the  Loud.'’  [Note  by  Stedmau.] 
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years.  There  are  really  some  astonishing  things 
in  it,  which  no  one  can  gainsay  ; and  vet  how 
little  are  his  strong  reasoning  in  that  book,  and  I 
his  sjhritual  characters,  regarded.  See  what  he 
says  of  the  pond,  page  121  of  the  T2mo.  editioiiP. 
— I am  no  admirer  of  Law’s  other  works,  as  he  i 
was  afterwards  a mystic.  I only  plead  for  his 
Serious  Call,  and  some  things  in  his  treatise  on 
Christian  Perfection.  At  the  latter  end  of  his 
life  he  was  an  enthusiast 'i.” 


I*  “ If  you  should  see  a man  tliat  had  a large  pond  of  water,  yet 
living  in  continual  thirst,  not  suffering  himself  to  drink  half  a 
draught,  for  fear  of  lessening  his  pond;  if  you  should  see  him  wast- 
ing his  time  and  strength  in  fetching  more  water  to  his  pond,  always 
thirsty,  yet  always  carrying  a bucket  of  water  in  his  hand,  watching 
early  and  late  to  catch  the  drops  of  rain,  gaping  after  every  cloud, 
and  running  greedily  into  every  mire  and  mud  in  hopes  of  water, 
and  always  studying  how  to  make  every  ditch  empty  itself  into  his 
pond:  if  you  should  see  him  grow  gray  and  old  in  these  anxious 
laliours,  and  at  last  end  a careful,  thirsty  life,  by  falling  into  his  own 
pond:  would  you  not  say  that  such  a one  was  not  only  the  author 
of  all  his  own  distjuiets,  but  was  foolish  enough  to  be  reckoned 
amongst  idiots  and  madmen  ? But  yet,  foolish  and  absurd  as  this 
(diaracter  is,  it  does  not  represent  half  the  follies  nnd  absurd  dis- 
quiets of  the  covetous  man.”  (chap.  11.  p.  ll>8.  cd.  1761.) 

William  Law  was  bora  in  lOSti;  entered  at  Kmmanuel 
College,  Cambridge,  in  1705;  elected  Fellow  of  his  College 
in  1711;  and  j\I.A.  in  171’i.  He  entered  into  Holy  Order.s, 
and  for  some  time  ofiiciated  us  a Curate  in  London,  but  had 
no  church  ]>ref{?rment.  On  the  accession  of  the  House  of  Hanover 
he  refused  to  take  the  oaths  pres<-ribed  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  in 
conse(iueuce  vacated  Ids  fellowship  in  1716.  He  was  tutor  to  the 
father  of  Gibbon,  the  historian;  and  tinally  retired  with  two  pious 
ladies,  Mrs.  Htitchesou  and  Mrs.  Hester  Gibbon,  as  their  chaplain, 
instructor,  and  almoner,  to  a kinil  of  conventual  seclusion  at  King’s 
Cliffe,  near  Wansford,  Northamptonshire ; where  he  died  in  1761. 
In  the  latter  jmrt  of  bis  life  he  is  said  to  have  learned  German  for 
the  sake  of  reading  the  works  of  Jacob  Behmen,  and  bewildered  his 
imagination  with  his  reveries  and  incomprehensible  visions.  (Chal- 
mers, Uiotjraph.  Diet.) 
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LETTER  42.  TO  TIIF.  RF.V.  TIIOSLiS  .STEOISLVJi. 

“ Bristol-  IFells,  Dec.  20,  1788. 

“ Many  thanks  are  due  to  you  for  your  truly 
Christian,  and  very  affectionate  letter  of  condo- 
lence. Mine  is  no  common  distress.  The  severe, 
almost  sudden,  and  irreparable  loss  of  such  a wife, 
added  to  my  infirm  and  declining  state  of  health, 
renders  my  affliction  peculiarly  deep  and  heavy  : 
but  I am  so  far  from  murmuring,  that  I perfectly 
acquiesce  in  this  awful  dispensation  of  Providence, 
however  painful ; and  am  thankful  for  the  manv 
mercies  I daily  receive  ; and  of  which  so  many 
much  better  than  myself  frequently  stand  in  need. 

“ The  Scriptures  have  been  my  chief  support ; to 
which  Dr.  Grosvenor’s  Mourner^  has  contributed; 
and  I find  some  consolation  amidst  all  this  scene 
of  distress  in  the  contemplation  of  a character  so 
generally  esteemed,  formed  on  Christian  princi- 
ples, and  constantly  exercised  in  acts  of  benevo- 
lence. I am  ignorant  of  every  thing  dome.stic, 
and  long  accustomed  to  have  my  every  want  anti- 
cipated. Where  alas  ! shall  I now  find  a person, 
who  will  be  thus  attentive  to  me } — ^In  other 
respects  too  my  loss  is  irretrievable  : the  wife,  the 
friend,  and  the  adviser,  cannot  be  supplied. 

“ During  the  few  days  of  her  illness  she  suffered 

' “Tlic  Mourner,  or  the  Alllicted  Relieved.” 
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greatly  ; but  her  patience  and  resignation  were 
exemplary.  My  grand  concern  now  is  ‘ to  follow 
her,  who,  through  faith  and  patience,  inherits  (I 
doubt  not,)  the  promises®.’ 

“ On  this  occasion  T say,  with  the  great  and 
good  Archbishop  Tillotson‘,  ‘O  blessed  time!, 
when  mortality  shall  be  swallowed  up  of  life  ; and 
death  and  sorrow  shall  be  no  more  ! when  we 
shall  be  eased  of  all  our  pains ; — resolved  of  all 
our  doubts  ; — be  purged  from  all  our  sins  ; — be 
freed  from  all  our  fears ; — be  happy  beyond  our 
hopes ; — -and  have  all  this  happiness  secured  be- 
yond the  power  of  time  and  change  !’ 

I thank  God  that  I have  had  so  excellent  a 
wife  for  thirty-four  3-ears  ; that  she  has  lived  to  1 
see  all  our  children  settled  ; that  she  did  not  sur- 
vive me ; for  oh  I what  must  her  tender  spirit 
have  then  suffered  ! that  her  sickness  was  short ; 
whereas  I was  in  continual  dread  of  her  having  a 
paral}'tic  stroke ; that  she  died  at  the  Wells,  and : 
not  at  Cheverel ; at  a place  where  she  could  have 
good  medical  assistance ; and  where  some  of  my 
principal  friends  arc  on  the  spot  to  advise  and 
comfort  me  : but  above  all,  that  she  died  in  the 
favour  of  God  ; and  that  she  is  now  a glorified 
spirit. 

" None  but  God  can  tell  what  I feel,  and  must 


' Ilelir.  vi.  12. 


vol.  i.  Serm.  S. 
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feel ; yet  I would  not  call  her  hack  to  life,  would 
God  permit  it. 

“ I have  taken  a small  house  here,  where  I pro- 
pose to  end  my  days.  I have  laid  down  my 
carriage  ; and  shall  keep  only  one  man,  out  of  livery, 
and  two  maid  servants.  I have  my  patron’s  permis- 
sion, Lord  Radnor,  and  the  Bishop  of  Salisbury’s, 
to  reside  here,  where  the  water  is  so  necessarv 
for  me.  My  son  will  reside  at  Cheverel. 

“ I have  ordered  a plain  hut  elegant  monument 
to  be  erected  in  memoiy  of  my  very  dear  wife,  in  the 
Wells  Chapel ; and  i\liss  Hannah  More  has  pro- 
mised to  write  the  epitaph  h Her  grave  I directed 
to  be  made  large  enough  to  hold  both  her  and 

' NEAR  THIS  PLACE  ARE  DEPOSITED 
THE  REMAI.NS  OF  SARAH  STONHOUSE, 

THE  SECO.ND  WIFE  OF  JAMES  STONHOUSE,  M.D. 

MORE  THAN  TWENTY  YEARS 
PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  NORTHAMPTON  INFIRMARY  1 
AND  AFTERWARDS 

RECTOR  OF  GREAT  AND  L ITTLE-CHEYEREL, 

IN  WILTSHIRE. 

Corufi,  Resignation!  wipe  the  human  tear, 

Domp.stic  anguisii  drops  o’er  Virtue’.s  bier; 

Bid  sidfish  sorrow  hush  the  fond  complaint, 

Nor,  from  the  God  she  lov’d,  detain  the  saint. 

Truth,  meekness,  patience,  honour’d  shade!  were  thine  ; 

And  holy  hope,  and  charity  divine  : 

Though  these  thy  forfeit  being  could  not  save. 

Thy  faith  subdued  the  terrors  of  the  grave. 

Oh  ! if  thy  living  excellence  could  teach. 

Death  has  a loftier  emphasis  of  speech  : 

Let  death  thy  strongest  lesson  then  impart. 

And  write,  prepare  to  die,  on  ev’ry  heart. 

SHE  DIED  DECEMKER  10,  1788. 
aged  a!)  vear.s. 

BE  SERIOUS. 
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me  ; and  as  my  house  is  very  near  the  chapel,  it 
will  be  but  a step,  as  it  were,  between  my  present, 
and  long  home.  God  grant,  that  I ma)-  be  pro- 
perly prepared  for  that  awful  hour,  which  cannot 
be  distant ; especially  as  I am  not  well ; nor  have 
been  so  for  some  time. 

“ Mr.  Emlyn’s  Sermon  on  the  death  of  his  wife, 
which  you  mention,  I quite  forget,  though  I read 
it  many  years  ago,  when  it  was  first  pubhshed“. 
Mr.  Orton’s  Sermon  I have  now  on  the  table, 
have  lately  read,  and  shall  read  again  to-morrow, 
(Sunday,)  as  I have  not  yet  been  out  at  any  place 
of  worship. 

“ Remember  me  kindly  to  Mrs.  Stedman.  I 
heartily  wish  you  both  as  much  happiness  in  this 
world,  as  may  be  consistent  with  that  in  the  next ; 
and  I am,  my  dear  sir,  with  great  regard,  much 
and  affectionately  yours,  James  Stonhouse.” 

(38.) 

l,|■.■n•K14  43.  TO  THE  REV.  TH01L\.S  STEDMAN. 

“ Bristol- IJ'clls,  January  3,  1789. 

“I  am  but  verv indifferent  indeed,  both  mentally, 
and  bodily  ; for  though  I am  perfectly  resigned  to 
this  very  severe  dispensation  of  Providence,  and 
admit  all  the  just  reflections  in  your  very  conso- 
latory letter,  yet  my  heart  bleeds  afresh,  when  I 

" Serin.  18,  untitled"  Funernl  Consolntious.'’ 
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meditate  on  the  loss  of  my  very  dear  wife  ; — an 
heavier  loss  than  is  generally  the  case  on  such 
occasions ; for  she  was  not  only  one  of  the  most 
excellent  wnves,  but  one  of  the  most  affectionate, 
faithful,  prudent,  friends ; — a wise,  judicious, 
pleasing,  constant  companion  ; and  a most  tender, 
attentive  nurse.  At  my  age  and  very  infirm  state 
(few  days  without  great  pain,)  to  he  separated  from 
such  a precious  helpmate  is  very  grievous  indeed. 
Mv  friends,  for  which  I am  verv  thankful,  and 
gratefully  acknowledge,  feel  my  affliction.  This 
is  all  that  human  impotence  can  afford.  To  do 
more  it  is  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  that  God, 
Who  alone  can  comfort  the  afflicted.  May  He 
help  and  support  me  to  bear  not  only  with  patience 
and  resignation  the  present  visitation  of  His  all- 
wise Providence,  but  enable  me  also  to  live  above 
the  changes  of  this  world : — in  which  indeed 
(simply  considered,)  there  is  nothing  worth  living 
for. — There  is  an  alloy  and  mixture  in  the  present 
state,  which  renders  it  truly  vain.  How  low  the 
attainments  ! how  imperfect  the  enjoyments  ! — 
Mingled  joys,  pleasures  alloyed  ; hut  sorrow  pre- 
vailing in  all  the  composition.  This  is  the  case 
here:  hut  there  is  a place,  (blessed  be  God!) 
where  there  is  ‘ fulness  of  joy,  and  pleasures  for 
evermore''.’  Oh  ! for  the  dawn  of  that  glorious 


’ Psalm  xvi.  12. 
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day,  which  will  draw  back  the  veil,  and  display  to 
our  view  a transporting  scene ; where,  when  ad- 
mitted, we  shall  for  ever  reside  with  that  ‘ innu- 
merable eompany  of  angels,  and  the  spirits  of  just 
men  made  perfect,  with  Jesus,  the  Mediator  of  a 
better  covenant,  and  with  God,  the  Judge  of  all-^.’ 
“May  you,  my  dear  friend,  and  the  amiable 
partner  of  your  life,  have  your  lot  among  this 
blessed  society  together  with  him,  who  is  affec- 
tionately 3murs,  James  Stonhouse.” 

(39.) 


LICTTER  41.  TO  THE  REV.  THOALVS  STEDJI.VN. 

“ Bristol- Wells,  1789. 


“ I walked  out  yesterday  for  the  first  time  for 
about  ten  minutes,  after  a confinement  of  more 
than  three  months.  I am  on  the  mending  hand, 
and  take  my  medicines  now  only  twice  in  a day, 
whereas  till  }'esterday  I took  them  every  four 
hours.  It  is  a dreadful  day  to-day,  and  I cannot 
stir  out.  I want  much  the  air  and  gentle  walking 
exereise.  My  recovery  (blessed  be  God  !)  has 
been  contrary  to  the  expectation  of  all  who 
attended  me.  Mr.  Shapland,  the  Apothecary,  was 
my  doctor,  and  he  only  ; for  he  has  the  judgment 
of  most  Physicians.  I settle  here  principidly  on 


■ Uelir.  xii.  22—24. 
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his  account,  in  case  of  illness,  as  well  as  for  the 
use  of  the  water.  He  has  left  oft’  business,  is  in 
very  good  circumstances,  takes  no  fee,  nor  will 

attend  any  one  now  but  bis  friends 

“ I heartily  congratulate  you  and  Mrs.  S.  on  the 
birth  of  a son.  I would  willingly  stand  godfather 
to  him  ; but  I have  said  so  much  in  my  sermons 
and  private  discourse  against  this  custom,  unless  a 
man  would  and  could  undertake  the  charge,  and  I 
have  refused  conscientiously  so  many  of  my  ac- 
quaintance, that  I should  meet  with  some  diffi- 
culties were  I to  undertake  it  now  at  almost 
seventy-three  {quite  so,  July  20th.).  In  my  last 
sermon  on  the  subject,  I expatiated  largely  on 
the  absurd  custom  of  having  irreligious  persons  as 
sureties,  and  quoted  Canon  29  which  says  that 
no  person  shall  be  admitted,  wbo  does  not  receive 
the  Sacrament  : that  it  is  a most  important  trust, 
and  solemnly  undertaken  in  the  house  of  God. — 
I suppose  few  Clergymen  have  e.xerted  themselves 
more  than  I have  done  to  make  sureties  do  their 
duty ; especially  if  the  parents  are  irreligious,  or 
ignorant. — In  short,  I do  not  much  like  the  custom 
now,  though  very  proper  in  the  times  of  primitive 
Christianity,  when  the  parents  suft'ered  martyr- 
dom.”  ..... 

(40.) 

y The  Canon  does  not  say  “ who  does  ml  reeeivo,”  hut  hefore 
thi?  person  ha(h  received.” 
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LETTER  45.  TO  TILE  RE^^  THOJLVS  STEDJLAS. 

“ Bristol-JVclls,  Mirlsummer-ilatj,  17S9. 

“ I received  eleven  letters  by  the  post  yesterday. 
My  spirits  are  weighed  down  by  the  burden  of 
letter-writing ; and  my  soul,  as  it  were,  dies 
within  me,  at  the  sight  of  such  numbers  as  almost 
every  post  brings  me.  I have  begged  many  of 
my  friends  to  have  mercy  on  me  ; but  all  to  no 
purpose. — People  hear  I am  ill ; and  then  one 
begs,  and  the  other  begs,  to  know  how  I do. 
This  is  affection  in  them  ; but  death  to  me ; old 
and  infirm  as  I am.  I now  am  determined  to  sav 
to  most  of  my  correspondents,  that  when  I am 
dead,  they  will  see  it  in  the  papers ; but  that  I 
neither  will,  nor  any  longer  can,  answer  any  letters 
but  such  as  are  on  real  and  indispensable  business. 

“I  am  much  obliged  bv  your  kind  letter;  espe- 
ciallv  the  consolatory  part  of  it.  The  two  grand 
pillars  of  support  are,  resignation  to  the  will  of 
God  ; ‘ Thy  will  be  done  and  a sincere  love  of 
Him  ; not  wishing  for  Heaven  merely  as  a place 
of  happiness ; but  as  a place,  in  which  I sliall  be 
ever  with  that  Lord  I love  — not  fearing  hell 
merely  as  a place  of  punishment ; but  as  a sepa- 
ration from  the  love  of  God,  and  of  being  where 
He  is  not 

“ I have  lately  licen  reading  Bishop  Sherlock’s 
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second,  third,  and  fourth  Discoursesy  in  his  fourth 
volume,  with  great  satisfaction,  in  regard  to  what 
I wote  to  you  concerning  the  death  of  Christ 
procuring  pardon  for  the  sins  of  the  world,  &c. 
They  are  admirable  discourses  to  settle  our  belief 
in  Christ  against  objectors.  Pray  read  them  very 
1 attentively  ; they  will  amply  repay  the  trouble  and 
I time  spent  upon  them. 

“I  have  often  read  the  life  of  Philip  Henry,  which 
you  so  strongly  recommend  to  me.  As  it  is  your 

(favourite  piece  of  biography,  so  it  is  mine.  An 

excellent  man 

“ I feel  the  loss  of  my  dear  and  ever-to-be- 
I lamented  wife  more  and  more : and  can  say  (at 
times,)  literally  with  the  Psalmist,  ‘ I mingle  my 
drink  with  weeping*.’  But,  I thank  God,  I am 
kept  from  murmuring : my  grand  concern  now  is 
I to  be  prepared  to  foUow  her. — I have  long  ad- 
I mired  Fawcett’s  Abridgment  of  Baxter’s  ‘ Con- 
I verse  with  God  in  Solitude.’  Dr.  Doddridge  many 

(years  ago  recommended  it  to  me.  No  man  bears 
solitude  better  than  I do ; yet  the  mind  requires 
at  times  some  society. — I frequently  read  Psalm 
XXV.,  and  an  excellent  one  it  is.  Thanks  for  your 
reminding  me  of  Watts’s  Hymn  in  Book  ii. 
H.  140.“ 

; I 

I ^ On  Tit.  ii.  14  ; 1 Tim.  i.  15;  1 Thess.  i.  9, 10.  * P.sulrn  rii.  9. 

I * iiuginning,  “ Give  me  the  wings  of  Tuith  to  rise,”  tkc. 
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“You  say,  I am  ripening  apace  for  Heaven. 
Alas  ! my  imperfections  are  much  greater  than 
you  imagine ; and  I have  many  doubts  and  fears, 
though  I endeavour  to  keep  close  to  God  by 
prayer.  All  my  afflictions,  heavy  as  they  have 
been,  are  necessary  for  me,  and  sent  in  love.  I 
kiss  the  rod,  and  am  unfcignedly  thankful  for 

them.” 

(41.) 


I.Hn'ER  -IG.  TO  THE  REV.  T110M.\S  STEDMjAN. 

“Ilol-irelh,  1790. 


“ You  are  prejudiced  in  my  favour  from  our  long 
friendship  with  regard  to  my  preaching  at  this 
place  ; which  I would  willingly  do  more  frecpiently, 
did  I not  find  that  no  one  regards  sermons,  but 
those  who  do  not  want  them.  However  I will 
take  your  advice,  and  preach  occasionally,  as  mv 
health  will  permit.  I often  think  of  what  our 
Lord  said  to  Peter;  and  put  up  this  ejaculation, 
‘ Lord,  pray  for  me,  that  mv  faith  fail  not  ! As 
J hope  1 am  converted  mvself,  may  I be  enabled 
by  my  preaching  and  conversation  to  strengthen 
my  brethren'’ !’ — I stand  on  the  verge  of  eternity, 
and  consider  every  sermon  1 preach  as  what  may 
be  my  last.  Hut,  if  ever  I live  to  preach  again. 


St.  I.uke  Tjxii.  3i. 
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it  will  be  on  this  most  delightful  and  comfortable 
text,  ‘ The  Lord  taketh  pleasure  in  them  that  fear 
Him  ; in  those  that  hope  in  His  mercy‘s.’ 

“ So  good  Mrs.  Doddridge  is  gone  at  last  to  her 
long  and  happy  home,  in  her  eighty- second  year. 
We  must  soon  follow.  Oh,  that  I were  equally 
prepared ! 

“You  say,  how  many  excellent  friends  you  have 
lost  ! How  many,  then,  must  I have  lost  at 
seventy-four!  I saw  these  verses  lately  in  a 
newspaper : — 

‘ Age,  thou  the  loss  of  friends  and  health  shalt  mourn  : 
But  thou  art  hastening  to  that  quiet  bourne. 

Where  grief  is  hush’d. — The  tempest  dark  and  loud 
Shall  beat ; the  wind  shall  blow. — Thou  in  thy  shroud 
(The  world’s  wild  uproar  heard  no  more,)  shalt  rest; 
Whilst  peaceful  lies  the  hillock  on  thy  breast.’ 

“Mr.  John  Wesley  is  a prodigy.  It  is  amazing 
what  he  does ; but  I think  a particular  Providence 
attends  him,  and  prolongs  his  life  and  usefulness. 
I know  Dr.  Doddridge  con’esponded  with  him, 
but,  I believe,  not  often. 

“ Deus  providcbit,  must  be  yours  and  Mrs.  S.’s 
F motto  on  the  birth  of  every  child.  Reflect,  that 
all  the  present  generation  must  quit  the  stage  ere 
long,  and  vacate  all  the  places  of  honour  and  profit 
for  the  rising  generations.  All  the  bencli  of 

' Psulm  cxlvii.  11. 
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Bishops,  and  Judges,  all  the  dignified  and  inferior 
clergy,  officers,  naval  and  military',  tradesmen,  &c. 
will  die,  and  make  room  for  some  of  your  children. 
Comfort  yourselves  in  that  thought,  as  to  worldly' 
provision ; and  as  to  spiritual,  that  God  has  given 
us  many  precious  promises,  whereby  they  may 
become  partakers  of  a divine  nature.  Trust  in 
Providence  : do  your  duty  by  them,  and  leave  all 
events  to  God.  I have  observed,  that  large 
families  generally  prosper  best. 

“ I send  you  St.  Paul’s  benediction  : ‘ May  grace 
be  unto  you,  and  peace  from  God  the  Father,  and 
from  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ‘S!’  There  can  be 
no  true  peace,  but  wdiat  flows  from  divine  grace 
and  favour.  The  peace  which  the  world  gives,  is 
a false  peace,  leading  to  destruction  : but  the  peace 
of  God  passeth  all  understanding.” 

(42.) 

LETTER  47.  TO  THE  REV.  THOLVS  STED5LAN'. 

“ Bristol-U'eHs,  Dec.  10,  1790. 

“ I am  at  a loss  for  words  to  express  my  gratitude 
to  God  for  the  almost  miraculous  and  unexpected 
restoration  of  sight.  I was  quite  blind  for  some 
months.  I cannot  read,  or  write  long  ; but  at  in- 
tervals, and  by  resting  a little,  I can  proceed. 
The  pain  in  my  head  is  abated,  but  will  never 
(piite  leave  me. 


■'  Phil.  i.  2. 
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“ Yesterday  my  Lord  * *’s  brother  was  so  very 
obliging  as  to  come  from  Bath  purposely  to  see 
me.  Orton’s  Exposition  on  the  Psalms  was  lying 
on  my  table,  which  he  looked  at,  and  desired  me 
to  put  down  his  name  as  a subscriber. — 1 read 
this  hook  eveiy  evening  to  my  family  before 
prayer,  with  some  few  remarks  of  my  own  inter- 
spersed. 

“ The  second  edition  of  my  Sick  Man's  Friend  is 

just  finished Last  month  was  published 

the  fifteenth  edition  of  my  Spiritual  Directions ; 
the  former  editions  consisted  of  six  thousand  each, 
except  the  first,  which  was  only  one  thousand. 
Also,  the  twelfth  edition  of  my  Admonitions  against 
Swearing ; each  edition  six  thousand.  The  fifth 
edition  of  my  Instruction  of  Children,  and  the 
twelfth  edition  of  my  Prayers,  are  now  printing. 
Blessed  be  God  for  this ! 

“ Perhaps  you  may  choose  to  introduce  into  your 
sermon  at  the  consecration  of  your  new  church, 
this  anecdote  of  the  pious  Mr.  George  Herbert ; 
who  being  reminded,  when  dying,  of  his  public- 
services,  (and  especially  of  having  rebuilt  a 
church,)  answered,  ‘ These  are  good  works,  if 
they  be  sprinkled  with  the  blood  of  Christ,  and 
not  otherwise.’  See  Nehemiah  xiii.  14.® 

* “ Remember  me,  0 my  God,  concerning  this,  and  wipe  not  out 
my  good  deed.s  tliat  I have  done  for  the  house  of  my  God,  and  for 
the  ofiices  thereof.” 
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‘ ‘ This  day  my  very  dear  wife  has  been  dead  two 
years  : and  my  son-in-law  Mr.  Vigor  one  year. 
I am  going  to  meditate  over  her  grave,  after 
reading  a paid  of  Worthington’s  excellent  treatise 
on  the  Duty  of  Self -Resignation.” 

(43.) 

LinTEU  48.  TO  THE  REV.  TH03IAS  STEDJLAX. 

“ Bristol-JVells,  March,  1791. 

“ There  is  a most  elegant  and  capital  perform- 
ance, just  published,  entitled,  ‘ A.n  Estimate  of  the 
Religion  of  the  Fashionable  World*^.’  By  all 
means  see  it  immediately.  I have  devoured  ra- 
ther than  read  it ; and  am  going  over  it  again 
for  the  third  time.  I recommend  it  to  all  my 
great  acquaintance  ; and  read  passages  of  it  to 
such  as  call  upon  me,  to  clergymen,  &c.,  where  I 
can  with  propriety  introduce  them.  The  writer’s 
name  does  not  appear ; but  it  will  soon  be  knoMTi 
whose  it  is 

“Those  who  say  you  do  not  preach  the  Gospel, 
know  not  themselves  what  the  Gospel  is.  Cant 
l)lirases,  enthusiastic  declamation,  salvation  without 
the  terms  of  faith,  I'epentance,  and  renewed  obe- 
dience, with  most  uncharitable  reflections  upon 
otliers,  make  up  * *’s  Gospel,  and  all  of  that 
class ; from  whose  preaching,  good  Lord,  deliver 
me  ! The  world,  alas  ! is mad,  or  fashionably 

^ By  ^Irs.  Ilaumih  INIoro. 
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lukewarm,  or  lamentably  erroneous.  Go  on  doing 
your  duty,  regardless  of  the  unmerited  censures  of 
others;  and  let  us  pity  and  pray  for  them.  — I 
thank  you  for  your  little  Tract  against  the  So- 
cinians. 

“ As  I am  a fellow-sufferer  with  your  good 
mother  in  her  paralytic  complaints,  I know  how  to 
pity  her : though  ‘ her  outward  man  {homo  is  Latin 
for  man  or  woman,  and  so  is  used  in  the  Scrip- 
tures,) perish,  yet  the  inward  is  renewing  day  by 
day®.’  Pray  remember  me  kindly  to  her. 

“ My  infirmities  oblige  me  to  pray  chiefly  in  a 
sitting  posture,  as  kneeling  is  uneasy  to  me,  and  so 
would  standing  be.  Baxter  tells  us,  he  piaved  best 
in  bed.  It  is  not  the  posture,  but  the  heart,  that 
God  requires  : notwithstanding  Imeeling  is  doubt- 
less the  most  reverential,  where  it  can  be  used*^. 

“My  young  friend  Mr.  * sailed  for about 

a fortnight  ago.  I gave  him  in  writing,  as  he 
ascended  the  ship,  this  ejaculation  of  St.  Augus- 

t 2 Cor.  iv.  16. 

>•  “An  awu  of  Goi)  on  yonr  hearts  will  direct  you  to  use  the  most 
humble  and  devout  postures  and  gestures  when  you  are  addressing 
Him.  Kneeling  is  undoubtedly  the  most  decent,  reverential,  and 
becoming  posture;  yet,  when  by  sickness,  we,aknes.s,  or  other  un- 
avoidable hindrances,  you  cannot  kneel,  pray  us  you  sit, stand,  ride, 
walk,  or  lie  in  bed;  remembering  that  God  at  ail  times  (especially 
at  S7ic/i  times,)  regards  not  so  much  the  posture  of  the  body  as  the 
disposition  of  the  heart,  and  that  (as  the  Psalmist  expresses  it,)  ‘ if 
any  regard  iniquity  in  their  hearts,  the  Lonn  will  not  bear  their 
prayers.’  (Psalm  Ixvi.  IH.)  But,  in  eircumstnnees  where  kneeling 
can  be  complied  with,  it  would  be  downright  laziness  and  great  ir- 
reverence not  to  kneci.”  (Hjiiritiuil  Direcliuns,  <kc.  p.  12.) 
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tine’s  for  his  fi'equent  use  : — ‘ Teach  me,  O Lord, 
to  know  Thee,  and  myself.’ 

“ I had  no  idea  of  Mr.  * *’s  being  so  old.  How 
insensibly  time  passes  away  ; and  our  friends  along 
with  it ! — It  is  a good  sign  when  ‘our  hearts  know 
their  own  bitterness'.’  This  is  not  the  state  of 
worldly  minds ; nor  does  the  latter  part  of  the 
verse  belong  to  them.  Their  joys  are  of  a diffe- 
rent nature ; and  they  have  people  enough  to 

intermeddle  and  to  partake  with  them 

“ I am  very  sincere  in  all  I say,  though  uncere- 
monious ; especially  to  my  friends. — ‘ Comfort 
yourselves,  and  edify  one  another,  even  as  ye  do^.’ 
So  says  Paul  to  his  favourite  Thessalonians,  so  say 
I to  you  and  to  Mrs.  S. 

“ My  eyes  are  so  weak,  I MU’ite  with  difficulty. 
Adieu ! ” 

(44.) 

LETTER  49.  TO  THE  REV.  THOMAS  STEDJLAN'. 

“ Brislol-U'elh,  April  30,  1791. 

“ I have  been  very  ill  since  I MTote  to  you  last ; 
as  you  may  easily  conceive,  when  I tell  you,  that 
(after  a year’s  cessation,)  I have  voided  no  less 
than  seven  stones,  attended  with  the  most  excru- 
ciating pain.  But  God  has  sujiported  me  under 
my  sufferings,  and  at  present  I am  tolerably  free 
from  pain.  . . . 

‘ Frov.  xiv.  10. 


' I TUcss.  y.  11. 
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" I am  thankful  my  book  has  been  blessed  ; and 
hope  God  -will  continue  to  bless  it  to  you,  and 
others. — Nature  can  do  no  more : I am  quite 
exhausted.  My  love  to  Mrs.  S.  May  she  and 
you  be  blessings  to  your  family  and  all  your 
connections  ! Vale  ! et  cura  ut  valeas.  J.  S.” 

(45.) 

LETTER  50.  TO  THE  REV.  THOJLVS  STEDJLVN. 

“ Brislol-Jf'ells,  June,  1791. 

" ‘The  spirit  is  willing,  but  the  flesh  is  weak’.’ 
Your  very  kind  letter  is  now  before  me  ; which 
(to-day  being  tolerably  well,)  I begin  to  answer, 
and  shall  write  a few  lines  on  such  days  as  I find 
myself  inclined. 

“ I wish  the  plan  you  mention  of  abridging  Dr. 
Doddridge’s  Family  Expositor,  and  putting  it  out 
of  the  Harmony,  was  well  executed.  I never 
thought  it  a proper  book  to  be  read  in  a family; 
though  an  excellent  book  for  a person  in  private, 
or  for  a man  of  learning.  The  Harmony  is  very 
puzzling  to  sen'ants.  I therefore  prefer  Henry 
and  Burkitt,  though  Doddridge  would  be  much 
superior  were  it  not  harmonized.  I am  told  Dr. 
A.  read  it  in  his  family,  omitting  all  but  the  text 
and  reflections ; which  make  it  a good  deal  like 
Orton’s  on  the  Old  Testament.  I shall  be  glad 
to  have  it  well  done. 


' St.  Matth.  xxvi.  11. 
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“Pray  take  care  how  you  hoard  letters,  as  one 
knows  not  into  whose  hands  they  may  fall.  An 
accident  happened  to  a worthy  woman  of  my  ac- 
quaintance, which  shocks  me  to  relate. — This 
woman  is  the  niece  of  a clergyman,  of  high-flying 
principles,  who  detests  Dissenters,  Methodists,  &c. 
She  was  brought  up  in  her  uncle’s  family,  having 
no  fortune  of  her  own  ; and  afterwards  married, 

against  his  consent,  to  a tradesman  at  ; 

where,  by  attending  at  different  places  of  worship, 
they  are  both  become  serious  and  religious  people. 
They  do  not  call  themselves  Dissenters,  and  always 
receive  the  Sacrament  at  Church. — In  process  of 
time,  her  aunt,  the  clergyman’s  sister,  made  them 
a visit  of  some  months  ; during  which,  she  at- 
tended with  them  on  the  same  preachers,  and 
she  became  serious  and  religious.  When  she  re- 
turned home  to  her  brother’s,  (with  whom  she 
lived,)  her  niece  and  she  corresponded,  and  blessed 
each  other  on  having  their  eyes  and  hearts  opened 
to  see  and  feel  the  truths  of  the  Gospel.— The  aunt 
died  last  month  suddenly  ; and  all  the  letters  she 
had  received  from  her  niece,  fell  into  the  uncle’s 
hands.  Exasperated  to  the  highest  degree  on 
perusing  them,  he  has  written  a letter  to  his  niece 
full  of  indignation  and  reproach  for  daring  to  go 
into  a Meeting-house,  (especially  as  her  father  was 
a clergyman,  as  well  as  himself,)  and  for  vilifving 
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him  (who  had  brought  her  up,)  as  not  preaching 
the  Gospel. — In  short,  a letter  full  of  invective 
against  eveiw  person  differing  from  himself.  His 
sister  too  was  maintained  by  him  : therefore  he 
was  so  enraged,  that  I scarcely  believe  he  would 
have  been  at  the  expense  of  burying  her,  had  he 
found  these  letters  before  her  funeral. — He  had 
promised  his  niece  five  hundred  pounds,  and  told 
me  lately,  when  I w'as  at  his  house,  he  would 
give  it  her.  But  I dare  say  that  now  he  will 
never  give  her  a shilling.  He  had  (after  some 
years,)  forgiven  her  marriage  contrary  to  his  con- 
sent.— I dare  not  interfere ; indeed,  nothing  can 
be  said. — The  niece  had  desired  her  aunt  to  burn 
her  letters  : which  being  neglected,  what  a train 
of  ills  has  ensued. — Need  1 add,  burn  this,  after 
having  given  you  so  freely  my  opinion  of  Mr.  * * 
and  his  proceedings  ? — A burning  dratver^  is  a 
most  useful  thing,  when  the  executor  can  be  de- 
pended on 

“Mrs.  H.  More  is  in  London,  in  a very  indif- 
ferent state  of  health,  seldom  free  from  pain.  She 
and  her  sisters  have  purchased  a very  good  new 
built  house  at  Bath,  where  they  constantly  reside, 
except  three  or  four  months  in  summer,  when  they 
are  at  their  country  house  at  Cowslip  Green. 

“ — When  any  one  tells  me,  he  has  little  if  any 

See  above,  p.  183. 

V f 
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time  for  reading,  I endeavour  to  impress  on  his  j 
mind  the  greater  occasion  there  is  for  prayer, 
ejaculation,  and  meditation;  because  the  soul  must  i| 
he  nourished,  or  perish.  It  was  an  excellent  di-  * 
rection  for  improvement  in  holiness  given  by  the  j 
great  and  good  Bishop  Butler  (late  Bishop  of  <11 
Durham,)  in  his  charge  to  his  clergy,  that  at  some  j 
particular  hour,  suppose  morning,  noon,  or  even- 
ing, when  the  clock  strikes,  (especially  any  church  b 
clock,  as  that  would  he  a loud  and  never-failing 
memorandum,)  they  should  set  themselves,  as  in  i 
the  presence  of  God,  for  a few  minutes  ; and  that  I 
a secret  ejaculation  might  then  he  put  up,  in  what-  I 
ever  company  or  employment  they  should  happen  | 
to  be  en!ja2:ed" ■ 

“ See  Jabez’s  prayer,  1 Clmon.  iv.  10.“  Let  1 

you  and  I turn  it  into  prayer  for  ourselves.  May  j 
God  ‘enlarge  our  coasts,’  spiritually  as  well  as 
temporally. 

“1  thank  you  for  reminding  me  of  pages  42  P ( 
and  45  in  my  own  hook ; to  which  I have  been  / 
more  attentive  since  your  letter  than  ever  I was 
before ; or  perhaps  ever  should  have  been,  had  J 
you  not  pointed  them  out  to  me  for  my  con- 
sideration. 

" See  ahove,  p.  fi-j  ; Sick  Man's  Frunidy  p.  68. 

“Oh  lliut  Thon  wouldest  bless  mo  indeed,  and  enlarge  ray 
t'oast,  and  tluit  Tlnno  hand  might  be  with  me,  that  Thou  wouldeut 
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“ ‘Ehen-ezer  ! hitherto  the  Lord  has  helped  me,’ 

1 Sam.  idi.  12;  2 Sam.  vii.  18. i ‘The  cup,  which 
my  Father  hath  given  me,  shall  I not  drink  if?’ 
Tliy  holy  intII  be  done  in  me  patiently,  and  by  me 
actively.  Amen ! 

“ Oh,  ride  away  from  these  stones  ; lest  you  by 
too  sedentary  a life  be  ere  long  a grievous  sufferer, 
as  I have  been ; and,  if  I live,  shall  he  again. — 
I am  never  so  happy  as  in  my  study ; but  it  has 
been  the  worse  for  my  health.  You  must  ride, 
or . 

“ I cannot  make  you  sensible  of  the  great  pains 
I have  taken  to  communicate  to  you  the  contents 
of  this  letter.  It  has  almost  blinded  me.  Much 
yours,  J.  S. 

See  Acts  xx.  32^,  as  my  conclusion.” 

(46.) 

LETTER  51.  TO  THE  REV.  THO.M.VS  STEDJLVX. 

Bristol- Wells,  Aug.  1791. 

“ I am  very  desirous  of  your  preaching  while 
here  ; and  hope  you  will  bring  with  you  an  ani- 
mated, and  very  serious  discourse.  These  great 

•>  “WUio  am  I,  0 Lord  God?  and  what  i»  ray  house,  that  Thou 
hast  brought  me  hitherto?” 

^ St.  John  xviii.  11. 

• “And  now,  brethren,  I commend  you  to  God,  and  to  the  word 
of  His  grace,  which  is  able  to  build  you  up,  and  to  give  you  an  in- 
heritance among  all  them  which  arc  sanctified.” 


220  LIFE  OF  SIR  JAMES  STONHOUSE. 

and  worldly-minded  people  stand  much  in  need 
of  alarming  sermons,  being  most  of  them  ignorant 
of  divine  things,  and,  to  use  the  Apostle’s  lan- 
guage, ‘ dead  in  trespasses  and  sinsh’ — Always 
preach,  when  absent  from  home,  if  you  have  an 
opportunity ; as  people  are  more  attentive  to 
strangers  than  to  their  own  Minister. — I am  glad 
Mr.  * * liked  the  sermon  he  heard  me  preach, 
the  text  of  which  was,  ‘ Amen.’ 

“ I shall  lose  about  £400  by  the  late  storm 
at  Great  and  Little-Cheverel.  I send  you  the 
following  extract  of  a letter  from  my  Curate  there, 
giving  an  account  of  it ; — ‘ Though  nothing  is 
more  painful  to  me  than  communicating  bad 
news,  yet,  as  I know  you  would  like  to  receive 
direct  information  of  any  important  event  relative 
to  these  parishes,  I cannot  help  writing  to  you  on 
the  present  occasion,  which  indeed  is  a melan- 
choly one.  On  Monday  night  last  such  a storm 
of  thunder,  lightning,  and  hail,  was  experienced 
here,  as  in  the  memory  of  man  has  not  happened 
before  : its  greatest  violence  was  from  eleven  to 
twelve  o’clock,  when  the  lightning  was  so  vivid, 
and  the  hail  so  heavy,  that  every  family  expected 
to  be  burned  in  their  houses,  or  crushed  by  the 
falling  in  of  the  roofs.  Some  of  the  hail-stones 
measured  upwards  of  six  inches  in  circumference, 

• Eph.  ii.  1. 
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and  they  poured  down  with  such  force,  as  to 
shatter  every  window  that  faced  the  course  of  the 
storm,  which  was  from  the  south.  Not  one 
whole  window  in  the  south  side  of  the  Church. 
The  inhabitants  (especially  of  Great  Cheverel, 
where  the  storm  was  most  furious,)  were  aston- 
ished and  alarmed  beyond  measure ; — they  all 
thought  that  their  end  was  come,  and  therefore 
not  one  family  scarcely,  but  went  to  prayer,  and 
continued  praying  till  the  violence  of  the  storm 
was  over.  I do  not  learn  that  any  body  has  re- 
ceived personal  harm ; but  the  damage  sustained 
in  the  fields  is  very  considerable.  The  farmers 
compute  it  to  be  upwards  of  a thousand  pounds. 
I hope  this  calculation  is  rather  above  the  mark  ; 
but  I fear  it  cannot  be  much  less.  The  desola- 
tion is  evidently  very  great.  The  fields,  which  a 
few  days  ago  were  highly  beautiful,  ‘ stood  so 
thick  with  corn,  that  they  seemed  to  laugh  and 
8iiig“,’  now  ‘ lie  sunk  and  flatted  in  the  sordid 
wave.’  The  people  seem  to  be  impressed  with 
great  awe,  and  to  exercise  much  submission  on 
this  occasion  : they  have  been  under  such  appre- 
hensions about  their  personal  safety,  that  they  are 
less  affected  than  probably  they  otherwise  would 

be  at  the  loss  of  their  property.’ 

“ Bishop  Horsley’s  Charge  has  passed  two  edi- 

“ PKalm  Ixv.  13. 
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tions  ; and  is  admirable^.  I hope  it  will  be  pro- 
ductive of  good. — 1 like  it  so  much,  that  I have  | 
bound  it  up  with  other  pamphlets,  to  lend  it  J 
among  my  acquaintance,  as  it  distinguishes  so  t 

clearly  between  morality  and  Gospel  Religion. 

See  how  he  decries  mere  moral  essays,  and  men- 
tions  the  modern  Clergy  as  the  ‘ apes  of  Epicte-  • 

tusy.’” [< 

(47.)  j 

LETTER  62.  TO  MIS-S  SARAH  MORE '.  I 

“OcA  17,  1791.  1 

“ Sally  is  a very  good  Sally.  Sally  came  and  | 

took  care  of  me  when  I was  sick.  Sallv  will  an-  j 

! 

swer  my  letters.  Poetess^  is  a great  lady,  and  flies  | 

abroad  on  the  wdngs  of  Cherubiras,  twenty  miles 
from  Cowslip  Green,  and  for  w’hat  ? — and  why  ? 
truly  to  see  poor  ragged  boys  and  girls,  and  to  ^ 
teach  them  to  fly. 

‘ “ The  charge  of  Samuel,  Lord  Bishop  of  St.  David's,  to  the  Clergy  \ 
of  his  Diocese ; delivered  at  his  primary  Visitation,  iu  the  year  ; 
1790.” 

y “Tims,  under  the  influence  of  tliese  two  pernicious  maxims,  [ 
[viz.  1.  ‘ that  it  is  more  the  oflice  of  a Christian  Teacher  to  press  the  [ 
practice  of  Keligion  upon  the  consciences  of  his  hearers,  than  to  in-  I 
culcute  and  assert  its  doctrines;’  and  *2.  ‘that  practical  Religion  and 
Morality  are  one  and  the  same  thing, — that  moral  duties  constitute  t 
the  whole  or  by  far  the  better  part  of  practical  Christianity,']  it  too  i 
often  happens,  that  we  lo.se  sight  of  that  which  is  our  proper  office  ; 
to  publisli — the  word  of  reconciliation — to  propound  the  terms  of 
peace  and  pardon  to  the  pimitent ; and  we  make  iio  other  use  of  the 
liigii  comini.ssion  that  we  bear,  than  to  come  abroad  one  day  in  the 
seven,  dressed  in  solemn  look.s,  and  in  the  external  garb  of  holiness,  i 
to  be  the  apes  of  K]>ictetus.”  (p.  7.) 

* ^liss  Hannah  ^lore’s  second  sister.  ; 

* viz.  Miss  Hannah  More.  .* 
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“ I send  you  a copy  of  my  letter  to  your  Bishop 
of  St.  David’s,  but  I have  not  yet  read  it,  and  so 
send  it  me  back.  Were  I to  live  at  Bath,  and  any 
of  the  sisterhood  desired  me  to  lend  them  a book, 
I should  say,  ‘Answer  me  these  three  questions  ; — 
When  will  you  begin  to  read  it  ? How  many 
days  do  you  desire  to  keep  it  ? — Will  you  as- 
suredly send  it  me  back  in  that  time  that  I may 
read  it  again  myself,  or  lend  it  to  others  ? ’ 

“ I have  had  a good  letter  from  a good  woman, 
Mrs.  Trimmer,  who  tells  me  the  sixth  edition  of 
‘ Thoughts  on  the  Manners  of  the  Great,’  is  in  the 
press,  and  it  is  in  vain  for  your  sister  any  longer 
to  deny  the  production.  Let  her  fix  her  name  to 
this  edition.  Never  surely  was  any  little  treatise 
more  universally  applauded.  I hope  she  is  pre- 
paring all  her  works  for  the  press  : send  volume 
by  volume  to  Cadell,  that  there  may  he  no  delay 
in  printing ; do  not  let  her  stay  till  she  has  cor- 
rected the  whole. 

“ The  music  on  the  Terrace  on  Sundays  is  preg- 
nant with  evil  from  Windsor  to  London  ; it  infects 
all  the  neighbourhood  ten  miles  round  Windsor, 
and  oh  ! what  an  irreligious  example  to  the  youths 
of  Eton ! Yet  a proclamation  against  vice  and 
profaning  the  Sabbath  is  ordered  to  be  read  quar- 
terly in  our  Churches. 

“ Do  come  and  see  us ; we  have  scarcely  a 
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friend  in  the  world  we  can  open  our  minds  to,  as  ! 
we  can  to  the  sisterhood.  Yours  most  affection-  j 
ately,  James  Stonhouse’^.” 

LETTER  63.  TO  THE  REV.  THOJIAS  STED3LAS'.  ^ 

“April,  1792. 

******  I 

“After  a confinement  of  two  months  and  a fort-  i 
night  to  my  chamber,  I ventured  out  for  the  first 
time  on  Monday  se’nnight,  and  on  Sunday  last  I J 
preached  on  this  text,  ‘ I know,  O Lord,  that  all  I 
Thy  judgments  are  right,  and  that  Thou  in  faith-  ! 
fulness  hast  afflicted  me'^.’  I introduced  my  ii 
discourse  in  a manner  suitable  to  my  first  ap-  ■ 
pearance  after  an  absence  of  ten  Sabbaths.  Some  1 

of  my  hearers  were  much  affected [ 

“ If  you  have  never  read  my  late  worthy  and  I 
intimate  friend,  Andrews’s  ‘ Scripture  Doctrine  of  I 
Grace,’  it  is  well  worth  your  purchase.  I have 
read  it  thrice,  and  shall  again.  He  was  the  best 
extempore  preacher  I think  (Doddridge  excepted,) 

I ever  heard.  But  he  excelled  Doddridge  greatly  | 
in  voice.  Ilis  was  harmonious ; Doddridge’s  1 
harsh  and  dissonant.  He  had  scarcely  any  j 
action ; but  what  he  had,  was  graceful : Dod- 
dridge’s much,  and  very  awkward.  But  then 
Doddridge  was  so  fervent  and  animated,  that  his  | 

*’  Hunnali  Flore’s  Life  and  Corresp.,  vol,  ii.  p.  282, 

^ Psulm  cxix.  75.  r 


LIFE  OP  SIR  JAMES  STONHOUSE.  225 

voice  and  action  were  disregarded.  His  congre- 
gation was  all  ear. 

“ Sir  James  Stonhouse,  my  relation,  school- 
fellow, fellow-collegiate,  and  good  friend,  died 
last  week  : whose  death  I much  lament. — It  was 
always  my  wish  that  Sir  James  might  survive 
me ; but  it  has  proved  otherwise.  He  was 
almost  as  old  as  I am.  The  estate  (above 
£3,000  a year,)  goes  to  his  nephew,  his  sister’s 
child*^ 

“ Love  to  Mrs.  S. — May  God  work  in  you,  with 
you,  and  hy  you ; and  may  vital  religion  he  your 
constant  study,  practice,  and  delight ! This  is 
the  sincere  wish  and  prayer  of,  dear  sir,  yours 
affectionately,  J.  S.” 

(48.) 

LETTER  54.  TO  THE  REV.  THOMAS  STEDJLVN. 

“ Bristol- Wells,  May,  1792. 

“ I thank  you  for  your  congratulation  on  my 
title  : hut  it  will  afford  me  neither  felicity  in  this 
world,  nor  any  rank  in  the  next. 

“ My  sons  are  both  in  Germany;  the  eldest  in  a 
very  indifferent  state  of  health,  and  the  youngest 
not  well. — John  saw  Dillon’s®  body  burnt  at 

Captain  Bowyer,  R.N.,  second  son  of  the  second  daughter  of 
Sir  John  Stonhouse,  (seventh  Burt.,)  who  married  Sir  William 
Bowyer,  Bart.  {Gent.  MiVj.  vol.  Ixii.  p.  390.) 

• Theobald  Dillon,  Field-Marshall  in  the  French  army,  who  was 
killed  by  his  own  soldiers,  April  29,  1792.  See  the  Annual  Re(jister 
for  1792,  pt.  ii.  p.  *103;  Uvjgraphie  Unwerselley  Supplein. 

G g 
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Lisle  ; and  his  adjutant  killed  within  a few  yards  || 
of  him.  He  says,  it  is  horrible  to  see  what  he  = 
has  seen.  They  will  return  home,  through  H 
Holland,  about  July  next.  I 

“ I am  glad  to  hear  your  good  mother  is  better; 
but  neither  she  nor  I must  expect  much  amend-  , 1 
ment  in  health  : a good  ground-sweat  is  the  only  ^ 
effectual  cure  for  us.  But  all  our  infirmities  and  | 
pains  will  shortly  be  at  an  end. — I was  greatly  I 
affected  by  your  saying  on  your  mother’s  illness,  | 
‘ I cannot  have  another  mother.’  So  I cannot  ( 
have  another  wife,  like  her  I have  lost.  But  ) 
God’s  will  be  done  ! |t 

“ I purpose  going  to  Cowslip  Green  (God  I 
willing,)  sometime  in  June.  And  as  I shall  read  | 
there  but  little,  and  write  perhaps  not  at  all,  I hope 
my  eyes  by  being  rested  (and  so  much  as  I shall 
be  in  the  cool  air  too,)  will  get  stronger.  But  it 
is  nine  miles  off : a long  way  from  home  for  me. 

Home,  home,  though  never  so  homely  ! 

“ Matthew  Henry  was  an  excellent  man  ; and  I 
consequently  his  diaries  must  be  so  ; and  I make  | 
no  doubt  but  you  will  be  the  better  for  the  perusal  ii 
of  them. — I wish  you  would  jniblish  some  ex-  ? 

tracts  from  Dr.  Doddridge’s  diarv.” ■ 

(49.) 
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LETTER  55.  TO  THE  REV.  TIIOJLVS  STEDJLAN. 

'‘August,  1792. 

“I  congratulate  you  on  the  consecration  of  your 
new  Church. — I think  you  judge  wisely  in  not 
printing  your  sermon  on  that  occasion.  Thanhincj 
for  a sermon  is  by  many  like  saying  ‘ dear  sir’  at 
the  beginning  of  a letter,  and  ‘ yours  sincerely’  at 
the  end  of  it.  As  it  went  off  well  in  the  preach- 
ing, I think  you  had  better  let  well  alone.  More- 
over, when  a man  sits  in  judgment  on  it  in  his 
study,  examining  critically  every  sentence,  and 
turning  it  backward  and  forward  to  observe  the 
connection,  diction,  &c.,  it  is  no  very  eligible 
thing  to  print  a sermon  ; especially  one  so  local 
as  yours  is. 

“You  wish  for  those  near  you  (you  say,)  whom 
you  may  advise  with  on  varions  occasions  and 
emergencies  as  they  arise.  What  then  must  be 
my  situation,  who  have  scarce  a single  person  in 
or  near  this  place,  with  whom  I can  have  the 
least  serious  intercourse,  or  consult  on  my 
spiritual  affairs  ? Ciuite  a new  race  is  started 
up.  Where  are  now  the  Doddridges,  Ortons, 
**,’*’*,**,  of  former  times  ? All  gone  to 
dwell  in  other  regions — no  longer  pilgrims  of  this 
world.  May  we  prepare  to  follow  them  : and  if 
we  want  society,  let  us  converse  more  with  God, 
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and  our  own  hearts ; live  the  life  of  faith  ; and 
have  our  conversation  in  Heaven. 

“ Dr.  Kippis  should,  in  every  point  of  view,  have 
sent  you  the  proof-sheet  relating  to  his  account  of 
our  friend  Mr.  Orton,  before  publication  ; then 
you  might  have  hinted  such  alterations  as  occurred 
to  you.  I did  say  what  he  mentions  relating  to 
IMr.  Orton’s  prayers  : hut  written  in  gold,  is  too 
strong  an  expression  to  have  appeared  in  print. 
K.  behaved  ungenerously  by  Dean  Tucker ; 
though  the  Dean,  in  their  controversy,  had  treated 
him  very  genteely,  and  even  waited  on  him  per- 
sonally when  in  London. — I wish  he  had  never 
written  his  Life  of  Doddridge ; surely  Mr.  Or- 
ton’s excellent  Memoirs  of  him  were  sufficient. 

“ P.S.  If  we  cannot  do  all  the  good  we  wish, 
let  us  do  what  we  can  h” 

(50.) 

LETTER  6G.  TO  THE  REV.  TIIOJLIS  STEDMAX. 

“Bristol- Wells,  Feb.  1(J,  17.03. 

“ I thank  you  for  your  letter,  and  your  Thirtieth 
of  .Tanuary  Sei'mon  on  praying  for  the  Life  of  the 
King,  (Ezra  vi.  lO.s)  which  came  with  it  ; and 

f See  Cuusicieratiomy  p.  24. 

K “ 7'lmt  they  may  olier  sticnticos  of  sweet  savours  unto  the  GoD 
of  Heaven,  and  pray  for  the  life  of  the  king  and  of  his  sons.” 
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wish  it  may  have  an  effect,  answerable  to  the 
benevolence  of  your  heart  in  preaching  and  pub- 
lishing it. — But  ah  ! how  prevalent  is  the  per- 
nicious custom  of  the  times  ! Could  I have 
thought  it  possible,  that  you,  who  are  so  well 
versed,  &c.,  should  have  run  into  the  loose 
harangues  of  the  moderns  ? Alas  ! how  are  we 
fallen  stib  faecibus  Romuli!  Sermons  are  now 
no  more.  Loose,  disjointed  Essays  are  all  the 
fashion.  Well  ! were  I the  only  Clergyman  in 
England,  who  preached  a divided  sermon,  I 
would  persevere  and  glory  in  my  singularity.  1 
have  six  hundred  and  sixteen  sermons,  and  not 
one  undivided.  No  hearer,  be  he  ever  so  acute, 
can  give  a satisfactory  account  (as  Dean  Tucker 
justly  observes,)  of  these  fashionable,  modern 
essays.  I will  go  a step  farther  : was  the  best  and 
most  regularly  divided  sermon  to  be  preached  with- 
out saying  1st,  2nd,  3rd,  general  heads,  it  would 
be  almost  impossible  to  have  a clear  idea  of  it*'. 

**  “Above  all  things  divide  clearly,  and  sort  your  matter  well: 
the  work  is  more  than  half  fini.shed  wlieii  this  is  done;  your  words 
and  sentences  will  come  easy,  and  as  it  were  of  themselves.  To 
methodise  and  digest  well  i.s  the  point  both  for  the  speaker  and 
hearer — Qui  h*^ne  distitKjni(y  bem  docet.'' — See  “ An  Abridgment 
of  the  Aurifodimi  of  Drexelius.  Ily  George  Horne,  D.D.  late  Bishop 
of  Norwhdi  quoted  in  The  Scholar  Armed,  vol.  ii.  p.  299. 

The  late  learned  Dr.  Samuel  John.sou,  in  a letter  to  a young 
clergyman,  concerning  the  composition  of  a sermon,  very  properly 
observes,  that  “ the  divisions  not  only  help  the  memory  of  the  hearer, 
but  direct  the  judgment  of  the  writer;  they  supply  sources  of  in- 
vention, and  keep  every  part  in  its  proper  place.”  (Boswell’s  Life 
of  JohnsoHy  Lett.  3S5.  vol.  vii.  p.  340.)  [Note  by  Stedmaii.] 
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“ I always  write  my  plan  before  I begin  to  %mte 
a word  of  my  sermon. — But  planning  requires 
thought ; and  the  idleness  of  the  times  has  dis- 
carded thought. But,  blessed  he  God  ! I am 

going  into  another  world,  heartily  sick  of  the 

growing  follies  and  absurdities  of  this 

“ I am  glad  to  hear  that  Miss  *’s‘  writings  are 
SO  well  received  in  your  town  and  neighbourhood. 
She  is  in  a bad  state  of  health.  I had  a letter  from 
her  last  week,  wherein  she  says  : — ‘ I have  been 
confined  to  my  chamber  seven  weeks  by  excruciat- 
ing pains  in  my  head,  and  rheumatism  in  my  limbs, 
much  emaciated,  and  incapable  of  any  thing.  But 
I rather  pray,  that  these  sufferings  may  be  sanc- 
tified to  me,  than  removed  from  me.’ 

“ In  my  answer  to  her  I observed,  that,  when  we 
can  no  longer  be  luorking  servants,  we  should  be 
waiting  servants ; waiting,  like  Simeon,  in  the 
believing  view  of  Christ,  as  God’s  salvation. 
‘ Thou  art  the  God  of  my  salvation,’  says  the 
Psalmist ; ‘ on  Thee  do  I w'ait  all  the  dayh’  ‘ All 
the  days  of  my  appointed  time,’  says  Job,  ‘ will  I 
wait,  till  my  change  come*''.’  The  sentinel  and 
soldier  in  battle  are  equally  obedient  to  the  com- 
mander. 

‘ Probably  Hannah  Moro,  who,  a.s  appears  from  her  published 
correspondence,  was  about  this  time  iu  weak  health. 

j Psalm  XXV.  5.  ^ Job  siv.  14. 
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‘ Let  me  but  hear  my  Saviour  say, 

“ Strength  shall  be  equal  to  thy  day,’  ” 
says  Watts*, 

“ Ask  * * whether  the  sinful  fashion  of  this 
world  is  a repeal  of  God’s  law  ? I trow  not. 
Let  you  and  I then  be  ever  mindful  of  the  evil 
of  sin ; the  worth  of  our  souls ; the  weight  of 
eternity ; and  the  greatness  of  that  future  glory, 
which  will  be  the  certain  portion  of  all,  who  serve 
and  ‘love  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity"’.’ — 
The  Gospel  of  Christ  gives  faith  its  object,  hope 
its  certainty,  misfortune  an  alleviation,  sin  its 
pardon,  life  its  cordial,  and  death  its  comfort. 
Such  a Gospel,  Master  Stedman,  is  worth  our 
contending  for ; especially  when  a mad  w'orld  is 
disregarding  it,  as  of  no  consequence  here,  or 
hereafter.  I preach  every  Sunday,  (and  very 
boldly  too  : I fear  no  one  but  God,)  though  some- 
times very  ill : but  I cannot  attend  on  the  prayers, 
which  is  my  grief.  I go  out  of  my  parlour, 
across  the  way,  into  the  pulpit,  all  the  winter 
months.  Farewell!” 

(51.) 

LETTER  57.  TO  THE  REV.  TIIOJIAS  STEnJEVN. 

“ Bristol-  Wells,  July  1 , 1 793. 

“ Bishop  Horne  was  an  excellent 


' Book  i.  Hymn  15. 


" Eph.  vi.  24. 
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man  and  prelate,  and  much  in  earnest.  He  died 
with  great  resignation  and  fortitude". 

“Bishop  Ken  was  a pious  and  good  man;  hut 
I cannot  say  I much  like  his  divinity".  His 
Catechism  is  too  amorous  for  me  ; and  his  wit- 
ings  in  general  are  void  of  spirit.  As  to  his 
Manual  for  the  use  of  Winchester  College,  which 
your  letter  speaks  of,  it  was  never  used  there  in 
my  time.  As  a hook  of  devotions,  Merivale’s  is 
far  superior,  being  elegant,  sensible,  and  devout P. 
It  was  a favourite  book  of  our  friend  Mr.  Orton. 

“ Boswell’s  Life  of  Johnson,  which  you  are  so 
much  pleased  with,  and  recommend  to  me,  as 
entertaining  and  instructive,  I have  not  seen.  I 
can  read  hut  little  ; hut  shall  hope  to  get  one  of 
my  sons  to  read  it  to  me  in  the  ensuing  winter,  if 
I should  live  so  long. — I once  drank  tea  with 
Dr.  Johnson,  and  never  saw  him  before  or  after. 

“Borrow,  if  you  possibly  can,  Dodington’s‘< 


" George  Horne,  horn  in  1730  ; Fellow  of  Magdalene  College, 
Oxford,  in  1750;  President  of  the  College  in  1708 ; Dean  of  Canter- 
bury in  1781  ; Bishop  of  Norwich  in  1790;  died  at  Bath  in  1792. 

° Thomas  Ken,  born  in  1037  ; educated  at  Winchester.,  and  New 
College,  Oxford ; went  to  Holland  as  Chaplain  to  the  Princess  of 
Orange;  appointed  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells  in  1685;  wivs  one  of 
the  seven  Bishoj)s  sent  to  the  Tower  by  .lames  II.  in  1088;  at  the 
Revolution  refused  to  take  tlie  oaths  retiuired  of  him,  and  was  de- 
prived of  his  bishopric  in  1091  ; died  in  1711. 

I’  See  above,  p.  120,  below,  p.  213. 

**  George  Bul)b,  born  in  1691  ; assumed  the  name  of  Dodington  in 
1720;  held  s(*verul  subordinate  places  under  dilferent  Ministers; 
wa.s  created  Baron  Melcoinbe  in  1761  ; and  died  in  1762  : — a des- 
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Diary,  (afterwards  Lord  Melcombe,)  and  read  it. 
’Twill  open  your  mind  much,  as  it  has  done  mine, 
in  regard  to  all  the  deceit,  intrigues,  baseness, 
irreligion,  and  misery  of  those,  whom  we  falsely 
call  great ; and  confirm  the  biblical  account  of  the 
fall  of  man,  and  the  corruption  of  human  nature.” 
(52.) 

LETTER  58.  TO  THE  REV.  THOALIS  STEnjLVN. 

“ Bristol- IVells,  Feb.  17!)t. 

“ I would  send  you,  if  I knew  how,  half-a-dozen 
copies  strongly  bound,  of  my  Every  Man’s  Assist - 
ant,  or  Sick  Man  s Friend,  in  order  that  you  might 
lend  them  about  your  parish,  not  give  them  away. 
I would  send  half-a-dozen  more  to  any  serious 
Clergyman  of  your  acquaintance  : and  in  this  man- 
ner I would  dispose  of  those  copies  which  remain 
unsold  of  the  second  impression.  And  thus  I may 
be  doing  some  good ; and  at  a time  when  I am 
incapable  of  doing  any  in  another  way. — Lend 
religious  books  ; saying  for  what  time  you  lend 
them,  whether  for  a week,  or  a month;  and 
inquiring  what  use  hath  been  made  of  them  ; but 
seldom  give  away  any,  unless  it  be  to  such  persons 
in  whom  you  may  confide  for  a proper  application 
of  them  to  their  own  hearts. — E.xhort  people  to 
pray,  as  the  root  of  every  divine  grace,  and  the 

picablc  man,  known  chiefly  from  Ms  colobrated  “ Diary,”  which  was 
pnblislied  by  hi.s  executor  iii  1784. 

H h 
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only  solid  comfort  of  a living  and  dying  Christian. 
— My  own  Book  has  been  my  great  comfort  and 
support : that  and  the  Bible  are  almost  my  only 
reading. 

‘ As  one  condemn’d  to  leap  a precipice, 

Who  sees  before  his  eyes  the  depth  below. 

Stops  short,  and  looks  about  for  some  kind  shrub 
To  break  his  dreadful  fall ; so  I look  here 
For  friendly  aid  against  the  fears  of  death.’ 

Dryden. 

“ I highly  commend  your  reading  Bishop 
Horne’s  sermon  on  The  Death  of  the  old  Year, 
(2  Cor.  V.  17.)‘'  from  your  pulpit  on  New  Year’s 
Day.  I think  you  did  right  in  taking  the  volume 
with  you  into  the  pulpit,  laying  it  before  you,  and 
telling  your  people  whose  sermon  it  was,  you  were 
going  to  read  to  them.  The  quotation  from  the 
Spectator®  in  your  introduction  of  it,  was  much  to 

“ Therefore  if  any  man  he  in  Christ,  he  is  a new  creature : old 
things  are  passed  away;  behold,  all  things  are  become  new.” 

* The  passage  referring  to  Sir  Roger  do  Coverly’s  Chaplain  in 
No.  lOG; — “‘At  his  first  settling  with  me,’  [said  Sir  Roger,]  *I 
made  him  a present  of  all  the  good  Sermons  which  have  been  printed 
in  Engli.sh,  and  only  begged  of  him  that  every  Sunday  he  would 
pronounce  one  of  them  in  the  pulpit.  Accordingly  he  has  digested 
them  into  such  a series,  that  they  follow  one  another  naturally,  and 
make  a continued  system  of  practical  divinity.’  As  Sir  Roger  was 
going  on  in  his  .story,  the  gentleman  we  were  talking  of  came  up  to 
us;  and  upon  tlie  Knight’s  asking  him  who  preached  to-morrow, 
(for  it  was  Saturday  night,)  told  us,  the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  [Isaac 
Barrow?]  in  the  morning,  and  Dr.  South  in  the  afternoon.  He  then 
shewed  me  his  list  of  preachers  for  the  whole  year,  where  I .saw  with 
a great  deal  of  pleasure  Arehbisliop  Tillotson,  Bishop  Sauiulerson, 
Dr.  Barrow,  Ur.  Calaniy,  with  several  living  authors,  who  have  pub- 
lished discourses  on  practical  divinity.” 
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the  purpose,  striking,  and  quite  apropos. — I thank 
vou  for  vour  candour  in  communicatinc^  to  me 
from  time  to  time,  how  you  go  on,  and  what  jmu 
ai’e  doing.  There  is  (as  you  well  observe,)  a beauty 
and  propriety  in  worthy  Clergymen  conferring  with 
one  another,  and  comparing  each  other’s  notes 
and  minds : as,  by  so  doing,  they  strengthen 
their  hands  in  God,  and  build  up  one  another  in 
their  holy  faith. — May  God  prosper  all  your 
endeavours,  of  every  kind,  to  promote  His  glory, 
and  the  Church’s  good ! 

” Did  you  ever  see  Dr.  Nicholls’s  Commentary 
on  the  Book  of  Common-Prayer*?  I would  have 
you  recommend  it  to  eveiy  family  in  your  parish, 
who  can  afford  to  purchase  it as  it  will  shew 
them  the  use  of  the  Common-Prayer  and  Psalms,  as 
read  in  our  churches,  and  be  a standard  hook  from 
father  to  son.  I have  done  this  in  both  my 
parishes,  and  lend  it  occasionally  to  those  who 
cannot  afford  to  buy  it. — ‘ Is  it  not  to  be  feared,’ 
(says  Bishop  Horne,  in  the  admirable  Preface 
to  his  Commentary  on  the  Book  of  Psalms,)  ‘ that, 
for  want  of  such  instructions,  the  repetition  of  the 
Psalms,  as  performed  by  multitudes,  is  hut  one 
degree  above  mechanism  ? And  is  it  not  a melan- 
choly reflection,  to  he  made  at  the  close  of  a 

‘ “ A Comment  ou  the  Hook  of  Common  Prayer,”  (fcc.,  by  Wil- 
liam NicliolU,  D.D.,  Load.  fol.  1710, 
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long  life,  that,  after  reciting  them  at  proper 
seasons,  through  the  greatest  part  of  it,  no  more 
should  be  known  of  their  true  meaning  and  appli- 
cation, than  when  the  Psalter  was  first  taken  into 
hand  at  school ! ’ 

“ I am  much  pleased  with  the  following  lines 
from  Virgil"  : — 

‘ Ojjtima  (juaeque  dies  miseris  niortalibus  aevi 
Prima  fiigit ; suLeunt  morbi,  tristisque  senectus ; 

Et  labor  et  durae  rapit  inclementia  mortis.’ 

“ Thus  translated  by  Dr.  Warton,  master  of 
Winchester  school : — 

‘ The  days  of  youth  advance  with  double  speed ; 

Too  soon  the  pains  of  dire  disease  succeed. 
Unnumber’d  toils  approach,  and  helpless  age, 

And  cruel  death’s  inexorable  rage.’ 

“ In  the  third  edition  of  my  Assistant,  page  57,'’ 
you  will  see  Ahp.  Tillotson’s  Letter  to  Mr.  Hunt ; 
W'hich  I often  read  for  my  consolation  ; as  I do 
likewise,  pages  101  and  102;  and  generally  on 
Saturdays  page  71.* 

“ Many  thanks  to  you  for  Mr.  Orton’s  Medita- 
tion at  Buxton  y;  which  comes  very  opportunely, 
being  almost  wholly  confined  to  my  chamber; 
and  so  various,  formidable,  and  increasing  are  my 
complaints,  that  I scarcely  shtdl  survive  this  winter. 


" Georg,  iii.  GO. 

* Probably  pp.  101,  102,  71. 


» P.  57, ed. 1839. 
y See  IjelterSj  Append.  § 4. 
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I do  not  purpose  to  stir  out  of  my  house  (at  least 
not  farther  than  the  pavement  before  my  door,  on 
a sunshine  day,)  till  Mareh  next,  lest  I take  fresh 
cold,  which,  joined  with  my  other  complaints, 
would  demolish  me. 

“ My  sons  are  both  with  me,  as  I have  been  so 
ven.-  ill,  and  propose  to  continue  with  me  some  time  ; 
they  read  to  me  two  hours  in  an  evening,  when  I 
am  well  enough  to  attend  to  them  ; which  I often 
am  not.  I was  so  ill  two  nights  ago,  as  to  be 
obhged  to  go  to  bed  very  early : ‘ wearisome 
nights  are  appointed  to  me^.’  I frequently  endea- 
vour to  fortify  myself  by  a page  or  two  from 
Worthington  on  Resignation,  who  is  an  excellent 
writer.  Abp.  Tillotson  preached  his  funeral  ser- 
mon, and  speaks  highly  of  him,  as  a great  and 
good  man“ 

“P.  S.  There  is  an  edition  of  the  Pilgrim’s 
Progress  lately  published.  Recommend  it  to  your 
parishioners,  (especially  those  who  have  children,) 
to  buy  it.  I do  thus  in  most  of  my  letters,  and 
among  my  acquaintance,  where  I can  do  it  with 
propriety.  Bunyan  was  the  Divinity  Shakespear. 
I am  never  tired  with  reading  it.” 

(53.) 

* Job  vii.  3. 

» See  his  character  by  Abp.  Tillotsoa  prefixed  to  his  “ Select 
Discourses,”  Loud.  bvo.  1725. 
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LETTER  59.  TO  THE  REV.  THOMAS  STEDJLVN'. 

“ Bristol- Wells,  Dec.  27,  1791. 

“ During  my  late  illness,  I have  thrown  together 
a httle  pamphlet;  the  printing  of  which  (750)  will 
be  finished  to-mon'ow,  entitled,  ‘ Materials  for 
Talking  familiarly  with  Children  of  all  Ranks,  on 
the  subject  of  Religion.’  I will  send  you  a quarter 
of  a hundred  next  week  to  give  away ; and  at  the 
same  time  three  more  of  my  Assistant,  to  lend 
among  your  parishioners.  The  good  old  lady  to 
whom  you  lent  one  of  them,  calling  it  your  Curate,  is 
well  enough.  You  shall  not  want  a supply  of  such; 
and  I hope  they  will  prove  useful  ones. — I have 
dated  my  tract,  Jan.  1st,  as  I shall  give  some  of 
them  away  as  a kind  of  New  Year’s  gift : so  teU 
your  httle  daughter,  I shall  send  her  one  as  a New 
Year’s  gift;  and  Mrs.  S.  wdl  assist  you  in  your 
endeavours  to  impress  her  mind  gradually  with 

the  contents  of  it. When  you  catechise  your 

children,  mark  with  a pencil,  any  word  you  think 
they  do  not  understand,  and  endeavour  to  teach 
them  the  meaning  of  it.  By  this  method  they  will 
be  efi'ectually  prevented  fi'om  learning  the  Cate- 
chism, or  any  thing  else,  merely  by  rote. 

“ I have  in  my  study  a small  12mo  book, 
written  a hundred  years  ago  by  an  anonymous 
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writer,  fifth  edition,  containing  17’2  pages,  called 
“ The  Compleat  Catechist,  or  the  Art  of  Catechis- 
ing*^ superior  to  any  thing  on  the  subject  I ever 
yet  saw ; though  rather  in  a bad,  but  clear,  style, 
with  some  unnecessary  things  in  it ; but  the  most 
inteUigible  book  you  can  possibly  conceive.  I 
cannot  find  any  one  who  has  ever  heard  of  it ; yet 
all  allow'  to  whom  I have  shew'ed  it,  that  it  is  a 
most  useful  production.  I wish  it  were  judiciously 
abridged,  and  put  into  better  language  : what  a 
pity  it  is  it  should  be  out  of  print  and  unknown  ! 
— The  great  use  of  it  is  to  afford  matter  for 
Clergymen  in  talking  with  children;  and  a method 
and  arrangement  for  catechizing,  conversing,  and 
preaching.  I w'ould  not  take  five  guineas  for  my 
copy  of  it,  as  it  is  so  very  scarce  ; and  my  name  is 
stamped  on  the  covers,  that  it  may  never  go  out  of 
my  family. 

“Turn  to  the  seventh  volume  of  the  Spectator, 
No.  513,  and  you  w'ill  find  a very  elegant  composi- 
tion in  English : and  in  the  same  page  one  in  French, 
amazingly  fine  indeed,  w'ritten  by  Monsieur  Des 

^ “The  Art  of  Catochi.sinir:  or,  The  Compleiit  Cutochist:  in  four 
parts. — I.  The  Chureh-CatechLsm  resolveil  into  easie  Question.^,  to 
be  answered  only  by  Ves  or  So, — II.  An  exposition  of  it  in  a continued, 
full,  ami  plain  Discourse. — III.  The  Church-Catechism  resolved  into 
8crij)tare-Proofs. — IV.  The  whole  duty  of  Man  reduced  into  Ques- 
tions, to  be  answered  by  a single  IV, y or  No. — Fitted  for  the  meanest 
Capacities,  the  weakest  iMeinories,  the  plainest  Teachers,  and  the 
most  uninstructed  Learners.  The  Qfth  Kdition.”— Loudon,  17 Id. 
lirst  published  in  1691. 
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Barreaux^,  who  had  been  one  of  the  greatest  wits, 
libertines,  and  penitents  in  France.  The  two  last 
verses  of  which,  though  very  unequal  to  the  force 
of  the  original,  have  been  thus  translated  : — 

‘ Where  now,  oh ! where  shall  wrathful  thunders  fall  ? 

Chuist’s  blood  o’erspreads,  and  shields  me  from  them  all.’ 

“ In  what  a wretched  state  must  an  old 

man  be,  who  is  loaded,  like  * * and  me,  with 
infirmities,  without  the  grace  of  God  to  support 
him  ? If  he  thinks  at  all,  (which  alas ! too  many 
do  not,)  what  can  he  have  before  him,  ‘ but  a fear- 
ful looking  for  of  judgment*^  ? 

(54.) 

<■  Jacques  Vullee,  Lord  Des  Barreaux,  born  in  1602,  and  died  in 
1673.  His  penitence  does  not  seem  to  be  so  well  established  as  his 
wit  and  profligacy.  His  celebrated  Sonnet,  which  he  composed  a 
few  years  before  his  death,  is  as  follows : — 

“ Grand  Dieu,  Tes  jugemens  sont  remplis  d’equite; 

Toujours  Tu  prens  plaisir  a nous  Otre  propice : 

Mais  j’ai  taut  fait  de  mal,  c[ue  jamais  Ta  bonle 
Ne  me  pardonnera  sans  choquer  Ta  ju.stice. 

Ouy,  moil  Dieu,  la  grandeur  de  mon  impiele 
Ne  lais.sc  J Ton  pouvoir  que  le  choix  du  suplice : 

Ton  int(*rest  s’oppose  h ma  felicite  ; 

Et  Ta  cl^mence  m^me  attend  que  je  p6ris.se. 

Coiitente  Ton  cl6sir  puis  qu’il  T’est  glorieux ; 

Offense  Toy  des  pleurs  qui  coulent  de  mc.s  yeux; 

Tonne,  frappe,  il  cst  temps,  rens  moi  guerre  pour  guerre ; 

J’adore  eii  perissant  la  raison  qui  T’aigrit: 

Mais  dcssus  quel  endroit  tombera  Ton  tonnerre, 

Qui  ne  .soit  tout  convert  du  sang  de  Jesus  Christ?” 

(See  Bayle,  VicL  Hist,  et  Crii.;  Biographie  Uniters.) 

^ Hebr,  X.  27. 
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LETTER  60.  TO  THE  REV.  THO.M.VS  .STED>LVN. 

“ Bristol-  Wells,  April,  1795. 

“ It  is  astonishing  what  a demand  there  is  for 
Mrs.  Hannah  More’s  little  Tracts.  After  the  sale 
of  two  hundred  and  eleven  thousand,  sixty  thou- 
sand are  now  bespoke. 

“ As  my  memory  fails  me,  I forget  whether  in 
my  last  letter  I mentioned  to  you  the  means  of 
doing  good®.  I don’t  like  giving  money  to  the 
poor,  as  they  lay  it  out  improperly,  or  to  disadvan- 
tage : therefore,  when  we  pray  to  be  the  instru- 
ments of  good  to  others,  or  a blessing  to  them, 
let  us  he  really  so,  by  giving  them  shoes,  stockings, 
gowns,  linen,  &c. ; by  coals  or  bread ; by  paving 
their  house  rent ; by  giving,  lending,  or  recom- 
mending hooks,  such  as  Bibles,  Common-Prayer 
Books,  spelling  books,  &c. ; by  putting  children  to 
school,  and  teaching  them  to  write ; by  talking 
with  children  or  servants ; by  seasonable  advice ; 
by  serious  sentences  occasionally  in  letters ; by 
religious  conversation,  when  it  can  be  introduced, 
wdth  prayer  ; by  visiting  the  sick,  or  sending  them 
a dinner ; by  paying  their  Apothecary  for  his 
attendance  and  medicines;  by  subscribing  to  Infir- 
maries and  other  charities ; by  relieving  prisoners, 
t i whom  small  donations  are  acceptable;  by  slips 

* See  above,  p.  58,  ifee. 
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of  paiier  against  lying,  swearing,  sabbath-breaking, 
&c.  There  are  other  methods  too,  which  may  be 
devised. — Here  I sit  useless  : though  I wish  to  be 
an  instrument  of  good,  and  am  continually  thinking 
on  the  means  of  doing  it.  I thank  God  for  the 

willing  mind 

“ How  can  young  * * * ever  know  a moment’s 
peace ; when  he  thinks  on  his  pious  father,  of  the 
pains  he  took  with  him  to  educate  him  for  Holy 
Orders,  and  of  his  having  deserted  his  station,  and 

turned ? ‘ In  all  time  of  our  tribulation,  in 

all  time  of  our  wealth:  Good  Lord,  deliver  us  !’ 
“You  speak  of  my  rising  to  everlasting  life, 
and  of  my  happy  lot  at  the  end  of  time,  quoting 
Daniel  xii.  13.^  I assure  you  I have  fi-equently 
very  painful  doubts  on  that  head.  If  I am  saved, 
it  will  be  through  the  mercy  of  God  in  Jesus 
Christ.  I renounce  therefore  all  self-confidence. 
I disclaim  all  merit  in  point  of  dependance,  not  in 
point  of  performance,  as  an  evidence  of  my  faith  in 
Christ  on  the  terms  of  the  Gospel;  ‘looking  for 
the  mercy  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  unto  eternal 
lifes.’ 

“ I have  been  veiw  ill  with  mv  calculous  com- 
plaints ; and  (except  walking  for  a quarter  of  an 

I “ But  go  thou  thy  way  till  the  end  he;  for  thou  shall  rest,  and 
stand  in  thv  lot  at  the  end  of  thy  days.” 

8 Jude  21. 
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hour  one  day  before  my  door,)  I liave  not  been  out 
for  five  months  and  a fortnight  this  day.” 

(55.) 

LETTER  61.  TO  THE  REV.  THOMAS  STEDJI^AN. 

“ Bristol- Wells,  July  17,  1795. 

“ I generally  think  with  you ; but  cannot  see 
Bp.  Patrick’s  Devotions  in  the  same  light  you 
do.  How  Dr.  Doddridge  could  make  use  of  them, 
as  is  recorded  in  his  diaiy,  is  to  me  rather  myste- 
rious ; as  he  could  pray  extempore  in  so  masterly 
a manner,  so  animated,  and  so  devoutly.  Many 
of  Bp.  Patrick’s  writings  are  judicious;  and  he 
was  certainly  a great  man  : but  his  style  is  now 
become  obsolete ; Jenks’s  Devotions  are  much 
superior ; though  his  style  stands  in  need  of 
emendations.  In  mv  opinion  Merivale’s  exceeds 
them  all.  The  late  Bishop  of  London’s  (Dr.  Gib- 
son,) Prayers  are  very  accurate  indeed ; succinct, 
yet  full. 

“ The  warm  weather  is  detrimental  to  me  as  it 
affects  my  breath ; which  is  now  so  short,  that 
with  difficulty  I get  up  stairs,  and  cannot  walk 
but  on  even  ground,  and  then  only  a very  little 
way,  and  very  slowly.  I this  month  enter  on  my 
eightieth  year,  and  cannot  last  much  longer. 

“ I have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you,  that 
Dr.  Blair  (the  celebrated  sermon-writer,)  has  sent 
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me  the  third  edition  of  my  Materials  for  Children, 
printed  by  their  principal  bookseller,  Creech.  It 
came  to  me  under  cover  of  two  franks  with  a let- 
ter signifying  his  approbation : though  I am  an 
entire  stranger  to  him. 

“ Rivington  last  week  informed  me,  that  the 
twelfth  edition  of  my  Prayers  is  sold,  (consisting, 
I think,  of  three  thousand,)  and  that  he  shall  imme- 
diately print  a thirteenth  edition. 

“ Seven  hundred  thousand  of  Mrs.  Hannah 
More’s  Tracts  have  been  sold,  and  the  demand 
still  so  great,  that  they  cannot  be  printed  fast 
enough.  Hazard  says,  a million  will  have  been 
sold  before  the  end  of  next  month.  No  such  sale 
has  ever  been  heard  of  in  the  annals  of  England. 
She  is,  I am  sorry  to  say,  in  a very  indifferent 
state  of  health 

“ It  was  seven  months  I had  been  absent  from 
church  ; and  a year  exactly  from  my  preaching  in 
any  pulpit,  I have  now  preached  twice  at  the 
Wells  Chapel,  (in  June,)  and  shall  preach  soon 
before  the  Mayor,  who  is  this  year  Mr.  S.,  a 
nephew  of  Mr.  Orton.  I want  hreath  to  ascend 
the  pulpit ; but  order  a long  psalm  till  I am  reco- 
vered, and  then  1 do  tolerably  well*'.  I have  not 

Hmiiiali  IMorti,  in  a letter  dated  179-1,  says,  “My  venerable 
friend,  Sir  .1.  Stoiihouse,  is  preacliinp  on  the  verpu  of  fourscore  with 
the  vigour  of  live-aud-tweuty.’^  {Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  39G.) 
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been  in  Bristol  for  eleven  months,  nor  at  Clifton 
for  twelve  months. 

“ I hope  you,  Mrs.  S.  and  your  children  are  all 
well.  None  know  the  value  of  health,  hut  those 
who  have  lost  it.  Yet,  if  we  have  the  blessing  of 
God,  and  an  interest  in  Christ,  it  is  not  very  mate- 
rial, whether  we  are  in  heidth,  or  not  (exclusive  of 
our  being  actively  useful.) — May  this  blessing  rest 
on  you  and  yours  : and  on,  dear  sir, 

Stoniiouse,  the  aged. 

“ P.S.  I have  referred  you  to  the  Spectator,  Vol. 
iv.  No.  289  : and  a little  book  lies  on  my  table, 
entitled  The  Triumph  of  Faith,  or,  the  Real  Chris- 
tian s Hope  in  Death ; containing  an  account  of 
the  deaths  of  Hervey,  Doddridge,  &c.” 

(56.) 

LETTER  62.  TO  TUE  REV.  THOMAS  STEDJLVN. 

" Bristol-Wells,  Oct.  2,  1795. 

“ It  is  no  small  satisfaction  to  me,  that  my  little 
Tract  has  been  so  generally  received.  It  is  my 
last  effort ; and,  I trust,  as  you  say,  it  shall  not 
be  in  vain.  I have  letters  of  their  approbation  in 
strong  terms  from  the  Bishops  of  * *,  * 
and  * * * ; and  from  some  of  the  nobility,  and 
several  principal  people  in  various  parts  of  the 
kingdom, — I wish  it  may  be  read  : but,  as  you 
justly  observe,  how  few  comparatively  buy  reli- 
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gious  books  to  give  away ; and  how  few  have 
time  or  inclination  to  read  them.  We  are,  never- 
theless, to  do  our  duty  by  a benevolent  exertion  to 
serve  our  fellow  creatures. 

“ I think  you  judge  well  in  preaching  agreeably 
to  the  seasons  of  the  year ; as  on  the  harvest, 
spring,  winter,  &c.  But,  whenever  you  travel, 
preach  on  death,  judgment,  or  eternity,  properly 
evangelized'. 

“ I congratulated  the  Dean  of  Gloucester,  in  a 
letter,  on  the  attention  paid  to  him  by  the  master 
and  scholars  of  the  free-school  at  Ruthin,  where 
he  was  educated.  It  was  a long  journey  for  him 
to  take,  at  his  time  of  life.  But  I suppose  he  is 
desirous  of  seeing  old  places  once  more. — He  is 
not  in  the  least  puffed  up  by  the  popular  reception 
he  has  met  with  on  many  occasions.  He  cannot 
write  any  letter,  nor  do  any  thing ; but  sent  me  a 
friendly  message  in  answer  to  mv  congratulations. 

“I  am  very  indifferent,  and  have  not  been  below 
stairs  since  Monday  se’nnight.” 

(60.) 

LETl’ER  G3.  TO  THE  REV.  TIIOJLVS  STEDJLAX. 

“ Brislol-JVeUs,  Oct.  21,  1795. 

“ I have  once  more  got  down  stairs  to  dine ; 
though  1 have  not  yet  been  out ; and  probably  shall 

' See  above,  p.  171. 
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not  this  winter.  I have  given  over  all  thoughts 
of  going  to  any  place  of  worship  till  April  next, 
should  I live  so  long ; w'hich  it  is  probable  I shtdl 
not. — How  ought  those  who  are  healthy  to  thank 
God  for  the  ability  of  going  out,  and  endeavour  to 
improve  every  sabbath.  But  too  many,  alas  ! are 
regardless  of  so  valuable  a privilege. 

“ I am  truly  glad  to  hear  that  there  is  a proba- 
bihty  of  having  Dr.  Doddridge’s  Famihj  Expositor 
on  the  four  Evangelists  thrown  out  of  the  Har- 
mony ; by  which  the  Doctor  had  perplexed  it.  I 
should  be  very  willing  to  do  any  thing  I could  to 
facilitate  the  design ; but  it  is  not  in  my  power. 
I can  now  attend  to  nothing,  which  requires  the 
least  application  ; and  must  therefore  desire  Mr. 
* * not  to  send  to  me  what  he  proposes 

“‘To  he,  as  you  are,  on  the  verge  of 

an  happy  eternity,  is  rather  a source  of  envy  than 
condolence.  I am  desirous  of  learning  something 
more  fi'om  one  so  near  an  heavenly  inheritance.’ 
So  writes  a pious  lady,  who  judges  of  me  by  my 
writings,  preaching,  and  outside  : whereas,  I want 
to  learn  how  to  live  more  patiently,  to  have  more 
communion  with  God,  and  to  be  reconciled  to 
thoughts  of  death.  I wish  and  pray  to  acquire  a 
better  regulation  of  myself ; for  I have  yet  much 
to  learn,  and  a very  little  time  longer  allotted  me  : 
not  a week  perhaps,  or  even  a day.  I am  quite 
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worn  out,  and  only  the  ruins  of  mortality  now  re- 
maining. 

“ Oh,  that  I may  be  made  wiser  and  better  every 
day ; more  weaned  from  the  world,  more  willing 
to  leave  it,  and  more  fit  for  a residence  among 
glorified  spirits : Oh,  that  He  would  give  me  a 
more  comfortable  persuasion,  that  He  would  he 
my  salvation ; a firmer  persuasion  of  pardon,  and 
a stronger  sense  of  being  accepted.  I have  often 
great  doubts  and  fears,  when  I consider  what  I 
have  been,  and  what  I might  have  been. 

“ We  should  he  very  thankful  for  the  great 
privilege  of  darting  up  to  Heaven  secret  ejacula- 
tions at  any  time,  in  any  place,  or  posture! : and 
every  man  is  more  or  less  happy,  as  he  has  been 
more  or  less  accustomed  to  this  intercourse  with 
God.  See  and  reflect  on  pages  178  and  182  of 
the  third  edition  of  my  Every  Mans  Assistant; 
and  likewise  on  page  ISO."^ 

“ That  God  may  direct  you  and  yours  (together 
with  myself,)  safe  to  His  heavenly  kingdom,  amidst 
all  the  snares  and  delusions  in  our  way,  is  the 
hearty  desire  of,  dear  sir,  much  and  faithfully 
yours,  J.  SxoNHOUSE.” 

(61.) 

J SI'C  iibovo,  pp.  fi.l,  21S.  >■  Probiiblv  pp.  178,  183,  191. 
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LETTER  64.  TO  THE  REV.  (?)  BENMAJELN’  DAWSOX '. 

“ Bristol- Wells,  Nov.  23,  1795. 

“ Dear  Ben, 

" Enclosed  I send  you  the  third  Edition  of  my 
Materials;  three  of  which  in  England,  and  one  in 
Scotland,  have  been  printed  since  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary last.  This  is  a satisfaction  to  me ; for  it 
appears  to  me  of  great  importance  what  early  as- 
sociations of  ideas  are  communicated  and  habi- 
tuated to  the  minds  of  children.  The  benefit  of 
this  plan  has  now  been  recommended  by  several  of 
the  Clergy,  and  others,  as  a rational,  intelligible, 
and  expeditious  manner  of  communicating  Scrip- 
tural knowledge  to  cliildren  from  four  years  of  age 
to  twelve  and  upwards.  I give  little  rewards  from 
three  pence  to  a shilling  to  such  as  make  a pro- 
gress in  the  contents.  See  pages  8,  14,  and  21. 

“People  will  soon  he  saying  ‘ A merry  Christ- 
mas and  a happy  New  year  / say,  you  ought  to 
mean,  ‘ Sir,  or  Madam,  a serious  Christmas,  and 
an  holy  New  Year.’  Think  of  this. 

“ I was  much  pleased  with  Mrs.  H.  More’s 
Second  Part  of  The  Two  Farmers,  Worthy  and 
Bragwell : — very  entertaining  and  very  instructive, 
and  level  to  the  lowest  capacity. 

Gent.  vol.  Ixxxv.  p.  389. 

K k 
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“ The  sixth  Edition  of  my  Considerations  is  pub- 
lished; hut  there  is  not  much  difference  between 
that  and  the  fifth.  Mr.  Heathcote  bought  500  of 
them  to  give  to  his  tenants,  workmen,  and  neigh- 
bours, and  100  of  my  Materials.  May  God  give 
His  blessing  to  my  weak  endeavours,  and  make  all 
my  writings  tend  to  His  Glory,  the  honour  of  Re- 
ligion, and  the  salvation  of  souls  ! 

“A  Gentleman  who  gives  away  a good  deal  of 
money  in  charity,  says  to  any  one  who  thanks 
him,  ‘Dont  thank  me,  but  thank  Christ,  Who  put 
it  into  my  heart.’  This  is  true  piety,  unaffected 
humility,  and  very  suitable  to  the  character  of  a 
real  Christian,  acting  on  Christian  principles. 
The  generality  give,  I fear,  more  through  osten- 
tation than  principle"’.  So  thinks  J.  S.” 

LETTER  65.  TO  THE  REV.  THOMAS  STEDJLVN'. 

“ Bristol-JVclls,  Nov.  28,  1795. 

" As  I am  sending  to  Mr.  V.  a parcel  by  the 
coach,  I shall  inclose  this  letter  in  it ; which  con- 
tains the  third  edition  of  my  Materials  for  talking 
familiarly  with  Children;  which  he  will  frank  and 
fonvard  to  you. 

“ I onco  said  to  the  late  Sir  Jame.s  Stonhouse,  that  I thonght 
many  charities  arose  from  vanity  and  ostentation.  Hi.s  answer  was, 
‘ Whenever  you  see  a man  do  a good  action,  always  look  at  the 
bright  side  of  the  question,  and  give  him  credit  for  his  motives.’*^ 
{^Gent.  Mug..,  vol.  Ixxiv.  p.  1190.) 
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“ I have  ordered  a thousand  of  them  to  be  dis- 
tributed by  booksellers  in  London  and  elsewhere. 
— I give  premiums  of  threepence,  sixpence,  and 
to  some  even  a shilling,  who  give  the  best  account 
of  it. 

" I tbank  you  for  the  perusal  of  Mr.  Orton’s 
sermon  on  2 Kings  xiii.  14,“  preached  before  Dr. 
Doddridge,  on  his  taking  leave  of  him  before  he 
embarked  for  Lisbon.  It  is  a very  atfecting  dis- 
course ; and  I cannot  wonder  that  the  Doctor  was 
so  greatly  affected  (as  Mrs.  Doddridge  told  you 
he  was,)  on  hearing  it  delivered  ; especially  as  Mr. 
Orton  had  something  so  singularly  striking  in  his 
manner  of  preaching. 

“ Are  Dr.  Doddridge  and  Mr.  Orton  dead  ? Are 
many  eminent  writers  and  preachers  now  no  more  ? 
But  God  will  raise  up  others,  and  provide  Ministers 
for  His  Church  and  people.  ‘ He  has  the  residue  of 
the  Spirit® and  can  raise  up  others,  as  He  raised 
up  those  who  are  deceased.  The  Prophets  do  not 
live  for  ever : but  the  great  Head  of  the  Church 
does ; Who  is  the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  for 
ever.  All  the  great  and  good  of  former  ages  are 
dead ; and  yet  there  are  others  now  living.  Praise 
the  Lord  ! 

“ “ Now  Elifilia  wa.s  fallen  sick  of  the  sickne.ss  whereof  he  died. 
And  Joash,  the  King  of  Israel,  came  down  imto  him,  and  wept  over 
his  face,  and  said,  * 0 my  father,  my  father,  the  chariot  of  Israel, 
and  the  horsemen  thereof.’” 

• Mah  ii.  15. 
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“ What  a comfortable  text  is  there  in  St.  Peter ; 
‘The  Lord  careth  for  you?.’  You  care  for  your 
children  : He  for  us. 

“ I shall  be  a close  prisoner  to  my  house  all  this 
winter,  should  I live  through  it,  which  is  very 
doubtful.  My  nights  are  very  tedious.  I dread 
going  to  bed. 

“ How  very  striking  and  emphatical  are  the 
words  of  St.  Paul,  just  as  he  was  embarking  at 
Miletus;  with  which  I shall  conclude  my  letter: — 
I commend  both  you,  and  Mrs.  S.  and  5mur 
children  to  Gon  ; and  to  the  word  of  His  Grace, 
which  is  able  to  build  you  up,  and  to  give  you  an 
inheritance  among  them  that  are  sanctified'!.’ 

“ This  is  the  heart’s  desire,  and  prayer  of,  my 
dear  sir,  much  and  faithfully  yours, 

J.  Stonhouse.” 

(62.) 

Shortly  after  the  date  of  this  letter  his  last 
illness  began,  of  which  the  following  account 
was  sent  to  Mr.  Stedman  by  a friend,  who  was 
with  him  when  he  expired : — “ Sir  James  Ston- 
house’s  illness  did  not  last  a week  : and,  it  being 
necessary  to  keep  him  as  quiet  as  possible,  there 
were  few  circumstances  of  moment  that  occurred. 
He  suffered  little  ; which  was  a great  mercy.  At 


P 1 St.  Pet.  V.  7. 


’ Acts  XX.  32. 


' Letters,  p.  226. 
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times,  owing  to  the  fever,  he  was  rather  light- 
headed ; hut  the  last  day  he  was  perfectly  sensible  ; 
— felt  and  talked  of  his  approaching  end; — declared 
he  experienced  much  comfort  and  inward  sup- 
port ; — that  he  died,  renouncing  all  self-confi- 
dence ; resting  solely  on  the  mercy  of  God,  and 
the  merits  of  Christ.  In  fact,  his  end  was  truly 
dignified, — humble,  thankful,  patient  and  resigned  ; 
with  a proper  degree  of  composure,  without  pre- 
sumption.” He  was  buried  in  the  Wells  Chapel, 
where,  underneath  the  monument  in  memory  of 
his  wife,  is  the  following  epitaph  written  by  Mrs. 
Hannah  More : — 

IN  THE  SAME  GRAVE 
LIE3  INTERRED 

HER  MOST  AFFECTIONATE  HUSBAND, 

SIR  JAMES  STOMIOUSE,  BART.,  M.D., 

TO  WHOM 

SHE  HAD  BEEN  MARRIED 
THIRTY-FOUR  YEARS. 

Here  rests  awhile,  in  liappier  climes  to  shine, 

The  Orator,  I’hysician,  ami  Divine  : 

’Twas  his,  like  Luke,  the  double  task  to  fill, 

To  heal  the  nat’ral,  and  the  moral  ill. 

You,  whose  awaken’d  hearts  his  labours  blest. 

Where  ev’ry  truth  by  ev’ry  grace  was  drest ; 

Oh!  let  your  lives  evince  that  still  you  feel 
The  effective  influence  of  his  fervent  zeal. 

One  spirit  rescued  from  eternal  woe 
Were  nobler  fame  than  marble  can  bestow  ; 
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That  lasting  monument  will  mock  decay, 

And  stand,  triumphant,  at  the  final  day. 

HE  DIED  DECEMBER  THE  EIGHTH,  1795,  I 

IN  THE  80tH  year  OF  HIS  AGE. 

I3E  FAITHFUL. 

In  All-Saints  Church,  Northampton,  under  the 
monument  in  honour  of  his  wife,  a tablet  has  been  5 
put  up  with  the  following  inscription  : — 

SACRED 

TO  THE  MEMORY 

OF  HER  AFFECTIO^■ATE  HUSBAND 

Sir  JAMES  STONHOUSE,  Bart., 

DOCTOR  OF  physic; 

THE  PROJECTOR,  FRIEND,  AND  PHYSICIAN 
OF  THE  COUNTY  INFIRMARY, 

ESTABLISHED  IN  THE  YEAR  1743; 

WHERE  THE  LAME  WALK  AND  THE  SICK  ARE  HEALED. 
AFTERWARDS 

HE  WAS  FOR  MANY  YEARS 

RECTOR  OF  GREAT  & LITTLE  CHEVEREL,  WILTSHIRE; 

AND  EXEMPLARY  AS  A 3IINISTER. 

BUT  IN  THAT  IMMORTAL  STATE 
ON  WHICH  HE  IS  NOW  ENTER’D, 

HOW  DIM  IS  HUMAN  EXCELLENCE! 

READER, 

IT  IS  HIS  SUPERIOR  HONOR  AT  THIS  PERIOD 
THAT  HE  WAS  PARTAKER  WITH  HER 
IN  THE  CHRISTIAN  CHARACTER, 

WITH  WHOM  HE  WAS  UNITED 
IN  THE  CONJUGAL  RELATION. 

HE  DIED  THE  8tH  DAY  OF  DECEMBER 

1795 

IN  THE  80th  year  OF  HIS  AGE. 

The  following  character  of  him  appeared 
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in  the  Gentleman  s Magazine^  shortly  after  his 
death  : — 

“ The  celebrity  of  this  venerable  Divine,  both  as 
a preacher,  and  the  Author  of  several  religious 
tracts,  is  well  known.  A numerous  acquaintance, 
of  all  ranks,  from  the  peer  to  the  peasant,  will  long 
retain  his  memory  in  their  affections,  as  a warm 
friend,  and  an  agreeable  and  instructive  companion. 

“ To  great  quickness  of  apprehension,  and  to 
great  nicetv  of  discrimination,  he  united  a lively 
fancy  and  a vigorous  intellect.  He  was  naturally 
fond  of  society ; and  his  manners  were  as  affable 
and  pohshed  as  his  conversation  was  brilliant  and 
instructive.  These  qualities  received  an  additional 
value  fi’om  the  lustre  which  they  borrowed  from 
his  superior  excellencies ; from  morals  correct  and 
exemplary  ; from  benevolence,  which  was  extended 
to  every  sect  and  denomination  of  men  ; and  from 
Religion,  which  was  neither  inflamed  by  enthu- 
siasm, nor  soured  by  superstition. 

“ That  love  to  God  and  man,  which  is  the  es- 
sence of  Christ’s  Religion,  was  so  shed  abroad  in 
his  heart,  and  so  influenced  his  actions,  that  his  en- 
ergetic strains  in  his  public  addresses,  even  till  with- 
in a few  months  of  his  death,  (notwithstanding  his 
great  age  and  many  infirmities,)  had  suffered  but 
little  diminution  ; nor  had  his  liberality  any  other 
’ Vol.  Ixv.  p.  1076:  Ixvi.  165. 
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restraint  than  that  of  genuine  prudence.  To  all  j 
good  men,  (those  at  least  whom  he  believed  to  be 
such,)  whatever  religious  names  they  were  distin- 
guished by,  he  cheerfully  extended  the  right  hand 
of  friendship  ; and  a I’eal  indigent  person,  however  i 
strange  his  face,  or  futile  his  claim,  never  applied  ■ 
to  him  in  vain  for  relief.  Many  public  charities 
will  bear  respectful  testimony  to  his  support ‘ ; and 
many  more  of  a private  nature  will  severely  feel 
and  lament  its  extinction,  and  especially  those  in 
his  own  parishes,  where  he  had  left  a commission 
with  a confidential  friend  (ever  since  his  complaints 
obliged  him  to  non-residence,)  to  dispense  books, 
medicines,  and  money,  to  the  sick  and  poor,  ac- 
cording to  their  exigences.  But  what  manifested 
the  sincerity  of  his  professions  and  the  real  dignit}' 
of  his  character  much  more  impressively  than  can 
the  description  of  words,  or  a retrospective  view  of 
his  life,  were  his  dying  moments,  in  which  he  dis- 
plaved  a calm  resignation  of  his  soul  to  Him 
Whom  he  loved  and  honoured,  in  the  exercise  of 
true  Christian  faith,  yet  without  presumption,  and 
in  the  enjovment  of  hope  full  of  immortality.’ 


t He  fiociiis  to  have  had  a.  toleral)ly  large  income.  He  “ possessed 
a pleiitirul  fortuiH*"  when  he  first  settled  at  Northampton,  (ji.  8.)  he 
enjoyed  there  a very  extensive  medical  practice,  (p.  31.)  his  second 
wile  l>ronght  him  n considerable  estate,  (p.  SO.)  and  latterly  ho  held 
two  Livings,  the  united  income  of  which  would  at  present  amount  to 
,.^'758,  (pp.  82,  1-10.)  besides  a Lectureship  in  Bristol. 
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He  left  behind  him  some  papers,  (consisting  of 
Meditations,  &c.)  but  with  the  strictest  injunctions 
that  they  should  not  be  published ; and  his  son 
Timothy  disapproved  so  much  of  Mr.  Stedman’s 
publishing  his  Letters  without  leave  of  the  family, 
that  he  is  believed  to  have  destroyed  those  which 
he  had  himself,  together  with  many  other  papers, 
that  they  might  not  be  made  use  of  after  his  death. 


APPENDIX. 

Note  [A]  p.  9. 

The  following  anecdote  connected  with  Dr.  Ston- 
house’s  conversion  to  Christianitv  was  received 
from  a friend  : — 

“ The  story  of  Sir  James  Stonhouse’s  comie.x- 
ion  with  Doddridge  which  was  received  in  the 
family  was  this : — that  he  had  been  for  some  time 
at  Northampton,  as  a professed  unbeliever,  when 
a patient  whom  he  had  attended  died,  and  left 
money  for  a funeral  sermon  to  be  preached  by 
Doddridge,  adding  that  Dr.  Stonhouse  should  be 
invited  to  attend.  He  went  for  the  first  time  to 
Doddridge’s  chapel,  was  struck  with  the  sermon, 
and  on  the  following  Sunday  was  seen  standing  in 
a corner  of  the  chapel  as  much  out  of  sight  a.s  po.^;- 
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sible.  This  occurred  Sunday  after  Sunday  for 
several  weeks,  when  Doddridge  gave  out  that  he 
would  preach  a course  of  sermons  on  tlie  Evidences, 
which  Dr.  Stonhouse  (for  whom  Doddridge  after- 
wards said  he  intended  them,)  heard,  and  which 
were  afterwards  published  (the  “ Three  Sermons,” 
ike.).  Dr.  Stonhouse  soon  avowed  his  change, 
and  “ The  Rise  and  Progress,  &c.”  was  said  to  have 
been  written  to  carry  on  the  work  begun  by  the 
sermons  ; — but  this  last  part  of  the  tradition  looks 
mythical,  as  sharing  in  the  tendency  of  popular 
things  and  stories  to  crystallize  round  some  hero 
or  other“.” 


COLLECT  FOR  ALL  SAINTS’  DAY. 

O Almighty  God,  Who  hast  knit  together 
Thine  elect  in  one  communion  and  fellowship,  in 
the  mystical  body  of  Thy  Son  Christ  our  Lord  ; 
Grant  us  grace  so  to  follow  Thy  blessed  Saints  in 
all  virtuous  and  godly  living,  that  we  may  come 
to  those  unspeakable  joys,  which  Thou  hast  pre- 
pared for  them  that  unfeignedly  love  Thee ; through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 


u The  tlirce  Sermons  On  the  EvidenceSy  <Jr.  were  first  published  in 
1736,  seven  yours  before  Dr.  Stonhouse  was  acquainted  with  Dod- 
dridge ; The  Rise  and  Pro^resSy  in  1745. 


INDEX. 


Adasis,  Wm.,  D.D.,  Master  of 
Pembr.  Coll.,  Oxford,  178. 

Akensicle,  Mark,  M.D.,  10,  etc. 

Andrews,  Kev.  John,  *224. 

Augustine,  St.,  quoted,  214. 

Bagot,  Lewis,  Bp.  of  Bristol, 
156. 

Barreaox,  Dos,  quoted,  210. 

Barrington,  Hon.  Shute,  Bp. 
of  Durham,  166. 

Baxter,  Rev.  Richard,  21.3; 
his  writings,  1 16,  175,  184,  207. 

Blair,  Hugh,  D.D.,  243,  24  1. 

Bridges,  John,  his  History  of 
Northamptonshire,  57. 

Bristol,  its  episcopal  palace, 
156;  Hot- Wells,  92,  93. 

Browne,  Is.  H.,  M.P.,  165. 

Browne,  Pet.,  Bp.  ofCork,  144. 

Bryan,  Rev.  John,  160. 

Bull,  George,  Bp.  of  St.  Da- 
vid’s, quoted,  70. 

Bunyan’s  “Pilgrim’s  Pro- 
gress,” 237. 

Burnet,  Gilbert,  Bp,  of  Salis- 
bury, 14  7. 

Butler,  Jos.,  Bp.  of  Durham, 
156;  quoted,  61,  218. 

“ Catechist,  the  Compleat,” 
239. 

Chesterfield,  Lord,  118. 

Cheverel,  Little,  68,  81,  84, 
97,  104,  157  ; Great,  146,  167, 
169,  2*20. 

Church  of  England,  52,  68. 

Churches,  why  dedicated  to 
some  Saint,  134,  135. 

Controversies,  48,  tt:-c.,  61. 

Conversation,  65,  85,  170. 


Cotton,  Nathaniel,  M.D.,  *26, 
30,  87. 

Cowslip  Green,  217,  222,  *2*26. 
Daubeny,  Charles,  Archdeacon 
of  Salisbury,  189. 

Dawson,  Benj.,  Letter  to,  from 
Sir  J.  S.,  249. 

Death,  96,  146. 

Diary,  to  be  kept,  14  1,  148;  a 
parochial  one  recommended,  99. 
Dillon,  Theobald,  225. 
Disappointments,  102. 
Dissenters,  7,  127,  140,  153, 
181, 183. 

Dodd,  Wm,,  D.D.,  130. 
Doddridge,  Philip,  D.D.,  8,  9, 

16,  19,  48,  56,  98,  103,  131, 
139,  105,  183,  *207,  209,  22-1, 
226,  243,  251,  257  ; extracts 
from  his  Letters,  ttc.,  8,  10 — 13, 

1 7,  31, 32,  98  ; his  writings,  1 *27, 
153,  184,  185,  215,  247  ; his 
death,  56. 

Doddridge,  Mrs.,  181,  209. 
Dodington,  Geo.  Bubb,  (Lt>rd 
Melcoinbe,)  233. 

Dryden,  ciuoted,  234. 

Early  rising,  64,  98, 1*29,  185. 
Ekins,  Sarah,  married  Sir  J. 
S,,  56  ; her  death,  (tc.,  199,  Ac. 
Ekins,  Thomas,  Esq.,  56,  153. 
Elizahetli,  Qneim,  153. 
Enfield,  Wm.,  LL.D.,  86. 
Enthusiast,  used  as  a term  ol 
reproach,  69. 

Fawcett’s  Abridgement  of  Bax- 
ter’s “Dying  Thoughts,"  146, 
175  ; of  Baxter’s  “Converse  with 
God  in  Solitude,”  207. 
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Fk»tch(ir,  Rev.  J.  W., of  Made- 
ley,  96,  120,  131. 

Fothergill,  Auth.,  M.D.,  166. 

Fraiike,  Aug.  Herm.,  184. 

Friends,  loss  of,  209. 

Frugality,  141. 

Garrick,  David,  72, 107,  163; 
verses  by,  119  ; his  death,  118. 

George  III.,  127,  158. 

Gibson,  Edmund,  13p.  of  Lon- 
don, 2-13. 

Grosvunor,  Benj.,  D.D.,  199. 

Hall,  Abraham,  M.D.,  4,  5. 

Hall,  Joseph,  Bp.  of  Norwich, 
147. 

Hardwicke,  Earl  of,  141,  142. 

Henry,  ilev.  Matthew,  215, 
226. 

Henry,  Rev.  Pliilip,  207. 

Herbert,  Uev.  George,  211. 

Hervey,  Rev.  James,  17,  20, 
34,  91,  165  ; extracts  from  his 
Letters,  21,  &c.,  31,  34,  <tc.; 
his  death,  66. 

Horne,  George,  Bp.  of  Nor- 
wich, 232,  234, "235. 

Florsley,  Samuel,  Bp.  of  St. 
David’s,  222. 

Hdtel-Dicu  at  Paris,  5,  6. 

Humility,  a prayer  for,  181. 

Himtingdou,  Countess  of,  7. 

Jameson  on  the  Pentateuch, 
179. 

Jenks,  Rev.  Benj.,  243. 

Johnson,  Samuel,  LL.D.,  229, 

Johnstone, — , M.D.,  letter  to, 
from  Sir  J.  S.,  158.  ' 

Jortin,  John,  D.D.,  25. 

Ken,  Thos.,  Bp.  of  Bath  and 
Wells,  232. 

Kippis,  Andr.,  D.D.,  169,  228. 

Law,  Uev.  Wm.,  quoted,  197, 
198. 

Letherland,  Jos.,  M.D.,  4,  5. 

Lind,  James,  M.D.,  166. 

Lowman,  Ilev.  Moses,  120. 

Lucas,  Rich.,  D.D.,  147,  170. 


Mackenzie,  Henry,  157. 

Marriage,  ad\nce  concerning, 
125,  126. 

Means  of  doing  good,  58,  etc., 
241. 

Memoranda,  108,  109. 

Merivale,  Rev.  Samuel,  120, 
232,  243. 

Methodist^  used  as  a term  of 
reproach,  68,  69,  93,  138. 

Milton  quoted,  94. 

More,  I-Iaunah,  75  (fcc.,  118, 
139,  144,  217,  230  ; verses  by, 
76  ifec.,  105,  129,  201,  253;  her 
writings,  78,  118,  119,  157,212, 
223,  241,  244,  249. 

More,  Sarah,  Letter  to,  from 
Sir  J.  S.,  222. 

Morning  Hymn  by  Doddridge, 
98;  Morning  Soliloquy  by  H. 
More,  129. 

Moysey,  — , M.D.,  of  Bath, 
151. 

Neale,  Anne,  married  Sir  J.  S., 
6 ; her  death,  «fec.,  33  ttc. 

Newton,  Rev.  John,  154. 

Nicholls,  Frank,  iM.D.,  2,  4. 

Nicholls,  Wm.,  D.D.,  235. 

Norris,  Rev.  John,  of  Bemer 
ton,  90. 

, Northampton,  7 ; Infirmary, 
9,  10,  21,  22,  3i,  32,  143. 

Oldlield,  Mrs.,  191,  192. 

Ortoir,  Job,  79,  83,  86,  87, 
104,  105,  120,  127,  131,  139, 
144,  148,  149,  152,  154,  159, 
160,  169,  183,  232,  251 ; extracts; 
from  his  letters,  80,  95,  152, 
180;  his  writings,  100, 123, 128, 
138,  139,  140,"  147,  148,  151, 
178,  184,  202,  211,  215,  228, 
236;  liis  “Letters  to  a Young 
Clergyman,"  185,  187,  191;  his 
death,  158. 

• Palk,  :Mrs.,  her  death,  105. 

Patrick,  Simon,  Bp.  of  Ely, 

I 243. 
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“ Pilgrim’s  Progress,”  237. 

Polwhele’s  “ English  Orator,” 
quoted,  72. 

Popularity,  a snare,  88,  89. 

Prayers,  54,  102,  181. 

Prayer,  private,  63 ; family, 
63  ; intercessory,  62  ; ejaculato- 
ry, 64,  218, 248 ; not  the  posture 
but  the  heart  which  God  re- 
spects, 213. 

Priestley,  Joseph,  LL.D.,  193. 

Prudence,  103. 

Public  places,  92. 

Publishing,  188,  227. 

Radnor,  first  Earl  of,  68,  92 ; 
his  death,  &c.,  121. 

Radnor,  second  Earl  of,  146, 
147. 

Rising  early,  64,  98, 129, 185. 

Robinson,  Rob.,  192,  193. 

Robinson,  Rev.  Thomas,  of 
Leicester,  177. 

Sabbath  breaking,  133,  136, 
150,  155,  223. 

Salisbury,  fall  of  St.  Edmund’s 
Church  tower  there,  197,  note. 

Saunders,  Dand,  78,  79. 

Saurin,  Jacques,  76. 

Scougal,  Henry,  his  “Life  of 
God  in  the  Soul  of  Man,”  14  7. 

Sermons,  expository  ones,  122, 
127,  154;  to  be  written  in  a 
large  hand,  124;  modern  ones 
often  mere  harangues,- 123,  164, 
165,  194,  222,  229;  what  sort 
best  to  preach  before  strangers, 
171,  246. 

Shapland,  Mr.,  of  Bristol,  204. 

“ Shepherd  of  Salisbury 
Plain,”  78. 

Sherlock,  Wra.,  Bp.  of  London, 
206,  207. 

Shrewsbury,  fall  of  St.  Chad’s 
Church  there,  195,  196. 

Sick  persons,  on  talking  to, 
39,  40. 

Society,  want  of  religious,  227. 


Sociuians,  144,  158,  178. 

“Spectator,”  referred  to,  234, 
239,  245. 

Spousors,  duty  of,  205. 

Stedinan,  Rev.  Thomas,  79, 
117,  161,  168,  205  ; Letters  to, 
from  Sir  J.  8.,  80  ifcc. 

Stonhouse,  Sir  James,  his 
family,  1 &e. 

1716.  July  9,  horn,  2. 

1726.  loses  his  father,  2. 

His  early  education,  2. 

1732.  sent  to  Oxford,  2. 

1736.  begins  tostudymedicine 
in  London,  2. 

1738.  attends  at  St.  Thomas’s 
Hospital,  4. 

1739.  July  7,  M.A.,  5. 

1740.  goes  abroad,  5. 

1742.  settles  at  Coventry,  6. 

May  20,  marries  his  first 

wife,  6. 

June  1,  M.B.,  6. 

1743.  his  eldest  son  horn,  6. 

April,  removes  to  North- 
ampton, 6. 

Founds  the  Infirmary  there,  9. 

Sept.,  appointed  Physi- 
cian in  ordinary  to  the  Infir- 
mary, 10. 

1744.  Febr.  1,  his  son  Thomas 
born,  6. 

June,  Akcnside  settles  at 

Northampton,  10. 

1745.  Jan.  14,  M.D.,  15. 

Writes  a letter  in  favour  of 

• Akenside,  on  his  leaving  North- 
ampton, 1 4. 

His  infidelity,  15. 

Ilis  conversion  to  Christianity, 
16,  (fee.,  257,  258. 

1746.  Aug.  28,  his  daughter 
Sarah  born,  6. 

1747.  Nov.  26,  his  daughter 
Lucy  horn,  6, 

Dec.  1,  loses  his  first 

wife,  33. 
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(Stonhouse,  Sir  James.) 

1748.  publishes  his“  Friendly 

Advice  ami  his  “ Spiritual 

Directions  &c.,”  37. 

1749.  goes  to  Bristol  for  his 
health,  24. 

1754.  Nov.  18,  marries  his 
second  wife,  56. 

1755.  assists  in  the  publication 
of  Bridges’s  Hist,  of  Northamp- 
tonshire, 57. 

1756.  Feb.  18,  his  daughter 
Clarissa  born,  56. 

Appointed  Physician  extraor- 
dinary to  the  Infirmary,  57. 

1758.  Fcbr.  8,  his  daughter 
Sophia  born,  56. 

Publishes  his  “ Considerati- 
ons (fee.,”  57. 

1759.  Febr.  18,  his  son  Luke 
born,  56. 

Nov.,  loses  his  son  Luke, 

56. 

1760.  Mar.  11,  his  daughter 
Martha  born,  57. 

Apr.,  loses  his  daughter 

Sophia,  56. 

Oct.,  loses  his  daughter 

Martha,  57. 

1762.  Aug.  15,  his  son  John 
born,  57. 

1763.  enters  into  Holy  Orders, 
and  settles  at  Bristol,  67. 

Appointed ' Lecturer  at  All- 
Saints,  Bristol,  67,  68. 

1764.  INIay,  appointed  Rector 
of.Little-Cheverel,  68. 

1766.  his  son  Timothy  born, 

57. 

1769.  publishes  “The  Faithful 
and  Unfaithful  Minister  itc.,”  68. 

1771.  Sept.  27,  preaches  a 
Sermon  for  the  Salisbury  III- 
finnary,  74. 

Publishes  his  “ Admonitions 
against  Swearing,  tl*c.,”  74. 

1 772.  loses  his  eldest  sou,  105. 


(Stonhouse,  Sir  James.) 

1772.  3.  publishes  “ A Short 
Explanation  of  the  Sacrament 
(fee.,”  105. 

1773.  loses  his  dauehter  Mrs. 
Palk,  105. 

Publishes  “ Prayers  for  the 
Use  of  Private  Persons, 

109. 

1774.  publishes  “ Hints  to  a 
Curate  <fcc.,”  and  “ The  Reli- 
gious Instruction  of  Children 
(.fee.,”  116,  117. 

1775.  lo.ses  his  brother,  118. 

1778.  publishes  “ The  Most 
Important  Truths  ifec.,”  134. 

1779.  Dec.,  appointed  Rector 
of  Great-Cheverel,  146. 

1780.  publishes  “A  Serious 
Address  to  the  Parishioners <fec.,” 
147. 

1782.  resigns  the  Lectureship 
of  All-Saintx,  Bristol,  and  begins 
to  preach  at  St.  feVerburgh's,  158. 

1787.  March,  resigns  St,  Wer- 
burgh’s,  and  begins -to  preach 
at  the  Wells  Chapel,  176. 

ISIay  1,  his  daughter 

Clarissa  marries  H.  T.  Vigor, 
Esq.,  56., 

1788.  March,  publishes  his 
“ Sick  Man’s  Friend,”  185,  186. 

' Dec.  10,  loses  his  second 

wife,  199,  &C.J  212. 

1789.  Dec.,  loses  his  son-in- 
law,  Mr.  Vigor,  212. 

1792.  April,  becomes  Bart,  on 
the  death  of  his  cousin,  225. 

1795.  Jan.,  publishes  “ 5Inte- 
rials  for  'Dilking  with  Children 
fee.,”  238. 

Dec.  8,  his  death,  (fee., 

252,  fe-c. 

His  Letters,  14,  73,  80,  fe*r.  ; 
liis  character,  80,  255,  fe-r. : his 
celebrity  as  a preaclicr,  71  fe'c. ; 
his  income,  256 ; extracts  from 
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his  Tracts,  3S  dec.,  58  dec.,  (58  ifcc., 
98,  108. 

Storm  at  Great-Cheverel,  220. 

Surgery  in  1746,  32. 

Sydenham,  quoted,  184. 

Tenison,  Thos.,  Abp.  of  Can- 
terbury, 183. 

Tillotson,  John,  Abp.  of  Can- 
terbnrv,  104,  236,  237  ; quoted, 
200. 

Time  to  be  redeemed,  61,  64, 
95,  98. 

Trimmer,  Mrs.,  223. 

“Triumph  of  Faith,”  245. 

Tucker,  Josiah,  Dean  of  Glou- 
cester, 48,  101,  127,  128,  139, 
228,  229,  246. 

Violence  of  manner  in  the 
pulpit,  8f,  163. 


Virgil,  quoted,  27,28,  236. 

Wakes,  origin  and  intent  of, 
134. 

Walsinghiim,  Sir  Francis,  151. 

Ward,  Rev.  Wm.,  Letter  to, 
from  Sir  J.  S.,  73. 

Warrington,  86. 

Warton,  Jos.,  D.D.,  236. 

Watts,  Isaac,  D.p.,  his  Hymns 
quoted,  193,  207,  231. 

Wesley,  Rev.  John,  209. 

^liitson,  John,  his  “ Pious 
Meditation  Ac.,”  189,  190. 

Wilmot,  Sir  Edw.,  IM.D.,4,5. 

Windsor,  music  on  Sundays 
at,  223. 

World,  ‘ A Farewell  to  its 
Vanities,’  189. 

Worthington,  John,  D.D.,  212, 
237. 


The  account  of  Dr.  Stonhouse’s  children  by  his 
second  wife  was  not  discovered  till  after  sheet  “b” 
was  printed  off ; the  Reader  will  therefore  be  so 
good  as  to  correct  the  genealogy  in  p.  3 by 
pj).  ;1G,  57. 
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PRAYERS  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  ]MEDICAL 
PROFESSION.  London,  Rivinglons  ; Cliurcliill : 
Oxford,  Parker.  1842. 


16mo.,  price  3s.  6d. 

address  to  a medical  student. 

London,  Rivinglons;  Cliurcliill:  Oxford,  Parker, 
1843. 


The  profits  of  these  little  works,  if  any,  will  he  given  to 
some  Medical  Charity. 


ADVICE  TO  A PATIENT  IN  A HOSPITAL. 
No.  I.  On  Enteeing  tije  Hoseit.vl. 

No.  II.  On  Le.vving  the  Hospit.u.. 

London : printed  for  tlie  Society  for  Pfoniotin,, 
Clirisliau  Knowledge,  1843. 
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